
HOUSE No. 745.

[Bill accompanying the petition of James Keenan. Election Laws.]

In the Year One Thousand Eight Hundred and Ninety-seven.

AN ACT
Providing for the Selection of Caucus Officers and

Election Officers by Lot.
Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representat

I Court assembled, and by the authority of the(

dlo

1 Section 1. The board of election commis-
-2 sioners in the city of Boston shall annually in the
3 month of June select from the certified caucus
4 check list of the respective parties for each voting
5 precinct of said city, the names of not less than
6 fifteen voters, such names to be taken from the
7 check list prepared for the last preceding caucus.
8 Each of the names selected shall be written on a
9 separate piece of paper, and said paper shall be

10 folded so that the name thereon cannot be read
11 without unfolding the same, and when the names
12 are so written and folded, all of the names so

13 selected from each precinct shall be placed in a

14 separate envelope and closed and securely sealed,
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15 and on the outside shall be written the number of
16 the precinct from which such selection was made.
17 When the names so selected from each election
18 precinct have been so placed in separate precinct
19 envelopes, the envelopes shall be placed in a box
20 and kept securely locked until required for use as
21 hereinafter provided. Before the sealing- of the
22 envelopes the names selected shall be recorded in
23 a book which shall at all times be open to public
24 inspection, and the list of names shall also be pub-
-25 lished within ten days after their selection in some
26 newspaper of general circulation in said city.

1 Sect. 2. In the month of September of each
2 year the board of election commissioners shall
3 open said box in the presence of such members
4 of the various political parties as may be present
5 to witness the same and shall then take the en-
-6 velopqs from the box, one at a time, and as each
7 envelope is taken from the box it shall be opened
8 and the names therein contained, without being
9 unfolded, shall be placed in a separate box suita-

10 ble for the purpose; and after the names have
11 been thoroughly shaken the clerk of said board
12 shall draw from said box the name of one person
13 who shall be warden for the voting precinct in-
-14 dicated on the outside of the envelope from which
15 such names were taken; and the name of one

16 other person shall be drawn who shall be clerk,
17 unless of the same political party as the warden,
18 and in such case the name so drawn shall be laid
19 aside and another name drawn until a name is
20 selected of a person not of the same political party
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21 as the warden, and such person shall be clerk of
22 the precinct. In the same manner names shall be
23 drawn for four inspectors, and in case more than
24 two of the inspectors are of the same political
25 party the drawing shall proceed until four names
26 are drawn of which not more than two are of
27 persons of the same political party. Upon the
28 completion of the drawing for warden, clerk and
29 inspectors, a like drawing shall be had for deputy
30 warden, deputy clerk, and four deputy inspectors,
31 subject to the same limitations in respect to
32 preserving the balance of the political parties.
33 Should all the names be drawn from the box and
34 not a sufficient number of election officers be
35 selected said board shall proceed to select and
36 deposit in the box twenty more names and con-

-37 tinue to draw therefrom until all the election
38 officers are selected; provided that such subse-
-39 quent selection shall be made from the electors
40 of the precinct in the same manner as those first
41 selected.

1 Sect. 3. All the provisions of existing laws
2 relative to election officers shall continue in force
3 in so far as the same relate to their duties, term
4 of office and the filling of vacancies; and in gen-
-5 eral the present law shall not be deemed to be
6 modified except in so far as the same relates to
7 the original appointment of election officers.

1 Sect. 4. This act shall apply to all the cities
2 and towns in the Commonwealth and the duties
3 imposed by this act upon the board of election
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4 commissioners in the city of Boston and their
5 clerk shall in other cities be performed by the
6 mayor and city clerk, and in towns by the select-
-7 men and town clerk.

1 Sect. 5. The same method provided in this
2 act for the choice of election officers shall govern
3 in the case of the choice of caucus officers. The
4 provisions contained in the preceding sections
5 relative to maintaining the balance of parties
6 shall not apply, but the caucus officers to act at
7 caucuses of any party shall be chosen exclusively
8 from the voters of that party whose names are
9 entered on the certified caucus check list of the

10 respective parties. If in any precinct of a city
11 or town there is not a sufficient number of voters
12 of a particular party to furnish the number of
13 names required additional names, up to the re-
-14 quired number, shall be taken from the certified
15 caucus check list of an adjoining precinct or
16 precincts. All existing provisions of law con-
-17 cerning caucus officers except in so far as the
18 same relate to the manner of the original appoint-
-19 ment of said officers shall continue in force as
20 though this act had not been passed.

1 Sect. 6. Persons whose names are drawn
2 under the provisions of this act to serve as
3 election or caucus officers may be exempt from
4 the performance of jury duty during their term
5 of service as election or caucus officers.

1 Sect. 7. This act shall take effect upon its
2 passage.


