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1 Section 1. After judgment has been re-
-2 covered, for any amount, upon a claim for the
3 necessaries of life, the plaintiff may cite the de-
-4 fendant to appear before a police, district or
5 municipal court, having jurisdiction of the parties,
6 at least seven days thereafter, to show cause why
7 an examination into his circumstances should not
8 be made, and a decree entered ordering him to
9 pay said judgment in full or by instalments,

10 weekly, monthly or otherwise. At the time and
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11 place named in said citation, or at such other
12 time, as the court may direct, an examination into
13 the circumstances of the defendant shall be had,
14 and an inquiry shall be made as to his income
15 from any source, and his ability to pay said judg-
-16 ment. If the court finds that the defendant is
17 not able, at the time, to pay said judgment either in
18 full or by instalments it shall enter such finding,
19 subject to revision at any time thereafter, upon
20 proof of changed circumstances; if, however, the
21 court finds that the defendant is able to pay the
22 judgment in whole or by future instalments it
23 shall so order, after allowing a reasonable sum
24 out of the debtor’s income from any source, for
25 the support of himself or his family, and then to
26 pay, as the case may be, the judgment in full, or
27 by weekly or monthly instalments, or otherwise,
28 as the court may deem reasonable. Thereafter,
29 if said judgment debtor fails to comply with said
30 decree, he shall be cited anew to appear at court,
31 and show cause why said decree has not been
32 complied with; and, after a reasonable oppor-
-33 trinity has been given him, unless sufficient cause
34 is then shown, the court may proceed against him,
35 as courts of equity are accustomed to do, in cases
36 of a refusal to comply with their decrees.

1 Sect. 2. The judgment debtor may apply
2 himself for the benefit of the provisions of the
3 preceding section, and cause his creditor to be
4 cited to appear and show cause why the examin-
-5 alien therein provided should not be made. In
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6 ease either the judgment creditor or debtor pro-
-7 ceeds as herein provided, all other process or suits
8 to execute or recover the same judgment, and all
9 actions or proceedings by other creditors against

10 the same defendant, relating to his wages, shall
11 be suspended until the debtor has had time to
12 comply fully with the decree of fhe court or until
13 he has been released of all claims by reason of
11 the judgment upon which the decree has been
15 entered.

1 Sect. 3. The court may, at any time, after
2 written notice to the opposite party, or his at-
-3 torney of record revise, modify or suspend its
4 decree as the circumstances may require.

1 Sect. 4. Either party may appeal to the
2 superior court in the same manner as provided
3 for in civil cases; providing, however, that the
4 decree of the police, district or municipal court
5 shall not be suspended by the appeal, but shall
6 have full force and effect unless the appellant
7 furnishes a bond with sufficient surety or sureties
8 executed by himself or his attorney to pay the
9 usual costs of the superior court to the other

10 party in case the decree of the lower court is not
11 modified or reversed. Whether a bond is fur-
12 nished or not, the case shall be heard in the
13 superior court in the same manner as causes
14 arising under the provisions of chapter one hun-
-15 dred and forty-seven of the Public Statutes. The
16 superior court may, after hearing, in the manner
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17 above provided, either affirm, revise, modify or
18 suspend the decree of the lower court, and it
19 shall thereafter order the cause remanded to the
20 police, district or municipal court from which it
21 was appealed; to have the decree of the superior
22 court there complied with; provided, however,
23 that in case of a change of circumstances of the
24 debtor, through illness, want of employment or
25 otherwise, the lower court may hear the case
26 anew and enter a decree as justice may require;
27 but from every modification of the decree, a party
28 may appeal to the superior court as heretofore
29 provided.

1 Sect. 5. After judgment, and after proceedings
2 have been begun under the provisions of this act
3 no costs shall be allowed to either party, except
4 in the superior court on appeal; providing, how-
-5 ever, that the sum of twenty-five cents shall be
6 paid to the clerk issuing the citations herein pro-
-7 vided, and the sum of fifty cents to the officer for
8 service upon the party cited in, and five cents a
9 mile for travel to and from the court for said

10 service.

1 Sect. 6. This act shall apply to past as well
2 as to future claims or judgments for the neces-
-3 saries of life.

1 Sect. 7. This act shall take effect upon its
2 passage.


