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House of Representatives, April 4, 1890.

The committee on Education, to whom was referred the 
petition of J. Anson Budge and others for legislation com
pelling the attendance of children at school during the entire 
school year, report the accompanying Bill.

For the Committee,

M ICHAEL J. M cETTRICK.



2 ATTENDANCE OF CHILDREN IN SCHOOLS. [Apr.

(£ommonroealth o f Jftassacljuseito.

In the Year One Thousand Eight Hundred and Ninety.

AN ACT
To amend Section One o f Chapter Forty-seven of 

the Public Statutes, relative to the Attendance 
o f Children in the Schools.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House o f Representatives 
in General Court assembled, and by the authority of the 
tame, as follows:

1 Section one o f chapter forty-seven o f the Public
2 Statutes is hereby amended by striking out in the'
3 third, fourth, fifth and sixth lines the words “ for
4 at least twenty weeks some public day school in
5 the city or town in which he resides, which time
6 shall be divided so far as the arrangement of
7 school terms will allow into two terms each of ten
8 consecutive weeks,” and inserting in place thereof
9 the words “  some public day school in the city or

10 town in which he resides, and such attendance
11 shall continue for the whole period o f the year
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12 daring which such school is in session,”  so that
13 said section as amended will read as follows: —
14 Sed. 1. Every person having under his con-
15 trol a child between the ages o f eight and four-
16 teen years shall annually cause such child to
17 attend some public day school in the city or town
18 in which he resides, and such attendance shall
19 continue for the whole period o f the year during
20 which such school is in session; and for every
21 neglect o f such duty the person offending shall
22 forfeit to the use o f the public schools o f such
23 city or town a sum not exceeding twenty dollars;
24 but if the person so neglecting was not able, by
25 reason o f poverty, to send such child to school,
26 or if such child has attended for a like period o f
27 time a private day school approved by the school
28 committee o f such city or town, or is regularly
29 attending a public or private day school known
30 as a half time school, also approved by them, or
31 if such child has been otherwise furnished for a
32 like period o f time with the means o f education,
33 or has already acquired the branches o f learning
34 taught in the public schools, or if his physical or
35 mental condition is such as to render such attend-
36 anee inexpedient or impracticable, such penalty
37 shall not be incurred.
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