
ENATE No. 64.

I
the
Fall
pany

Senate, Feb. 14,1881.

'he Committee on the Judiciary, to whom was referred
Petition of William S. Greene, Mayor of the City of

. River, have considered the same, and report the aecom-
ving Bill.

‘S

For the Committee,

MILTON REED.

of Massachusetts.
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AN ACT
To Amend the Charter of the City of Fall River.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House ofRepresentatives
in General Court assembled, and by the authority of the
same, as follows:

2 Eiver may, in the year eighteen hundred and eighty-
-3 one, and not afterwards before the year eighteen

4 hundred and eighty-five, nor oftener than once in
5 five years thereafter, revise and if needful make a
6 new division of the city into such number of ward;

7 not less than six nor more than twelve, as said
8 council shall deem the interests of the city may

9 require; and the said wards shall be so constituted
10 as to contain, as nearly as may be consistent with
11 well-defined limits to each ward, an equal number of
12 qualified voters in each ward, but no such division
13 of wards shall have the effect to change the boun-
14 dary lines of any representative district previously
15 established ; and until such revision be made, the
16 boundary lines of the wards of the said city shall

1 Section 1. The city council of the city of Fall

Commoniomltl) of iilassacljusetts.

In the Year One Thousand Eight Hundred and Eighty-one.
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17 remain as now established : provided, that in case the
18 number of said wards shall be increased, each ward
19 shall be entitled to one alderman and three common

20 councilmen.

1 Sect. 2. The mayor shall be an inhabitant and
2 qualified voter of the city of Fall River, and shall be
3 elected by the qualified voters of the city at large.
4 One alderman, three common councilmen, and the
5 following ward officers, viz: a warden, clerk, and
6 three inspectors of elections, who shall be different
7 persons, shall be elected by the qualified voters of
8 each ward, and shall be inhabitants and qualified
9 voters of the wards where elected.

1 Sect. 3. The mayor shall be tho chief executive
2 officer of said citv of Fall River. It shall be his
3 duty to be vigilant and active in causing the laws,
4 ordinances, and regulations of the city to be duly
5 executed and enforced, to exdrcise a general super-
-6 vision over the conduct and acts of all subordinate
7 officers, to examine into all complaints preferred
8 against them for violation or neglect of duty, and, as
9 far as is in his power, cause all negligence, careless-

-10 ness, or violation of dutv to be duly prosecuted and
11 punished; and whenever, in his judgment, the good
12 of the city may require it, he may call meetings of
13 the city council, or either branch thereof, by causing

14, a written notice to be left at the place of residence
15 of each member, or delivered to him in person,
16 although the meeting of said branches, or either of
17 them, may stand adjourned to a more distant day;
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18 and he shall perform such other duties as the city
council may legally and reasonably require. The
mayor, from time to time, shall communicate to the
city council, or either branch thereof, all such infor-
mation, and recommend all such measures, as in his

19
20
21
99

opinion may tend to the improvement of the finances,
the police, health, security, cleanliness, comfort,
government, and ornament of the city. He shall,
when present, preside in the board of aldermen and
in convention of the two branches of the city coun-

23
24
25
26
27

cil, but shall have no right to vote. In all cases in28
which appointments are directed to be made by the
mayor and aldermen, the mayor shall have exclusive

29
30
31 power of nomination, subject, however, to confirma-

tion or rejection by the board of aldermen; but if a

person so nominated shall be rejected, it shall be the
duty of the mayor to make another nomination

32
33
34

within one month from the time of such rejection35

Sect. 4. The persons returned to serve as aider-
men and members of the common council shall, on9

3 the first Monday of January, at ten o’clock in the
4 forenoon, meet in their respective rooms ; the board
5 of aldermen shall be called to order by the mayor

6 elect, or, in his absence, by the senior member ; the
7 common councilmen shall be called to order by the
8 senior member, and on the appearance of a quorum
9 of each branch notice shall be communicated to the

10 other of that fact, and the two branches shall then
11 forthwith meet in convention. If no mayor who
12 accepts the office has been chosen prior to said first
13 Monday in January, the city clerk shall read the
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14 record of that fact in presence of the persons as-

-15 sembled; otherwise the oath of office shall be ad-
16 ministered to the mayor elect by the city clerk, or

17 by any justice of the peace. The oath of office shall
18 be administered to the members present by the mayor
19 or by any justice ofthe peace ; and a certificate there-
-20 of shall be entered in the journals of the board of
21 aldermen and of the common council by their re-
22 spective clerks.

1 Sect. 5. After the organization of the city gov

2 ernment as aforesaid, the two branches shall separate,
3 and the persons chosen and qualified as aldermen
4 shall meet, and when a quorum shall be present
5 said board shall proceed to choose one of their num-
-6 her as permanent chairman, who shall, in the absence
7 of the mayor, preside at all meetings of said board,
8 and in convention of the two branches, and in case
9 of any vacancy in the office of mayor for any cause,

10 he shall exercise all the powers and perform all the
11 duties of said office as long as such vacancy shall
12 continue: and he shall always have a vote in said
13 board, and in convention of the two branches, but
14 shall not, in addition, have a casting vote. In the
15 absence of the mayor and chairman of the board of
16 aldermen, said board may choose a chairman pro
17 tempore.

1 Sect. 6. The persons chosen arid qualified as
2 common councilmen shall meet and act together as
3 a separate body, distinct from the hoard of aldermen,
4 except in those cases in which the two bodies meet
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5 in convention; and the common council shall have
6 power from time to time to choose by ballot one of
7 their number as president, who shall preside over
8 their deliberations and preserve order and decorum
9 therein. The city auditor shall be clerk of the

10 common council, and shall be sworn to the faithful
11 discharge of his duties as such. It shall be the duty
12 of the clerk to attend said council when the same is
13 in session, to keep a journal of its acts, votes, and
14 proceedings, and to perform such other duties in said
15 capacity as said council may require. In the absence
16 of the clerk, a clerk pro tempore may be chosen by
17 ballot, and shall be duly qualified.

1 Sect. 7.' In case of the decease or resignation
2 of the mayor, or of his inability to perform the duties
3 of his office, the board of aldermen and common

4 council shall respectively by vote declare that a

5 vacancy exists in said office, and the cause thereof,
6 whereupon the board of aldermen shall issue their
7 warrants in due form for the election of mayor, and
8 the same proceedings shall be had as are herein
9 before provided for the choice of mayor, and the

10 mayor thus elected shall hold his office during the
11 remainder of the municipal year, and until another
12 is chosen and qualified in his stead; provided , how-
-13 ever, that when such vacancy occurs on or after the
14 first day of October in any year, it shall be discre-
-15 tionary with said board of aldermen and common
16 council to order, or not to order, an election to fill
17 such vacancy.
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1 Sect. 8. Any person chosen a member of the
2 board of aldermen or of the common council, who
3 shall not be qualified at the organization of the city
4 council on the first Monday in January, or who, after
5 said organization, shall be elected to fill a vacancy in
6 either of said boards, may be qualified at any time
7 by the mayor in presence of the board of aldermen ;

8 and in case of the temporary absence of the city clerk,
9 the mayor, by and with the advice and consent of the

10 board of aldermen, may appoint a clerk pro tempore,
11 who shall be duly qualified.

1 Sect. 9. The city council shall elect, by joint
2 ballot, in convention, three persons to be assessors of
3 taxes, one to serve one year, one to serve two years,
4 and one to serve three years from the first Monday
5 of March next following, and until their successors
6 are respectively chosen and qualified. In each suc-
-7 ceeding year, as soon after the organization of the
8 city council as may be convenient, said council shall
9 elect by joint ballot, in convention, one assessor of

10 taxes, who shall hold his office for the term of three
11 years from the first Monday in March in said year,
12 and until his successor is chosen and qualified.
13 The assessors thus chosen shall constitute the

L 4 board of assessors for the city, and shall exercise the
15 powers and be subject to the duties and liabilities of
16 assessors of towns in this Commonwealth, and shall
17 be sworn to the faithful performance of the duties of
18 then office
19 All taxes shall be assessed, apportioned, and col-
-20 lected in the manner prescribed by the laws of tht
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Commonwealth: provided , however, that the city
council may establish additional provisions not in-
consistent therewith.

Sect. 10. The overseers of the poor shall consist
of the mayor and the board of aldermen, who shall
appoint an agent, define his duties, and fix his com-

pensation. Said overseers shall have all the powers
heretofore conferred upon the overseers of the poor
of the city of Fall River, and all the powers of over-
seers of the poor in towns, but shall receive no com-

pensation for their services.

Sect. 11. All acts, and parts of acts, inconsistent
herewith are hereby repealed.


