
HOUSE jNo. 406.

House of Representatives, Feb. 2, 1897
[lntroduced on leave by Mr. Innes of Boston.]

In the Year One Thousand Eight Hundred and Ninety-seven.

AN ACT
To provide Two Polling Places at Primary Elections

in Wards of the City of Boston and in Certain
Other Cities and Towns.
Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives

in General Court assembled, and by the authority of the
same , as folloic

1 Section 1. In the city of Boston and any city
2 and town where the provisions of chapter five
3 hundred and seven of the year eighteen hundred
4 and ninety-five and amendments thereof and
5 additions thereto have been accepted and are in
6 force, there shall be designated by the authority
7 which now determines the place for holding
8 primary elections two polling places for each ward
9 of a city, or in case of a town, two polling places
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10 for each town, which polling places shall not, in
11 the case of a city, be in the same voting precinct
12 of such ward, and shall be located in different sec-
-13 tions of said ward or town.

1 Sect. 2. Two weeks prior to the date on
2 which a primary election is to be held, the chair-
-3 man or secretary of the city or town committee
4 shall notify the board of aldermen in a city or the
5 selectmen in a town, or in the city of Boston the
6 board of election commissioners, of the date upon
7 which they intend to hold a primary election, and
8 shall designate the polling place or polling places
9 in such ward or town in which they desire to hold

10 such primary election.

1 Sect. 3. Whenever fifty voters of a ward, or
2 in case of a town, fifty voters of a town, petition
3 the aldermen or selectmen or board of election
4 commissioners, setting forth in their petition that
5 they are of the political faith of that party and
6 that in their opinion the convenience of the citi-
-7 zens of such town or ward require that both poll-
-8 ing places should be provided, both such places
9 shall be furnished and prepared with registering

10 ballot boxes, guard rails and the like, in the same
11 manner as at state elections. Such petition shall
12 be filed at least twelve days prior to the date on
13 which the primary election is to be had.

1 Sect. 4. The aldermen or selectmen or board
2 of election commissioners shall assign the precinct
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3 officers’ half to each of the polling places referred
4 to, and shall give them notice of their assignment
5 seven days prior to the date of holding said pri-
-6 mary election. Such officers shall have the same
7 right to fill vacancies and to enlarge their numbers
8 as is now provided by section twenty-eight of the
9 acts of the year eighteen hundred and ninety-five.

1 Sect. 5. This act shall take effect upon its
2 passage.
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