
SENATE m. 254

Senate, May 1, 1889.

The Committee on Water Supply, to whom was referred
the petition of the city of Somerville for authority to borrow
$200,000 for high water service, report the accompanying
Bill.

For the Committee,

J. F. DWINELL.

Commomocaltl) of itlassadjusetts.
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Year One Thousand Eight Hundred

AN ACT
To authorize the City of Somerville to establish a

High Water Service, and to issue Additional
Water Bonds.

1 Section 1. The city of Somerville, for the
2 purpose of supplying said city and the inhabitants
3 thereof with water for the extinguishment of fires,
4 and for domestic and other purposes, is hereby
5 authorized to lay, construct and maintain within
G the limits of said city, such pipes, aqueducts and
7 standpipes, engine houses or other structures or

8 works, in connection with its system of water
9 supply and the water supply furnished to said city

10 by the city of Boston, as may be requisite for the

11 purpose of establishing and maintaining high
12 water service in any part or parts of said city
13 deemed advisable by the city council; and for such

tfommomDcaltt) of iftassacljusctts.
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14 purpose may at any time within five years from
15 the passage of this act, by vote of its city council,
16 take and hold by purchase or otherwise any lands
17 and buildings thereon, rights of way and ease-
-18 ments, necessary for said purposes.

1 Sect. 2. Said city shall, within sixty days
2 after taking any lands, buildings, rights of way or

3 easements, as herein provided, otherwise than by
4 purchase, for the purposes of this act, file and
5 cause to be recorded in the registry of deeds for
6 the county of Middlesex, southern district, a
7 description thereof sufficiently accurate for idon-
-8 tification, with a statement that the same is taken
9 pursuant to the provisions of this act, which state-

-10 ment shall be signed by the mayor of said city,
11 and the title of all lands so taken shall vest in the
12 city of Somerville.

1 Sect. 3. Said city shall be liable to pay all
2 damages sustained in property by any persons
3 or corporations by reason of the taking of any
4 land, right or easement, or by any other thing
5 done by said city under the authority of this act.
6 If any person or corporation, sustaining damages
7 as aforesaid under this act, docs not agree with
8 said city upon the amount of said damages, he
9 may within two years from such taking, and not

10 afterwards, apply by petition for an assessment of
11 the damages to the superior court in the county
12 of Middlesex; and thereupon, after such notice as
13 said court shall order to the said city, a trial shall
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14 be had at the bar of said court, in the same
15 manner as other civil cases are there tried by
1G jury. If the city council of said city, at the time
17 of the taking of any land, right or easement as
18 aforesaid, shall have made an award of the amount
19 of damages sustained by the petitioner, he shall
20 recover his costs, if upon the trial damages are
21 increased beyond the award; otherwise, the peti-
22 tioner shall pay costs, and such costs shall be
23 taxed as in civil cases. Said petition may be filed
24 at any time within said two years, in the office of
25 the clerk of said court.

1 Sect. 4. In every case of a petition to the
2 superior court for an assessment of damages as

3 provided in this act, the said city may tender to
4 the petitioner or his attorney any sum, or may
5 bring the same into court to be paid to the peti-
G tioner, for the damages by him sustained or

7 claimed in his petition, or may in writing offer to
8 be defaulted, and that damages may be awarded
9 against it for the sum therein expressed; and if

10 the petitioner does not accept the sum so offered
11 or tendered, with his costs up to that time, but
12 proceeds with his suit, he shall be entitled to his
13 costs to the time of such tender or payment into

14 court or offer of judgment, and not afterwards,
15 unless the amount recovered by him in such action
16 exceeds the amount so tendered.

1 Sect. 5. All the rights, powers and authority
2 <rivcn to the city of Somerville by this act shall



1889.1 SENATE —No. 254.

3 be exercised by said city, subject to all duties,
4 liabilities audrestrictions herein contained, in such
5 manner, and by such agents, officers and servants
6 as the city council shall from time to time ordain,
7 direct and appoint.

1 Sect. 6. For the purpose of paying for the
2 lands, rights or easements, and settling the dam-
-3 ages herein referred to, and for providing means
4 for the further extension and improvement of the
5 water works of said city from time to time, and for
6 the purposes mentioned in the first section of
7 chapter two hundred and two of the acts of the
8 year eighteen hundred aud sixty-eight, and gen-
-9 erally for all purposes mentioned or referred to in

10 this act, the city of Somerville is hereby author-
-11 ized to issue from time to time as a water debt,
12 in addition to what it is already authorized by law
13 to issue, notes, scrip or bonds, to be denominated
14 on the face thereof, Somerville water loan, to an
15 amount not exceeding two hundred thousand dol-
-16 bars, bearing interest not exceeding six per centum
17 per annum, payable semi-annually, the principal
18 to be payable at periods of not more than thirty
19 years from the issuing of such scrip or bonds
20 respectively; and said
21 bonds or scrip, or any
22 time, or use the same in
23 for said purposes, upon
24 as it may deem proper,

city may sell said notes,
part thereof, from time to
payment of debts incurred
such terms and conditions
provided that said notes,

25 bonds and scrip shall not be sold at less than par.
26 The said city, at the time of authorizing said loan
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27 or any part thereof, shall provide for the payment
thereof in such annual proportionate payments as
will extinguish the same within the time pre-
scribed in this act; and when such vote has been
passed, the amount required thereby shall, with-
out further vote, be assessed by the assessors of
the city in each year thereafter, until the debt in-
curred by said loan shall be extinguished, in the
same manner as other taxes are assessed, under
the provisions of section thirty-four of chapter
eleven of the Public Statutes.

28
29
30
31
32
33
34
35
36
37

The said city is hereby authorized to raise by
taxation from time to time any part of said two
hundred thousand dollars; but this provision shall
not exempt the said city from the provisions of
section one of chapter three hundred and twelve
of the acts of the year eighteen hundred and
eighty-five. The words, “ said city,’’ wherever
used in this act, shall refer to and mean the said
city of Somerville.
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1 Sect. 7. This act shall take effect upon its
2 passage.






