
No. 236.

Senate,

The Committee on the Troy and Greenfield Railroad and
Hoosac Tunnel, to whom was referred the Annual Report of
the Manager thereof, report in part the accompanying Re-
solve.

For the Committee,

A. D. FESSENDEN

<£ommomncaltt) of iflassacfyuoctto.



REPORT

Of the Committee on the Hoosac Tunnel and Troy and
Greenfield Railroad, relative to completing the Double-
tracking of the State Road.

The Committee on the Hoosac Tunnel and Troy and
Greenfield Railroad has since its appointment visited and
examined the tunnel and railroads, has conferred with the
several officials in charge thereof, and has granted a hearing
to the parties representing the several railroads which now
do, or soon will, connect with the State road.

West of the tunnel, two independent connecting roads are
now in operation; viz., the Troy and Boston and the Boston,
Hoosac Tunnel, and Western, which latter road is now being
rapidly extended to where it will connect with
the Erie Canal.

East of the tunnel, the Fitchburg road is the only one at
present in operation, but the New Haven and Northampton
road will be completed within a few weeks. The Massachu-
setts Central road is being rapidly pushed, and it is expected
will, during the next year, connect with the State road, and
be in operation over its whole length.

The Fitchburg, which is now double-tracked from Boston
to Ashburnham, is pushing its second track from that point
to Greenfield, so that by the first of next December the
greater portion of its work will have been done, and its com-
pletion can easily be accomplished early next year. The
Boston, Hoosac Tunnel, and Western road announces its in-
tention»of double-tracking its road.

(Hommomocaltl) of iltaesactjm'tte

In the Year One Thousand Eight Hundred and Eighty-one.
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Appropriations have already been made by previous legisla-
tures to double-track the tunnel and the State road west of it,
and the work is already well advanced. The present indica-
tions, however, are that the large volume of both passenger
and freight traffic which is about seeking the tunnel over the
several connecting roads will in a measure be checked, unless
the State, at the present session of the Legislature, shall
adopt a policy more in accordance with the prospective de-
mands of business than that which has been pursued for the
past two years. The private capital which is now being ex-
pended in such large amounts, by men who realize the great
opportunities of the Tunnel route, should remind the State
that now is the time to seek to give practical efficiency to
this great enterprise, on which it has alreadj'- expended many
millions, and from which it ought to derive a very substantial
revenue in addition to large' benefits to be secured to many
of the industries of the Commonwealth. The present ac-
tivity in business, the desire for increasing railroad facilities
to reach the seaboard, the demands of connecting roads, and
the large investment of the State, all combine to render it
important that the Tunnel route secure its proper share of
permanent business befoi-e another period of business depres-
sion begins. Up to the present time, no appropriation has
been made for double-tracking the State road east from the
tunnel to Greenfield, a distance of between twenty-seven
and twenty-eight miles. It can readily be seen that a single-
track road of such length cannot do the through and local
business which two tracks on the west and four on the east
are preparing to deliver to it. Through trains from the west
are often late ; the tunnel causes a little delay, which with
thirty miles of single track tends to create delay, confusion,
blocks, and a liability to accidents. Through passenger
trains will not be largely patronized whose connections are
uncertain, and through freight trains seeking the seaboard
and ocean connections must arrive as promptly as trains over
other and competing lines of travel.

The expense of grading and laying a second track is greatly
increased when the first track is in constant use; and it will
probably now cost twenty-five per cent more to construct i
second track than it would have cost to have built it in con
nection with the first track. It is, therefore, a necessity tha
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a, second track be laid from Greenfield to the tunnel at the
earliest practicable tin

The cost of constructing the road-bed for a second track
from Greenfield to the tunnel, including bridges, and laying
the same with steel rails will be about six hundred and fifty
thousand dollars, and with the multiplying of trains on the
single track this amount will be increased if the work is
deferred.

The Committee, therefore, recommend that the State pro-
ceed at once with the work of laying a second track from
Greenfield to the tunnel, and that the same be completed
within three years or sooner, as provided by the Resolve here-
with reported.

A. D. FESSENDEN,
EMERSON GAYLORD,
E. S. CONVERSE,
JOHN I. BAKER,
M. V. B. JEFFERSON,
S. PROCTOR THAYER,
EBENEZER BECKFORD,
GEO. F. FAY,
FRANK GARGAN,
J. TYLER STEVENS,
SIDNEY STRONG.
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In the Year One Thousand Eight Hundred and Eighty-one.

Resolved, That the manager of the Troy and Greenfield
Railroad and Hoosac Tunnel, under the direction of the
Governor and Council, is hereby authorized and directed to
complete the double-tracking of said road within three years
from the passage of this act, or in a shorter time if consistent
with proper economy.

, RESOLVE

In reference to the Double-tracking of the Troy and Green-
field Railroad and Hoosac Tunnel.

(Hommomocaltt) of iitassadjusrtts.








