
SENATE .... No. 331.

Senate, May 31, 1889.

The Committee on the Judiciary, to whom was referred
the petition of Francis S. Fiske and others, that the juris-
diction of the supreme judicial court and- the superior
courts be extended to matters of appeal from taxation, the
laying out of ways, and to all other cases in which rights of
property are not protected in accordance with the provisions
of the Constitution, report the accompanying Bill.

For the Committee,

HENRY L. PARKER.
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In the Year One Thousand Eight Hundred and Eighty-nine.

AN ACT
To authorize Appeals from Assessors of Taxes to

the Superior Court.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives
in General Court assembled, and by the authority qf the
same, as follows:

1 Section 1. Any person entitled to make a

2 complaint for an abatement of his taxes to the
3 county commissioners may, if he so elect under
4 the same terms and conditions, appeal from the
5 decision of the assessors to the superior court for
6 the county in which said city or town is situated.

1 Sect. 2. Such appeal shall be entered by the
2 complainant in the office of the clerk of said court
3 at the return day first occurring not less than
4 thirty days after the assessors have given to the
5 appellant notice in writing of their decision upon
6 his application for such abatement, and shall be
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7 heard and determined by the court without a jury
8 in the manner and with the rights provided by
9 law in other civil cases so heard.

1 Sect. 3. If upon such trial it appears that the
2 complainant has complied with all the provisions
3 of law, and has paid the taxes for which he has
4 been assessed, he may be granted such abatement
5 as said court may deem reasonable under the
6 same circumstances as an abatement may now be
7 granted in like cases by the county commission-
-8 ers, and judgment for the amount thereof shall be
9 rendered against said city or town with costs; if

10 no abatement is granted judgment shall be ren-
-11 dered in favor of said city or town for its expenses
12 and costs to be taxed by the court.

1 Sect. 4. Such appeal shall be tried at the first
2 trial term of said court for civil cases unless delay
3 shall be granted at the request of said city or

4 town for good cause, and said court and the
5 supreme judicial court, upon any appeal from any
6 decision in any such case, shall, if requested by
7 said city or town, advance said case upon the
8 docket so that the same may be tried and decided
9 with as little delay as possible. Either party may

10 fill exceptions to the decisions and rulings of the
11 court upon matters of law arising upon the trial
12 in the same manner and with the same effect as is
13 allowed in the trial of cases in said superior court
14 without a jury.
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1 Sect. 5. The assessors shall give to any per-
-2 son applying to them for an abatement of taxes
3 notice in writing of their decision upon such
4 application within ten days after they take final
5 action thereon.


