
HOUSE No. 1083.

House of Representatives, March"23, 1897.

The committee on Towns, to whom was referred the peti-
tion (with accompanying bill, House, No. 322) of George
P. Hawkes and others that a part of the town’of Templeton
may be incorporated as the town of Baldwinville, report the
accompanying Bill.

For the Committee,

JOHN A. WOODBURY

Commomucalti] of illassadjusetts
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In the Year One Thousand Eight Hundred and Ninety-seven.

AN ACT
To incorporate the Town of Baldwinville.

and House of Representatives
and by the authority of the

Be it enacted by the /Senate
in General Court assembled.
same, as follow

1 Section 1. All the territory now within the
2 town of Templeton which lies northerly of the
3 following-described line, that is to say: beginning
4 at a stone monument marking an angle in the
5 boundary line between the town of Templeton
6 and the town of Phillipston at the northeasterly
7 corner of the Lewis Brigham farm, so called and
8 now owned and occupied by Oscar O. Oliver, and
9 running thence in a straight line easterly to a

10 stone monument at northwest corner of Baptist
11 common school house lot, thence in the same
12 course easterly to a stone monument on the east
13 line of the East Baptist common road, thence
14 running southeasterly in a straight line to the
15 boundary line between the town of Templeton
16 and the town of Gardner, at the point where the
17 Underwood pond outlet empties into the Otter
18 river, is hereby incorporated into a separate town

of iltassadjusctte.



1897.1 3HOUSE—No. 1082.

19 by the name of Baldwinville; and the said town
20 of Baldwinville is hereby vested with all the
21 powers and privileges, rights and immunities, and
22 shall be subject to all the duties and requirements,
23 to which other towns are entitled, and subject to
24 the constitution and laws of the Commonwealth.

1 Sect. 2. The inhabitants of and the estates
2 within the town of Baldwinville and the owners
3 of such estates shall he holden to pay all the
4 arrears of taxes which have been legally assessed
5 upon them by the town of Templeton, and all the
6 taxes heretofore assessed and not collected shall
7 be collected and paid to the treasurer of the town
8 of Templeton, and all moneys now in the treasury
9 of the town of Templeton, or that may hereafter

10 be received from taxes now assessed, shall he ap-
-11 plied to the purposes for which they wmre raised
12 and assessed in the same manner as if this act
13 had not been passed; and until the next state
14 valuation the town of Baldwinville shall annually
15 in the month of November pay to the town of
16 Templeton its proportion of such state and county
17 taxes as may be assessed upon said town of Tem-
-18 pleton, said proportion to be ascertained and
19 determined by the last valuation of said town of
20 Templeton, and the assessors of the town of Tem-
-21 pleton shall make return of said valuation and the
22 proportion thereof in the towns of Templeton and
23 Baldwinville respectively to the secretary of the
24 Commonwealth and to the county commissioners
25 of the county of Worcester.
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1> Sect. 3. The towns of Templeton and Bald-
-2 winville shall be respectively liable for the sup-
-8 port of all persons who now do or shall hereafter
4[stand in need of relief as paupers, whose settle-
-5 ment was gained, whether by original acquisition
6 or by derivation within their respective limits, and
7 the town of Baldwinville shall pay annually to
8 the town of Templeton such proportion of all
9 costs for the support or relief of those persons

10 who now do or shall hereafter stand in need of
11 relief or support as paupers, and when settle-
-12 ment by original acquisition or by derivation was
13 gained by reason of military service as a part of
14 the quota of the town of Templeton, or who can-
-15 not be located on the site whence their settlement
16 was derived, or whereon it was acquired, as the
17 valuation of the town of Baldwinville shall bear
18 to that of the town of Templeton, according to
19 the last state valuation prior to said relief and
20 support.

1 Sect. 4. That part of the cemetery fund, the
2 income of which is to be applied to the care of
3 the cemetery in Baldwinville, belonging to the
4 town of Templeton, shall be paid to and become
5 the property of said town of Baldwinville, and be
6 managed and the income expended according to
7 the intention of the original grant thereof.

1 Sect. 5. The decree of the superior court,
2 confirming the finding of the commissioners, abol-
-3 ishing a grade crossing of a public way called
4 North Main street, leading from Baldwinville to
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6 railroad, now leased and operated by the Fitch-
7 burg railroad company, in the territory of the
8 town of Baldwinville, shall apply to the said town
9 of Baldwinville in the same manner as it would

10 to the town of Templeton had this act not been
11 passed; and all suits and proceedings at law or

12 equity arising from such abolition of grade cross-

-13 ings shall be instituted and prosecuted or de-
ll fended by the town of Baldwinville, and the
15 amount recovered in any such suit or proceeding
16 by or against said town of Baldwinville shall be
17 received or paid as the case may be by the town
18 of Baldwinville; and the town of Baldwinville
19 shall assume and pay any liability incurred here-

-20 tofore by the town of Templeton in leasing Le-
-21 land’s hall, Otter River, for town purposes.

1 Sect. 6. All suits and proceedings at law or
2 in equity, other than those mentioned in section
3 five of this act, where the cause of action in favor
4 of or against the town of Templeton arose before
5 the passage of this act, shall be instituted and
6 prosecuted or defended by the town of Templeton,
7 with the same effect as if this act had not been
8 passed, and the amount recovered in any such
9 suit or proceeding by or against said town of

10 Templeton shall be received or paid as the case
11 may be by the town of Templeton, and reckoning
12 costs and expenses, including counsel fees, shall
13 be divided between the towns of Templeton and
14 Baldwinville in proportion to the last valuation
15 prior to the passage of this act.

5 Winchendon and the Vermont and Massachusetts
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1 Sect. 7. The town of Baldwinville shall
2 retain and own schoolhouses, school property,
3 engine houses and rights thereto, and lire ap-
-4 paratus heretofore owned by the town of Temple-
-5 ton, which are within its limits, without payment
6 therefor to the town of Templeton; and the public
7 debt of the town of Templeton, after deducting
8 cash in treasury and debts due said town of
9 Templeton shall be divided between the towns

10 of Templeton and Baldwinville in proportion to
11 the valuation of the town of Templeton to the
12 valuation of the town of Baldwinville, said pro-
-13 portion to be ascertained and determined by the
14 last valuation of the town of Templeton; and in
15 case the town of Baldwinville cannot agree with
16 the town of Templeton as to the amount of debt
17 which it is to assume under this section, said
18 amount shall be determined by three commis-
-19 sioners to be appointed by the superior court for
20 the county of Worcester, upon the application of
21 either town, and notice to the other, whose award
22 when accepted by the said court shall be binding
23 upon all parties.

1 Sect. 8. The town of Baldwinville shall until
2 otherwise provided by law continue to be a part
3 of the second congressional district, of the seventh
4 councillor district, of the fourth Worcester sen-
-5 atorial district, and the second representative
6 district of Worcester county, and the inhabitants
7 of said town of Baldwinville shall vote for each
8 of said officers in the towm of Baldwinville. The
9 selectmen and clerk of said town of Baldwinville
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10 in each of said cases shall make returns as if said
11 town had existed at the time of the formation
12 of said district. The town of Baldwinville shall,
13 until otherwise provided by law, continue to be
14 a part of the judicial district of the first district
15 of northern Worcester. The town of Baldwin-
-16 ville shall continue as a part of the union of the
17 towns of Templeton, Hubbardston, Phillipston
18 and Eoyalston for the support of a superintend-
-19 ent of public schools.

1 Sect. 9. Any justice of the peace within and
2 for Worcester county, whose residence is in the
3 town of Baldwinville, may issue his warrant
4 directed to any inhabitant of said town of Bald-
-5 winville, requiring him to notify and warn the
6 inhabitants thereof, qualified to vote in town
7 affairs, to meet at the time and place therein
8 appointed for the purpose of choosing all such
9 officers as towns are by law authorized and

10 required to choose at their annual meeting- and
11 said warrant shall be served by posting cojnes
12 thereof, attested by the person to whom the same
13 is directed, in three or more public places in said
14 town of Baldwinville, seven days, at least, before
15 such time of meeting ; such justice, or in his
16 absence such inhabitant, required to notify the
17 meeting shall preside until the choice of moder-
-18 ator in said town meeting. The registrars of
19 said town of Templeton shall, before said meet-
-20 ing, prepare a list of voters in said town of Bald-
-21 winville qualified to vote at said meeting, and
22 shall deliver the same to the person presiding at
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23 such meeting before the choice of moderator
24 thereof.

1 Sect. 10. This act shall take effect upon its
2 acceptance by a majority vote of the voters of said
3 town of Templeton present and voting thereon
4 in the several precincts of said town at any special
5 election or legal meeting duly called for the pur-
6 pose, but the number of such elections or meet-
-7 ings shall not exceed two. The first of such
8 elections or meetings shall be called in the month
9 of June, in the year eighteen hundred and ninety-

10 seven, and if a subsequent election or meeting
11 should be necessary, it shall be called in the
12 month of September in the year eighteen hundred
13 and ninety-seven. The selectmen of said town

14 shall insert in the warrant for such election or
15 meeting an article providing for a vote upon the
16 question, “ Shall the act to incorporate the town
17 of Baldwinville be accepted ?” The vote shall be
18 by separate ballot and in accordance with what is
19 commonly known as the Australian ballot or
20 method of voting; and the ballot shall be printed
21 in the following form:
22 “ Shall the act to incorporate the | tbs.

23 town of Baldwinville be accepted? ” N -

24 In taking said vote the check-list shall be used.

1 Sect. 11. All rights heretofore secured to
2 existing corporations upon the territory hereby
3 incorporated shall continue as though this act
4 had not been passed.


