
HOUSE No. 525.

House of Representatives, Feb. 4,18S
[lntroduced on leave by Mr. Estey of Boston.]

In the Year One Thousand Eight Hundred and Ninety-seven

AN ACT
Relative to Electors in the City of Boston.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives
in General Court assembled, and by the authority of the
iame, as follows
1 Section 1. Chapter four hundred and seven-

-2 teen of the acts of the year eighteen hundred and
3 ninety-three is hereby amended by striking out
4 all of section twenty-one of said act.

1 Sect. 2. Section thirty-three of said chapter
2 is hereby amended by striking out the first six
3 lines thereof, and the words “in like manner,” in
4 the eighth line, so that said section as amended
5 will read; Section 33. The city council of any
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6 city other than the city of Boston may provide for
7 the appointment of two or more assistant regis-
-8 trars in such city, who shall hold office for the
9 term of one year, beginning with the first day of

10 October, unless sooner discharged by the regis-
-11 trars. In the making of appointments both for
12 the full term and in the filling of vacancies, the
13 registrars shall so appoint assistant registrars that
14 they shall represent, so far as possible, the differ-
-15 ent political parties.

1 Sect. 3. Section sixty-two of said chapter
2 four hundred and seventeen, as amended by sec-
-3 tion one of chapter four hundred and sixty-nine
4 of the acts of the year eighteen hundred and
5 ninety-six is hereby amended by striking out in
6 the nineteenth and twentieth lines the words “ in
7 the years designated for general registration”;
8 by inserting after the word “ streets ” in the
9 twenty-second line the words “in the same man-

10 ner and form as that prescribed in section four of
11 chapter five hundred and forty-seven of the acts
12 of the year eighteen hundred and ninety-six,
13 omitting therefrom the term of residence in the
14 state and ward”; and by striking out in the
15 twenty-fifth and twenty-sixth lines the words
16 “ and in the city of Boston the age of each male
17 voter therein,” so as to read as follows: Section
18 62. The registrars of voters in each city and
19 town, and in Boston the board of election com-
-20 missioners, shall from the names entered in the
21 annual register of voters prepare voting lists for
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use at the several elections to be held therein.
In such voting lists they shall place in alphabet-
ical order the names of all voters entered on the
annual register (except that in the city of Boston
the voting lists, if deemed advisable by the elec-
tion commissioners, may be prepared by streets
in the same manner and form as that prescribed
in section four of chapter five hundred and forty-
seven of the acts of the year eighteen hundred
and ninety-six, omitting therefrom the term of
residence in the state and ward), and they shall
place opposite the name of each voter his resi-
dence on the preceding first day of May or at
the time of his becoming an inhabitant of such
city or town after the first day of May, and shall
place the names of women entered as voters in
separate columns or lists. In cities they shall
prepare such voting lists by wards, and if a ward
of a city or town is divided into voting precincts,
they shall prepare the same by precincts, and
shall place upon the lists for each ward or pre-
cinct, as the case may be, the names of all voters
having therein a residence as above provided.
They shall place upon the voting lists no names
not entered in the annual register.
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1 Sect. 4. Section one hundred and twenty-one
2 of said chapter is hereby amended by striking out
3 in the third line the word “ thirty ” and inserting
4 in place thereof the word “ ten,” so as to read as
5 follows: Section 121. The board of aldermen of
6 every city, and the selectmen of every town
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7 divided into voting precincts, shall, ten days at
8 least before the day of the annual state or city
9 election in such city or town, and ten days at least

10 before the day of any special election of a state or
11 city officer therein, designate and appoint the
12 polling places for each of the voting precincts in
13 such city or town, and shall procure the same for
14 such purpose, and cause it to be suitably fitted up
15 and prepared therefor. Such polling place shall
16 be in a public, orderly and convenient portion of
17 the precinct; except that when no such polling
18 place can be had within the territorial limits of the
19 precinct, the board of aldermen or selectmen, as
20 the case may be, may designate and appoint a
21 polling place in some public, orderly and conven-
-22 ient place within the limits of any one of the
23 adjoining precincts of such city or town; and for
24 the purposes of this act the place so designated
25 and appointed for the polling place of a precinct
26 shall be deemed and taken to be included in and
27 to be a part of such precinct, as though the same
28 were within the territorial limits thereof. Ho
29 building or portion of a building shall be desig-
-30 nated, appointed or used as a polling place in
31 which or in any part of which intoxicating liquor
32 is sold or has been sold within thirty days next

33 preceding the day of the election. Whenever the
34 polling places have been so designated in a city
35 or town, the board of aldermen of a city shall in
36 at least ten public places in each precinct of the
37 city, and the selectmen of a town shall in at least
38 three public places in each precinct of the town,
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39 forthwith cause to be posted a printed description
40 of the polling places so designated, and shall give
41 such further notice thereof as they may in any
42 case think necessary or proper.

1 Sect. 5, Section one hundred and seventy-five
2 of said chapter four hundred and seventeen is
3 hereby amended by inserting after the word
4 “city” in the first line thereof the words “and
5 in the city of Boston the board of election com-
-6 missioners”; and by inserting after the word
7 “ him ” in the third line the words “ or said com-
-8 missioners”; and by inserting after the word
9 “ part ” in the seventh line the words “in Boston

10 such copies shall be made upon the lists prepared
11 for public distribution from which all information
12 except the name and residence of the voter has
13 been eliminated”; and by inserting in the
14 fourteenth line after the word “ clerk ” the words
15 “or commissioners,” so as to read as follows:
16 Section 175. The city clerk of a city, and in
17 Boston the board of election commissioners, may,
18 after a voting list has been used in any voting
19 precinct and transmitted to him or said commis-
-20 sioners in accordance with the preceding section,
21 unseal and open the envelope containing such
22 voting list, and may make a copy of the list as
23 checked upon written application therefor signed
24 by not less than ten legal voters in the ward of
25 which such precinct forms a part. (In Boston
26 such copies shall be made upon the list prepared
27 for public distribution, from which all information
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28 except the name and residence of the voter has
29 been eliminated.) In like manner the town clerk
30 of a town may, after any such voting list has been
31 used in such town or in any voting precinct
32 thereof, unseal and open the envelope containing
33 such list and may make a copy thereof upon
34 written application therefor signed by not less
35 than ten legal voters of such town. Immediately
36 after any such voting list has been so copied the
37 city or town clerk or commissioners, as the case
38 may be, shall again enclose the list in an envelope
39 and seal the same and shall certify on the envelope
40 to the identity and original condition of such lists.

1 Sect. 6. This act shall take effect upon its
2 passage.






