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House of Representatives, March 19, 1897.

The committee on Education, to whom was referred so
much of the Governor’s address (Senate, No. 1) as relates to
public education, and the annual report of the State Board
of Education (Pub. Doc. No. 2), report, in part, the accom-
panying Bill.

For the Committee,

ALMON E. HALL.

Mr. Everett, of the Senate, and Mr. Trow of Salem, of
the House, dissent.

House of Representatives, May 7, 1897.

The committee on Ways and Means, to whom was referred
the Bill relative to the employment of
schools, report that the same ought not to pass.

For the Committee,

THOMAS W. KENEFICK.

Commomucaltl) of iHaosacljusctto.
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AN ACT
Relative to the Employment of Superintendents of Schools.

Be it enacted by the St Be1 •It

in General Court assembled, and by the authority of the
same, as follows:

1 Section 1. The school committee of every town and
2 city in the Commonwealth may, and after July 1, 1898,
3 shall, employ at the expense of said town or city a super-
-4 intendent of schools who, under the direction and con-
-5 trol of said committee, shall have the care and supervision
6 of the public schools.

1 Sect. 2. The school committees of two or more
2 towns, the valuation of each of which exceeds two million
3 five hundred thousand dollars, may unite in the employ-
-4 ment of a superintendent of schools in such manner as
5 may be agreed by said committees

1 Sect, 3. All towns, the valuation of each of which
2 does not exceed two million five hundred thousand dol-
3 lars, shall be formed by their school committees into

4 unions for the purposes of this act, said unions to contain
5 not more than fifty nor less than twenty-five schools
6 each.
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1 Sect. 4. The school committees of the towns com-

-2 prising a union shall form a joint committee, and for the

3 purposes of this act said joint committee shall be held to
4be the agents of each town comprising the union. Said
5 joint committee shall meet annually at a day and place
6 agreed upon by the chairmen of the committees of the

7 several towns comprising the union, and shall organize
Bby the choice of a chairman and a secretary. They shall
9 determine the relative amount of service to be performed

10 by the superintendent in each town, fix his salary, appor-
-11 tionthe amounts thereof to be paid by the several towns,
12 which amounts shall be certified to the treasurers of said
13 townsrespectively. They shall choose by ballot a super-
-14 intendent of schools, in which choice the committee of
15 each town, in the absence of any agreement to the con-
-16 trary, shall have a vote proportional to the town’s share
17 of the expenditure for the superintendent's salary.

1 Sect. 5. Whenever the chairman and secretary of
2 such joint committee shall certify, under oath, to the
3 state board of education, the form of certificate to be de-
-4 termined by said board in accordance with the provisions
5 of this act, that a union has been effected as herein pro-
-6 vided, that the towns unitedly have raised by taxation
7 and expended a sum not less than seven hundred and
8 fifty dollar’s for the support of a superintendent of schools,
9 and that under the provisions of this act a superintendent

10 of schools has been employed for one year, then, upon
11 the approval of said certificate by the state board of cdu-
-12 cation and the presentation thereof to the state auditor,
13 a warrant shall be drawn upon the treasurer of the Com-
-14 monwealth for the payment of fifteen hundred dollars to
15 the chairman or secretary of the joint committee, as the
16 certificate may designate, seven hundred and fifty dollars
17 of which shall be paid for the salary of such superintend-
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18 ent, and the remaining seven hundred and fifty dollars
19 shall be apportioned and distributed to the towns of the
20 union on the basis of the amounts raised and expended
21 for a superintendent of schools in said towns for the year
22 next preceding, which sum shall be added to and used
23 only for the salaries of teachers employed in the public
24 schools within such union.

1 Sect. 6. Any town the valuation of which does not
2 exceed two million five hundred thousand dollars may be
3 united in the employment of a superintendent of schools
4 with a town or city above said valuation and receive from
5 the state treasury a sum of money that bears the same
6 ratio to fifteen hundred dollars that the amount of service
7 of the superintendent in that town bears to his amount of
8 service in the union. Procedure under this section shall
9 conform to the conditions and provisions of sections four

10 and five so far as they are applicable.

1 Sect. 7. Unions having less than twenty-five schools
2 each may be formed provided the board of education is
3 satisfied that special conditions warrant the formation of
4 such unions and gives its consent thereto.

1 Sect. 8. Neither the unions which may be formed
2 under sections three, four, six and seven of this act nor
3 any other unions in existence at the time of the passage
4 of this act to which aid is or may be granted from the
5 state treasury under the provisions of this act shall be
6 dissolved because any one of the towns shall have in-
-7 creased its valuation so that it exceeds two million five
8 hundred thousand dollars, nor because the number of
9 schools shall have increased beyond the number of fifty

10 or decreased below the number of twenty-five, or below

11 the number that may be consented to under section seven
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12 as a basis for union, nor for any reason, except by per-
-13 mission of the board of education, until July first, nine-
-14 teen hundred, at which time and at intervals of five years
15 thereafter unions shall be subject toreorganization. The
16 provisions of this section relating to restrictions upon the
17 dissolutions of unions shall apply also to such unions as
18 may be formed July first, nineteen hundred, and there-

-19 after, and cover such periods as may intervene between
20 the times of their formation and the times herein specified
21 for their reorganization.

1 Sect. 9. In every town and city employing a super-
-2 intendent of schools, the members of the school committee
3 shall receive no compensation unless it is otherwise
4 ordered by vote of said town or city.

1 Sect. 10. There shall be appropriated annually such
2 sum as may be necessary to carry out the provisions of
3 this act.

1 Sect. 11. Sections forty-two, forty-three, forty-four
2 and forty-five of chapter forty-four of the Public Statutes,

3 chapter two hundred of the acts of eighteen hundred and
4 ninety-three, chapter fifty-eight of the resolves of eighteen

5 hundred and ninety-four, and all acts or parts of acts
6 inconsistent with the provisions of this act are hereby
7 repealed.
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