
HOUSE No. 146.

[Bill accompanying the petition of John M. Berry. Street Railways.]

In the Year One Thousand Eight Hundred and Ninety-seven.

AN ACT
To give effect to Article Six of the Bill of Rights of

the Constitution of Massachusetts, by establishing
a One Cent Fare on Street Railways.
Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives

in General Court assembled, and by the authority of the
same, as follows :

1 Section 1. The rate of fare on cars operated
2 by street railway companies shall not exceed one
3 cent for each passenger within the limits of a city
4 or town in this Commonwealth.

1 Sect. 2. Such companies are hereby forbidden
2 to issue free passes.

CommomucaUl) of iflaosadjiisetts.

1 Sect. 3. To represent the interests of the
2 people and to prevent unjust taxation of passen-
-3 gers, all legal voters of cities and towns through
4 which any street railway company operates its
5 road shall have power to vote for the election of
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G directors, and snch cities and towns shall elect a
7 majority of the directors of such company.

1 Sect. 4. Cities and towns through which any
2 such street railway passes shall guarantee to such
8 railway companies ten per cent, interest per
4 year on all money actually paid into the treasury
5 of the company by stockholders.

1 Sect. 5. Every employee whose duty it is to
2 receive or pay out the money of any such com-

-3 pany shall make a daily detailed sworn statement
4 to auditors chosen by the board of directors of
5 such companies of the cash on hand and of the
6 amount of money received and for what it was

7 received, and of the amount of money paid out
8 and for what it was paid.

1 Sect. 6. If any such company or its employees
2 violate any of the provisions of this act they shall
3 be fined not more than five hundred dollars and
4 not less than ten dollars for each offence.

1 Sect. 7. This act shall take effect in any city
2 when accepted by the city council; provided,
3 however, the legal voters of snch city, at a legal
4 meeting called for that purpose in the several
5 wards, shall by a majority vote of the legal voters
G present and voting thereon approve such accept-
-7 ance, and in any town when accepted by a major-
-8 ity of the legal voters thereof present and voting
9 thereon at a town meeting called for thar pur-

10 pose.






