
SENATE No. 226.

Senate, April 15, 1881.
The Committee on the Judiciary, to whom was referred

the Act to incorporate the Forbes Library in Northampton,
have duly considered it, and report that it ought to pass.

For the Committee,

M. P. KNOWLTON.
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In the Year One Thousand Eight Hundred and Eighty-one.

AN ACT
To incorporate the Forbes Library in Northampton.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives
in General Court assembled, and by the authority of the
same, as follows :

1 Section 1. George W. Hubbard and Oscar Ed-
-2 wards, appointed by the probate court trustees, for
3 the time being, under the will of the late Charles E.
4 Forbes of Northampton, are hereby made a corpora-
-5 tion by the name of the Trustees of the Forbes
6 Library,” and said trustees, their associates and suc-

-7 cessors in office, shall continue a body corporate, for
8 the purposes hereinafter set forth, with all the pow-
-9 ers and privileges, and subject to all the duties, re-

-10 strictions, and liabilities, in the general laws relating
11 to such corporations.
12 And the said Hubbard and Edwards shall hold
13 office as such incorporated trustees until their sub-
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14 stitutes and successors are elected in the manner
15 hereinafter provided, and until the arrival of the
16 time at which they are to assume their offices.

1 Sect. 2. The said corporation shall have authori-
-2 ty to take and hold real and personal estate to an
3 amount not exceeding eight hundred thousand dol-
-4 lars, including all the real and personal estate and
5 the proceeds thereof bequeathed and devised by
6 said Forbes for the establishment and maintenance
7 of a library at said Northampton ; and any and all
8 real and personal estate which may be otherwise
9 given, granted, bequeathed, and devised to said cor-

10 poration, or to said town of Northampton, for the
11 use and benefit of said library.

1 Sect. 3. The legal voters of the town of North-
-2 ampton may, at any annual or special town meeting
3 called for the purpose after the passage of this act,
4 vote to accept the same, as also the provisions and
5 bequests of said bill, upon the terms and conditions
6 prescribed therein. And at the same or any future
7 meeting within the time limited by said will, articles
8 being inserted in the warrant for that purpose,
9 it shall be lawful for the town to determine by vote

10 whether, in the exercise of the option authorized by
11 said will, it will elect one or three trustees to have
12 the superintendence and management of the affairs
13 of said corporation, and when said option is detcr-
-14 mined it may, at the same or a future meeting,
15 proceed to the election, by ballot, of a single trustee
16 or of three trustees, according as the town shall have
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17 predetermined by its vote. And upon the election of
18 said trustee or trustees the same shall hold office until
19 his or their successors shall have been respectively
20 elected and qualified as hereinafter provided, or un-

-21 til a vacancy in office shall occur through the resigna-
-22 tion, death, or removal from office of any trustee.
23 And the said town at the same meeting, when this
24 act is accepted, or at a future meeting within the
25 time limited by said will, an article being in the war-

-26 rant for that purpose, may determine whether it will
27 direct the trustees holding office by appointment of
28 the prohate court to permit the whole sum appro-
-29 printed by said will for library purposes to accumu-

-30 late for a term not exceeding ten years, and for
31 what term, —as authorized by said will : in order
32 to increase the amount available as a “ building
33 fund.”
34 Also at the same or any future meeting, the said
35 town may determine and direct as to any other
36 matter or thing which it is competent for the town
37 to determine, direct, and do, under an article in
38 the warrant therefor, —by way of carrying into
39 effect the provisions of said will, and in anticipation
40 of the time when the trustees appointed by the pro-
-41 bate court shall convey to the trustee or trustees
42 elected by the town the real, personal, and mixed
43 estate held by the former for the uses and purposes
44 of said library.

1 Sect. 4. If said town, in the exercise of its op-
-2 tion before referred to, shall elect to have but one
3 trustee, the name of said corporation shall be “The
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4 Trustee of the Forbes Library ”; and whether the
5 town shall elect one or three trustees, no trustee
6 shall receive any pecuniary compensation for his
7 services.

1 Sect. 5. If said town shall elect one trustee only,
2 to have the superintendence and management of the
3 affairs of said corporation, said trustee shall hold
4 office for the term of three years, from the first
5 Wednesday in May next after said trustee shall
6 have been elected; and once in three years there-
-7 after, at the annual town meeting holden next be-
-8 fore his term expires, his successor shall be chosen
9 in his stead.
9 If, however, said town shall in its option deter-

-10 mine to elect three trustees, said trustees shall be
11 elected, one to serve for the term of three years from
12 the first Wednesday in May next after said election,
13 one other for two years, and the third for one year
14 from the same date ; and annually at the annual town
15 meeting in each year after said first election, a trus-
-16 tee shall be elected for three years to succeed the
17 trustee whose term is the next to expire.

1 Sect. 6. In case a vacancy shall occur in the
2 office of any trustee chosen by the town, whether
■3 occasioned by resignation, death, removal from office.
4 or from any other cause, the town may, at any mcet-
-6 ing called for the purpose, choose another trustee.
6 who shall hold office for the residue of the unex-

7 pired term
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1 Sect. 7. The said town of Northampt :n is hereby
2 further authorized, at any annual or special meeting
3 legally notified and warned, to elect a secretary and
4 treasurer of said corporation, and all other agents

5 and employes therein, and to remove the same at
6 their pleasure ; to fix the compensation of each; to
7 establish all necessary rules and regulations for the
8 library ; and generally to control all the affairs of
9 the corporation: but, in the absence of action on

10 the part of the town, the trustee, or a majority
11 of the trustees elected by the town in accordance
12 with the provisions of this act, being first duly sworn
13 to a faithful discharge of the duties of their office,
14 shall have the general superintendence and manage-
-15 ment of the affairs of the corporation, shall appoint
16 the librarian and other employes in the library, and
17 fix the compensation of each, and shall have power
18 to remove any one of them for sufficient cause;
19 they shall also have power to remove the treasurer
20 whenever, in their judgment, the safety of the cor-
-21 poration funds requires his removal, and may ap-
-22 point a treasurer pro tempore, to continue in office
23 until the town have opportunity to act upon the
24 subject. They shall further do all things enjoined
25 upon them by said will, and, generally, shall have
26 all the powers of the town, had the town chosen
27 to exercise them, except the election of trustees
28 and of the secretary and treasurer of the corporation.
29 And the secretary and treasurer of said corporation,
30 elected as hereinbefore provided, shall each take the
31 oath prescribed in said will; and said treasurer shall
32 give bonds as therein required; and they shall
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33 respectively perform all the duties enjoined upon
34 them by said will.

1 Sect. 8. This act shall take effect upon its ac-
-2 ceptance by the town of Northampton, at a town
3 meeting duly called, and by a vote duly passed and
4 recorded.




