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Executive Department, Boston, Jan. 25, 1897

To the Honorable the Senate and the House of Represenlalit
I transmit herewith for the

of your honorable bodies a
received from the Secretary

information and consideration
communication this morning
of War of the United States

requesting legislation authorizing the purchase or condemna-
tion by the United States of lands within this Commonwealth
as sites for fortifications and for other military purposes.

ROGER WOLCOTT.

"War Department,
Washington, D. C., Jan. 21, 18!

His Excellency
, the Governor of the Commonwealth of Massachu

Sir : I have the honor to inclose herewith the draft of
an act for giving the consent of the Commonwealth of Mass-
achusetts to the purchase or condemnation by the-United
States of lands within the Commonwealth for sites for for-
tifications and for other military purposes, and to solicit
your offices in commending the proposed legislation to the
General Court of the Commonwealth at the present session,
with a view to its early passage.

Under date of January 9, 1897, this Department author-
ized the purchase of certain land for fortification purposes at
Paddock’s Island, Boston Harbor, Massachusetts. The ex-
isting project will require the acquisition of additional sites
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in that harbor, and it is probable that land will have to be
acquired in future at other points in the Commonwealth
under approved projects.

Under section 355 of the revised statutes of the United
States no public money can be expended in erecting struc-
tures upon lands purchased for fortification purposes, inter
alia, until the consent of the legislature of the State in which
the lands lie to such purchase has been given ; and as there is
no general act of the general court of the Commonwealth

O c

giving such consent as to lands which may be acquired for
military purposes, this department is embarrassed in carrying
out the projects for fortifications within that Commonwealth.

With highest respect, I remain,
Your obedient servant,

DANIEL S. LAMONT,
Secretary of War.
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In the Year One Thousand Eight Hundred and Ninety-seven

AN ACT
Consenting to the Purchase or Condemnation by the United

States of Lands within this Commonwealth as Sites for
Fortifications and for other Military Purposes.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Renresentati
in General Court assembled, and by the authority of the
same, as foil

1 Section 1. The consent of this Commonwealth
2 hereby granted to the Unite
3 one, section eight, clause si

d States, pursuant to article
iventeen, of the constitution

4 of the United States, to th
5 of such lands within this C

purchase or condemnation
jmmonwealth as may have

6 been acquired since January first, eighteen hundred and
7 ninety-seven, or may hereafter be acquired by the United
8 States for sites for fortifications and for other military

9 purposes, subject to the restrictions hereinafter men-
-10 tioned.

CommcmwcaitS) of iltassacljusctts.

1 Sect. 2. The consent herein given shall become
2 effective as to any lands which may have been or may be
3 acquired for the purposes aforesaid when plats and de-
-4 scriptions of the same shall have been filed in the office
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the secretary of this Commonwealth ; and such con-
sent is granted upon the express condition and reserva-
tion that this Commonwealth shall retain the right lo
serve upon and over such lands all civil process and such
criminal processes as may issue under the authority of
the Commonwealth against any person or persons charged
with crimes or offences against the laws of this Common-
wealth, committed without such lands, and that said civil
and criminal processes may be executed thereon in the
same way and manner and with the same effect as if the
consent aforesaid had not been granted.

Sect. 3. This act shall take effect upon its passage.


