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House of Representatives,Feb. 4, 1897
[lntroduced on leave by Mr. Blaney of Boston.]

In the Year One Thousand Eight Hundred and Ninety-seven.

AN ACT
Relative to Voting in the City of Boston.

Be it enacted by the Senate
General Court assembled.

and House of Representatives
and by the authority of the

"ollov.in.

1 Section 1. The board of election commis-
-2 sioners of the city of Boston shall cause to be
3 prepared books for the registration of the quali-
-4 tied male voters of the city, to be known as the
5 general register of voters of the city of Boston,
6 the pages ruled in parallel columns, and desig-
-7 nated at the top by the following particulars;

Commonuiealtl) of illassaclmsetts.
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First. Under the column headed “ Date of
Application,” shall be written the month, day
and year when the applicant presents himself and
is adjudged a qualified voter.
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Second. Under the column headed “Yo. of
Residence or other Designation, May 1, of the
Year of Application,” the name and number of the
street, avenue or other location of the dwelling
of the applicant on that day, if there is a number,
or if there is no number such clear and definite
description of the place of said dwelling as shall
enable it to be readily ascertained, fixed and de-
termined; in case there is more than one house
at the number given by the applicant as his place
of residence, in which house he resides, and if
there is more than one family residing in said
house, he shall state the floor on which he resides.
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Third. Under the column headed “ Name,”
shall be written the name of the applicant, giving
in full the surname and the Christian name or

the name by which he is generally known, and
the initial of every other name which he may
have; but the names of all voters residing in the
same dwelling shall follow each other and shall
be under the street and house number or other
description, as provided, of the dwelling.

25
26
27
28
29
30
31
32
33

Fourth. Under the column headed “ Signa-
ture,” the applicant must write his name on a
line with the statements as herein set forth.
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Fifth. Under the column headed “ Residence
in City,” shall be written the number of months
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39 or years stated by the applicant that he has lived
40 therein.
41 Sixth. Under the columns headed “ Occupa-
-42 tion,” and “ Place of Occupation,” shall be written
48 a statement giving these facts in full.
44 Seventh. Under the column headed “Place of
45 Birth,” shall be written the name of the city or
46 town, county and state, country, kingdom, empire
47 or domain, where he was born, as stated by the
48 applicant.
49

.Eighth. Under the column headed “ Court,”
50 shall be written the designation of the court in
51 which, if the applicant is naturalized, such natu-
-52 ralization was had, as shown by the evidence pre-
-53 sented.
54 Ninth. Under the column headed “ Date of
55 Papers,” shall be written the date of naturaliza-
-56 tion, if the applicant is naturalized, as shown by
57 the evidence presented by the applicant.
58 Tenth. Under the column headed “Personal
59 Description,” shall be written a statement con-
-60 taining the age, approximate height and weight
61 of the applicant.
62 Eleventh. Under the column headed “ Present
63 Residence,” shall be written the residence of the
64 applicant at the date of registration, as stated by
65 him.

1 Sect. 2. An election commissioner or assistant
2 registrar of voters shall at the times and places
3 fixed for registering voters, examine each appli-
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4 cant for registration under oath as to his qualifi-
-5 cations as a voter, and if he is satisfied that the
6 applicant is a qualified voter shall immediately in
7 the presence of the applicant enter in the proper
8 columns of said register the above particulars,
9 according to the statements of the applicant; and

10 if at any time prior to any election said board
11 shall be of opinion that there is an error in any of
12 said particulars, the board, after notifying the
13 person by mail that he will be heard on a certain
14 day named therein, shall after said day correct
15 such error.

1 Sect. 3. No person shall have his name en-
-2 tered upon such register unless he shall person-
-3 ally appear before said board or one of said
4 election commissioners or assistant registrars, and
5 be found to be qualified to be registered as a

6 voter, and if the person is a naturalized citizen,
7 he shall produce his naturalization papers or a

8 certified copy of the record thereof for inspec-
-9 tion, and make oath that he is the person named

10 therein as being naturalized.

1 Sect. 4. Said board each year after the close
2 of registration and before the annual state elec-
-3 tion, shall cause to be made by precincts from the
4 general register, street lists of the registered
5 voters of said city to be used as the check lists at
6 elections, each list containing not less than two
7 hundred names, and in the following form:
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Street or avenue-

Personal De
scription.Reside

Number or othe
__ Designation, ResidenceName op Votes. May 1, City,

of the Year of
Election

1 Sect. 5. Said board shall prepare in pamphlet
2 form, prior to the annual state election and prior
3 to the annual city election, not less than fifty
4 copies of each check list, omitting therefrom
5 everything except the name and residence of the
6 voters, and distribute said copies as they shall
7 deem best.

1 Sect. 6. Every person upon applying to vote
2 shall, when requested by any election officer,
3 write his name in a book prepared for the pur-
-4 pose, unless the voter declares under oath to the
5 presiding officer that he was a voter before the
6 first day of May in the year eighteen hundred
7 and fifty-seven, and cannot read or write, or that
8 by reason of blindness or other physical disabilty
9 he is unable to write.

1 Sect. 7. Any person who gives a false answer
2 to any question authorized relating to his regis-
-3 tration, asked by any commissioner or deputy
4 commissioner, or who attempts to register under
5 any name other than his own, or to otherwise
6 register illegally, or who votes or attempts to vote
7 under any name other than his own, or to other-
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8 wise vote illegally, and any election officer who
9 knowingly permits or aids in the violation of any

10 provisions of law relating to registration or elec-
-11 tion, shall be punished by imprisonment in the
12 state prison for not more than three years, or in
IB the house of correction for not less than six
14 months.

1 Sect. 8. Chapter five hundred and forty-seven
2 of the acts of the year eighteen hundred and
3 ninety-six, and all acts and parts of acts incon-
-4 sistent herewith, are hereby repealed.






