
No. 366.

Executive Department

To the Honorable Senate.

I return herewith to the Senate, in which it originated, a
Resolve “In relation to Dock and Railroad Terminal Facili-
ties in the Port of Boston,” which is as follows :

“ Resolved, That the harbor and land commissioners be
authorized to mature and embody in a bill to be submitted
in connection with their annual report to the next general
court such plans as they may think expedient for the im-
provement of the South Boston Flats for dock and railroad
terminal purposes: provided, that no expenses for travelling
outside of the Commonwealth shall be incurred under this
Resolve.”

Although resolves of this general character have been
frequent, I recall no other with such a proviso. It was not
contained in the Resolve of 1879, authorizing an investiga-
tion of the subject of railroad signals by the railroad com-
missioners, nor in the joint order of 1879, authorizing an
investigation into the system of contract convict labor, in
which last case there was, however, a general limitation of
the whole amount to he expended, which seems to me the
proper restriction for such cases. I cannot approve it,
whether regarded as a part of the present enactment or as a
reflection on similar expenses heretofore incurred in the same
behalf. The problem to be solved is one of great importance.
It involves the redemption of hundreds of acres of flats, and
a system of dockage adapted to the great shipping and rail-
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road interests of the future. There is no similar case within
our own territory; and if any information can he obtained by
visiting New York or Baltimore, it would be a narrow policy
to forbid the commissioners to go and get it. It is not likely,
however, that they will deem even this necessary. As ap-
pears by their recent report, they, hist year, after securing to
the: treasury over a million dollars from the sale, of a pdrtion
of the flats already filled, and appreciating anew the magni-
tude of the work of best utilizing the immense area still
remaining, visited by one of their number and studied the
great docks of England, Holland, and Belgium. Their
suggestion so to do was approved by the Executive. It
was done by them as a part of their duty under existing
statutes charging them with the recommendation of such
legislation as they deem necessary for the preservation and
improvement of our harbors, and especiallj’ the flats near
South Boston. The expense, like other expenses incurred
under the authority of the same statute, was charged by
them to the Commonwealth flats improvement fund. They
thereby have already acquired the information which will
best enable them, so far as the experience of others can be
of use, to mature and embody a bill.

But the Resolve itself is unnecessary. It merely gives an
authority already sufficiently provided for by the Act of 1866.
But more especially, chap. 25 of the Resolves of the present
year, entitled “ A Resolve in relation to the connection of
Railroads and Docks,” has already committed the same duty
covered by the present Resolve to the hands of a joint com-
mission, composed of the railroad and harbor and land com-
missioners. In the former resolve, however, no such proviso
as that now in question is contained; and to insert it in one
and not in the other is an uncalled-for discrimination.

JOHN D. LONG.
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