
HOUSE No. 489.

[Bill accompanying the petition of the Mayor of Somerville. Cities.]

In the Year One Thousand Eight Hundred and Ninety-seven.

AN ACT
To authorize Taking Land for School-houses and other

Public Buildings.

Be it enacted by the Senate
in General Court assembled.

and House of Representatives
and by the authority of the

same, as folloivs:

1 Section 1. Cities by their city councils and towns
2 by their selectmen may take, maintain and hold, in fee,
3 any lands for the erection of a school-house and neces-
-4 sary buildings or for enlarging a school-house or school-
-5 house lot, or for the erection of other public buildings;
6 but the selectmen of towns shall not take any such lands
7 unless previously authorized so to do at some public
8 meeting of the inhabitants of the town regularly warned
9 and notified therefor.

1 Sect. 2. The city councils of cities and the select-
-2 men of towns shall within sixty days after the taking of
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3 any lands as aforesaid file and cause to be recorded in the
4 registry of deeds for the county or district of the county
5 in which the lands are situated a description thereof
6 sufficiently accurate for identification, with a statement of
7 the purpose for which the same were taken.

1 Sect. 3. The city or town taking such lands shall
2 pay all damages sustained by any person or corporation
3 in property by such taking. Any person or corporation
4 sustaining damages as aforesaid, who fails to agree with
5 the city or town as to the amount of damages sustained,
6 may have the damages assessed and determined in the
7 manner provided by law when land is taken for the lay-
-8 ing out of highways on application at any time within
9 the period of two years from the taking of such land.

1 Sect. 4. This act shall take effect upon its passage.
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