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[Bill accompanying- the petition of Richard L. Gay. Election Laws.]

In the Year One Thousand Eight Hundred and Ninety-seven.

AN ACT
For the Prevention of Illegal Voting.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives
in General Court assembled, and by the authority of the
same, as follows

1 Section 1. Section one hundred and seventy
2 of chapter four hundred and seventeen of the acts
8 of eighteen hundred and ninety-three, is hereby
4 amended by inserting in the fourth line after the
5 word law, the words: “he shall not be permitted
6 to vote until he has taken the following oath
7 administered by the presiding officer: ‘You do
8 solemnly swear (or affirm) that you are the iden-
-9 tical person whom you represent yourself to be

10 and who is registered in this ward (if in a city)
11 or town (if in a town) and that you have not
12 voted at this election,’” Also by inserting in the
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13 fifth line after the word “ shall ” the word “ also,”
14 so as to read as follows:
15 Section 170. If in any state or city election,
16 or town election in which ballots are provided at
17 the expense of the town, the right of a person
18 offering to vote is challenged for any cause rec-
-19 ognized by law, he shall not be permitted to
20 vote until he has taken the following oath admin-
-21 istered by the presiding officer: “ You do solemnly
22 swear (or affirm) that you are the identical per-
-23 son whom you represent yourself to be and who
24 is registered in this ward (if in a city) or town
25 (if in a town) and that you have not voted at this
26 election,” the presiding officer shall also require
27 the name and residence of the person so offering
28 to vote to be written by himself or by some one
29 in his behalf on the outside of the ballot so
30 offered, and the presiding officer shall add thereto
31 the name of the person so challenging and the
32 assigned cause for which the challenge is made,
33 before such ballot shall be received; but nothing
34 in this section shall be construed as permitting
35 election officers to receive any ballot which by law
36 they are required to refuse. Ho election officer,
37 otherwise than as above required or permitted,
38 and no person other than an election officer shall
39 make any statement or give any information in
40 regard to a ballot cast by a voter so challenged at
41 any such election, except as required by law.

1 Sect. 2. If any person shall refuse to take
2 the oath herein required his vote shall be rejected.
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1 Sect. 3. The clerk shall make a record of the
2 name and residence of every person who has been
3 challenged and voted.

1 Sect. 4. This act shall take effect upon its
2 passage.




