
SENATE No. 82.

The Committee on Mercantile Affairs, to whom was com-
mitted the Resolutions in favor of ship-builders, x’eport the same
in a new draft.

For the Committee,

RUFDS S. FROST.

In Senate, February 16, 1871.
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2 [Feb.RESOLUTIONS.

Resolved
,

by the Senate and House of Representatives of the
Commonwealth of Massachusetts, That we respectfully but
urgently request the congress of the United States to give im-
mediate relief to the ship-building interest of the country by
passing such laws as, in the words of President Grant’s last
annual message, “ will secure American shipping on the high
seas, and American ship-building at home.”

Resolved, That the legislature of Massachusetts are opposed
to sending millions of dollars out of the country to purchase
ships built by foreign artisans, to be sailed under the American
flag, while ships can be built in the United States, by our own
citizens, and mainly of American materials, provided an amount
equal to the duties on iron and other materials used in the con-
struction of said ships is granted to the builders by an act of
congress.

Resolved, That we gladly acknowledge the great assistance
rendered by our mercantile marine to our gallant navy in mak-
ing the blockade of our southern coast effective during the late
civil war, and warding foreign recognition of the southern con-
federacy. And also its invaluable service in bringing to a suc-
cessful termination the maritime war between the United States
and England in 1812 ; thus clearly illustrating the importance
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of a mercantile marine, built by American artisans and navi-
gated by American seamen, as a means of national defence.

Resolved ,
That the closing up of our shipyards and marine

engine shops for want of encouragement, and the great length
of time it would take to re-organize and equip them in case of
war, together with the fact that our ship-building talent is fast
disappearing for want of employment, are considerations which
furnish just cause for alarm.

Resolved , That the policy of Great Britain, our great naval
and commercial rival, in omitting to tax the materials which
enter into the construction of ships, and the fact also that she
has built in private yards four-fifths of the iron ships now in
her navy, should suggest to the government of the United States
the great economy and advantage of adopting, by appropriate
legislation, a similar policy in this country, in order to sustain
at the least possible cost to the national treasury an efficient aux-
iliary to the navy, and to augment the national wealth by
developing a branch of industry which all maritime nations
have found it necessary to foster.

Resolved, That the people of Massachusetts will rejoice in the
return of the day when our commerce shall again prosper on
every sea, and when the flag of our commercial marine shall
again lead the world.

Resolved, That a copy of these resolutions be sent to each
member of congress from this state.
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