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In the Year One Thousand Eight Hundred and Ninety-seven.

AN ACT
Relative to the Limit of Age for Compulsory School Attendance.

Commonrocaltt) of itTassacljusctta.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives
in General Court assembled, and by the authority of the
same, as follows:

1 Section 1. Section one of chapter four hundred and
2 ninety-eight of the acts of the year eighteen hundred and
3 ninety-four is hereby amended by striking out all that part
4 of said section commencing with the words ‘ ‘ and in ” in the
5 second line and extending to and including the word “years”
6 in the seventh line, so as to read as follows :

Section 1. Every person having under his control a child
8 between the ages of eight and fourteen years shall annually
9 cause such child to attend some public day school in the city

10 or town in which he resides, and such attendance shall con-
-11 tinue for at least thirty weeks of the school year, if the schools
12 are kept open for that length of time, with an allowance of
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13 two weeks time for absences not excused by the superintendent
14 of schools or the school committee. Such period of attend-
-15 ance shall begin within the first month of the fall term of
16 school, and for each five days’ absence of any such child there-
-17 after, in excess of the above allowance, before the completion
18 of the required annual attendance of thirty weeks, the person
19 having such child under his control shall, upon the complaint
20 of the school committee or any truant officer, forfeit to the use
21 of the public schools of such city or town a sum not exceeding
22 twenty dollars ; but if such child has attended for a like period
23 of time a private day school approved by the school committee
24 of such city or town, or if such child has been otherwise
25 instructed for a like period of time in the branches of learning
26 required by law to be taught in the public schools, or has
27 already acquired the branches of learning required by law to
28 be taught in the public schools, or if his physical or mental
29 condition is such as to render such attendance inexpedient or
30 impracticable, such penalties shall not be incurred.

1 Sect. 2. This act shall take effect upon its passage.






