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Office of Sukgeon-Genekal, Boston, Jan. 1,1871.

To His Excellency William Claflin, Governor and Commander-in- Chief.

Sir:—ln presenting the Tenth Annual Report from this de-
partment, I respectfully inform you that I have duly performed
such duties as have been imposed upon me under laws enacted
by successive legislatures, for the relief of disabled soldiers and
families of the slain, and herewith present accompanying re-
ports of the manner in which I have discharged others by direc-
tion and order of your Excellency, the same being under the
sanction of law.

I have also presented to the auditor of the Commonwealth
an account of the expenditures of this office, accompanied by
proper vouchers, together with a statement of the amount of
supplies issued by your order to the volunteer force of the
State, on the occasion of the late division encampment.

The course pursued by the Commonwealth, during and since
the war, in keeping her faith with those she enlisted, in the
enactment of laws providing for the relief of disabled soldiers
and families of the slain, as well as in a cordial, sincere and
honest recognition of the sacrifices made by those enlisted in
her service, together with the various duties imposed upon me
by the several chiefs under whom I have had the honor to serve,
has made an annual appropriation for the maintenance of this
office necessary.

Until the State aid law is repealed, or the duties performed
under it, and other laws are transferred to other departments,
with all the records of war which can only be available under
the eye of those familiar with their history, so far as fraudulent
attempts on the treasury in the matter of bounty are concerned,

(HommcmiDcalth of ittasaacljusctts.
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to say nothing of the value of hospital records so necessary in
the completion of evidence in claims for pension, back pay,
commutation for rations, &c., the continuance of an appro-
priation seems necessary to complete important business still
unfinished.

The transfer to this of the business of the State agency at
Washington, in addition to that already on hand, has kept the
clerical force of the office constantly employed, and so long as
the National or State governments legislate for the relief of the
hardships of war, so long will a central bureau be necessary for
the numerous applicants who continually resort here for advice,
counsel and assistance.

Conducted as this office has been, with scrupulous economy,
considering the elaborate departments maintained most credita-
bly to the honor of the State, for the relief of the unfortunate
poor or the correction of the vicious, I do not feel a studied
defence of its usefulness in the interest of that class for which
it was originated and has been continued, to be necessary, I
respectfully call your Excellency’s attention to the subjoined
abstract of the business of this office since my last report.

Whole number of claims received per last report, . . . 5,852
since last report, . . 547

Total received to December 1, 1870, .... 6,399

Settled and rejected per last report, . . . 5,375
Settled since last report, 305
Dejected 174
Total settled and rejected to December 1, . . 5,854

Remaining unsettled to December 1, 1870, .... 545

Amount collected on claims, per last report, . $543,731 99
since last report, . 46,093 37

5589,825 36
Miscellaneous collections, per last report,. . $11,772 89

linee last report, . 5,044 90
16,817 79

$606,643 15Amount carried ......$6
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imount hrouqhtforward , 1606,843 15
Commutation for artificial legs, (Act of June

17, 1870,) @ $75, . $5,175 00
Commutation for artificial arms, @ $5O, . . 3,950 00.0

for apparatus for resection, @ $5O, 450 00
9,575 00

516,218 15

Rejectpd. Unsettle AmNumb

6,399 5,261 | 593 545 $618,218 15

Communications received during the year, .... 1,880

Communications written during the year, .... 3,088

Treasury certificates received during the year, . . . 145year

Pension certificates received during the year, .... 160

Letters rejecting claims received during the year, ... 174

Applications for artificial limbs, or commutation therefor, dur-nr
ing the year:—

79Arms,

Legs, 69

Surgical appliances for resection during the year, .
. 9

Admissions to National Asylum during the year, ... 46

Amount collected during the year, ...... $60,713 27

I have the honor herewith to submit to your Excellency’s
inspection, the report of the Medical Director of the Division of
State Militia, and to commend to your attention the systematic,
thorough and able manner in which the duties of the medical
staffattached to the several organizations of the division were
performed on the occasion of the late annual encampment
under the provisions of law.

Summary.



[Jan.6 SURGEON-GENERAL’S REPORT.

It is a matter of congratulation, and speaks well for the ma-
terial of this effective force, that the watchful supervision of
well-trained surgeons, most of whom had seen honorable service
in the field, kept the sick list comparatively small.

Throughout there was evidence of the most scrupulous care
and attention to all matters which would improve the sanitary
condition of the camp, and no serious accident occurred requir-
ing active surgical interference.

In calling the attention of your Excellency and the honora-
ble council, to the accompanying report of the manner in which
I have discharged the duties imposed upon me, under the pro-
visions of the “ Resolve for the temporary relief of disabled
soldiers and the families of the slain,” chapter 68, Acts and Re-
solves of the general court, 1870, I respectfully suggest, should
future appropriation be thought necessary, that the same should
be placed in the hands of the commissioners appointed under
the provisions of the Resolve, chapter 51, Acts of 1870. It has
been my duty as well as pleasure, when applied to, to aid and
assist this board in the discharge of duties at once arduous and
perplexing, and in recalling the pleasant and courteous rela-
tions subsisting between us, I desire to bear record to the pru-
dence, good sense and energy which have characterized their
official acts.

The establishment and generous maintenance of national
homes by the general government, the beneficent action of
Congress and the State for the relief of the disabilities of the
living, and care for the dependants of the slain, together with
the watchful supervision of organized military bodies gener-
ously aided by the public, and above all, that consideration
which the good soldier with an honorable record invariably
receives, seems in my opinion, however, to obviate the necessity
of further specific appropriations.

I have the honor herewith to present to your Excellency, the
report of the Superintendent of the Soldiers’ Employment
Bureau, and the account of its treasurer, Col. H. S. Russell.
Though this department has no direct charge or supervision
over this institution, it has been customary to make an annual
statement of its expenditures through this office; and I re-
spectfully recommend this useful bureau to further legislative
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aid, confident in the statement, should an appropriation be
granted, it will be assistance given in the right direction.

It is creditable to the good sense and real kindness of our
citizens, that whilst the attempts for the establishment of simi-
lar organizations in other States have failed, this has so good a
hold upon the sympathies of the public as to be now regarded
as a permanent institution.

I respectfully inform your Excellency that the amount now
disbursed under the Act concerning aid to disabled soldiers and
sailors, and their families, and for the families of the slain, is
about $600,000 (six hundred thousand dollars) per annum.

This law, with some modifications, which will reduce annu-
ally the amount to be re-imbursed to the towns, was at the last
session of the general court extended for two years from Jan-
uary 1, 1871.

Doubtless, under the strong pressure of public sentiment
that full justice should be done to all who were applicants
under the provisions of this law, in the early years of its enact-
ment, an expenditure rather profuse, to say the least, was un-
avoidable ; but it is believed that it is now so complete in its
provisions, as to meet in a discreet and humane manner the
requirements of almost every case likely to be presented, and at
the same time so carefully guarded as to leave little danger
of improper or extravagant payments.

From long and careful observation, I am clear in the opinion
that it has been a just and beneficent law, alleviating by its
humane provisions a vast deal of suffering, lifting many a
family from hopeless penury, and relieving the Commonwealth
from the imputations of a heartless desertion of the just rights
of those she enlisted in her service.

Notwithstanding the amount distributed has exceeded twelve
millions of dollars, I am honest in the expression of the opinion
that the several municipalities of the State endeavor by a pru-
dent and wise administration of the law, to alleviate suffering
and exercise a prudent economy.

From natural causes, under the provisions of the present law
the reduction in the amount of payments will be gradual, and
under the modifications of the amended law the re-imburse-
ments by the Commonwealth will be materially reduced.
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It should be remembered, however, by the applicants under
this law, and by all others who seek consideration from having
been in service, that no disability incurred in the line of duty
releases the good soldier from the obligation which he still
owes society as a citizen, to be thrifty and temperate in his
habits, making the most of what is still spared to him, not
forgetting that, whilst the State will ever cherish a grateful
remembrance of the sacrifices made by her sons in the defence of
our common country, it is not bound to regard the false senti-
mentality of those unwilling to discriminate or heed the advice
of a mistaken philanthropy.

Your Excellency’s obedient servant,

WM. J. DALE,
Surgeon- General,

I remain with respect,
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Consolidated Report of Medical, Surgical and Hospital Property
of the Commonwealth in care of Surgeon- General.

f367 00On hand, 2 13 2 112 5
To be accounted for, .3132112224

Tnstrume
2

Purchased from Messrs.
Newcomb & Brown, .

struments, . . 20 00
Storage and care of In-

1847 00
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Btsailcß SolSuvs’ Entplogment Bureau anti SolStcrs’ fHtsstngtr ffiorps

24 Pemberton Square, Boston, )

November 80,1870. j

fMassachusetts.Gen. W. J. Dale, Surgeon-General

General:—I have the honor to furnish you the following
report of work performed by this bureau during the year end-
ing this day.

The names of 811 new applicants for employment have been
registered: 76 of this number have lost, or lost the use of, a
limb each, 398 have been otherwise wounded, many of them
severely, 305 were discharged on account of disease contracted
or injuries received while in the service, and 32 are able-bodied.

Employment has been furnished to 794 men, the majority of
whom are this year’s applicants : 47 of them have lost a limb
each, 385 have been otherwise more or less severely wounded,
301 were discharged for disability incurred in the service, and
61 are able-bodied.

There are, of course, among these men some who are “ bum-
mers,” men who do not care to work, and who will not unless
they are actually obliged to, but the great majority of new
applicants are deserving men, and worthy of any assistance
that can be afforded them; numbers of them, who have for the
past four or five years worked at the occupations which they
followed previous to the war, are “ breaking down ” in conse-
quence of their wounds or hardships undergone while in the
service, and are continually applying for some lighter work,
and, as but a small proportion of the light employment to be
obtained is permanent, we are often compelled to give the same
individuals several places in succession,—but it sometimes
happens that one of these men engaged for a few days only,
having proved himself both capable and willing, has secured a
permanent situation.

The men who have sought the aid of this bureau for the past
two years are, with comparatively few exceptions, of a much
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more reliable and deserving class than those who applied in
1865 and 1866; they retain the situations obtained for them
longer, and generally give much better satisfaction to their
employers.

During the past five years, this bureau has furnished nearly
six thousand places to disabled soldiers, and, in very many in-
stances, without the assistance so afforded, the men must have
become a direct burden on the State in one manner or another;
but the employment furnished has enabled deserving men to
maintain their self-respect and support their families without
further assistance; and I believe that every dollar expended in
conducting this bureau is indirectly the means of saving many
to the State.

soldiers’ messenger corps.

Twenty-four one-armed or otherwise badly disabled soldiers
compose this corps; more than half of these men have been
members of it from its organization in September, 1865. All
earn a comfortable subsistence for themselves and their families,
requiring no other assistance except in cases of sickness, and
they are well appreciated by the public; many of them are
daily intrusted with large sums of money and valuables, and
have proved themselves worthy of the patronage they receive.

The total expenses of the Employment Bureau and Messenger
Coi’ps for the year, as per accompanying statement of the
treasurer, have been $2,469.71.

We are still indebted to the kindness of Major E. J. Jones,
Constable of the Commonwealth, for office-room at his head-
quarters, and for many other favors and courtesies.

I should here have tried to express my gratitude to your
department for having, in every instance, honored my recom-
mendations of disabled soldiers who were in need of temporary
aid, and for many personal favors received, had you not ex-
pressly forbidden me to do so.

Your obedient servant,

Supt.Employment Bureau and S. M. Corps.

I am, General, most respectfully,

D. 0. BALOOM,
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Recapitulation.

IS

Number of applicants registered from Decem-
ber 1, 1869 to December 1, 1870, . . 76 398 305 32 811

Number furnished with employment from De-
cember 1, 1869 to December 1, 1870, . 47 385 301 61 794

The total number of soldiers who have been furnishc
employment by this bureau since its establishment Janu
1865, is (5,758) five thousand seven hundred and fifty-e

id with
iiy 11,
ight
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30 Sears Building, Boston, Nov. 30,1870.

General :—As Treasurer, I have the honor to furnish the fol-
lowing statement of money received and expended in conduct-
ing the Disabled Soldiers’ Employment Bureau for the year
ending this day.

For salary of superintendent, .... 81,200 00
For transportation of men to places when employ-

ment has been found for them, and for incidental
expenses, 709 20

For Messenger Corps caps, printing circulars, cards,
&c., &c., for the corps, 133 75

For new registry books and incidental office ex-
penses, 46 76

In charity to disabled destitute soldiers and to
families of soldiers in need, .... 380 00

82,469 71
Cash received from the State, .... 2,500 00

Balance on hand, 830 29

Very respectfully and sincerely,
Your obedient servant,

Gen. AVm. J. Dale, Surgeon-General of Mas

EXPENDED.

HENRY S. RUSSELL.


