
SENATE.... No. 169.

Executive Department Boston, April 1,1871.

To the Honorable the Senate

In compliance with an order of the date of March 30th,
1871, requesting that a copy of a communication from Edward
S. Philbrick, Consulting Engineer, upon the building of a rail-
road at North Adams, be furnished the Senate, I have the
honor herewith to transmit the same for the information of
that body.

WILLIAM CLAFLIN.

Cmnmomocaltl) of iflassadjiisrtts.
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Boston, February 16,1871.

To His Excellency Wm. Claflin, Governor, and the Honorable Council:

I beg leave to call the attention of the Executive to the appa-
rent importance of taking steps to construct the two miles of
railroad between the west portal of the Hoosac Tunnel and the
North Adams station. There are three years now remaining
for the completion of the tunnel under the existing contracts.

The amount of work to be done to construct this two miles
is quite large, and may include a considerable amount of solid
rock. It cannot, in my opinion, be economically finished in less
than two years, and more time than this would probably enable
the Commonwealth to secure better prices. There are heavy
embankments to be built, which ought to be finished a year be-
fore they are used, in order to become properly settled. At
present nothing has been done towards settling the land dam-
ages, exhept to file a location. The value of the lands in the
vicinity of the village is rapidly advancing in the market and
in the ideas of holders. As the land holders have not been
notified of the land to be taken for the railroad, the appraisal
of its value will probably be dependent on the state of the
market when such appraisal is made. Some holders are laying
out as building lots the very lands which may be needed.

Under these circumstances it seems to me that no further
delay should be had in securing the right of way and advertis-
ing for proposals, and placing the work under contract. Every
month’s delay will add to the final cost. The whole cost is
estimated at $125,000, inclusive of laud damages; but if half
this sum, or less, were now appropriated, we might secure the
right of way and put the work in a condition to be finished
economically, and the work of grading could be begun during
the coming year, leaving further appropriation for future
action.

Respectfully yours,

EDW’D S. PHILBRICK,
Consulting Engineer,


