
SENATE.... No. 7.

To the Honorable the Senate and House of Representatives ,

in General Court assembled.

The petition of the undersigned, respectfully showeth: That
for the accommodation of railways entering the city of Boston,
legislators have permitted them to take, by eminent domain,
houses occupied principally by artisans, mechanics and laborers.

That hundreds of families, and thousands of individuals have
been, and will be, thus driven from their homes, and compelled
to remove to a great distance from the places of their occupa-
tion.

That if property in house or land be touched, compensation
is exacted to the uttermost; but the poor tenant is turned out,
to go he knowns not where, but pretty certainly into worse, or
more inconvenient or expensive lodgings, and no notice is
taken of the matter and no compensation made for his forced
removal.

That, as a matter of justice to this class, the railways ter-
minating in London are required to run a cheap train, morning
and evening, for “ mechanics, artisans and day laborers,” the
fare not to exceed one penny for the whole journey.

That, either voluntarily or in obedience to law, the groat rail-
roads terminating in London run these trains for a distance of
ten miles for a fare not exceeding a shilling a week ; sending
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them by a special train in the morning, but permitting them to
return by any train in the afternoon.

That the plan is said to have succeeded admirably, the rail-
ways being more than repaid for any extra expense by the
families of the working men, who pay the regular fares.

That, as a protection to the companies, their liability under
any claim to compensation for injury to passengers travelling
with such working men’s tickets, is limited, by law, to a sum
not exceeding one hundred pounds : and, to avoid law costs,
the amount of compensation is to be determined by an arbitra-
tor appointed by the board of trade and in no other way.

That various precautions are taken to prevent the transfer of
tickets, for which penalties are enforced, and a person convicted
of this offence can never receive a ticket again.

That the companies are entitled to a reasonable time after
each application, to ascertain, if necessary, whether the person
so applying is really what he professes to be—an artisan,
mechanic or day laborer.

For these and other reasons your petitioner prays your honor-
able bodies to take into consideration the justice, legality and
expediency of requiring the managers of railways to grant the
same privileges to the citizens of our republic which are ac-
corded to the subjects of a monarchy, thus enabling the work-
ing men and the working women to have homes at a distance
from the city, promoting thereby their health, virtue and hap-
piness, and that of their families, and thus conducing to the
highest interest of the State.

All which is respectfully submitted by

JOSIAH QUINCY.


