
HOUSE No. 1288.

House of Representatives, May 11, 1897.

The joint committee on the Judiciary, to whom was
referred the annual report of the deputy sealer of weights
and measures (Senate, No. 7), report the accompanying
Bill.

For the Committee,

WALTER L. BOUVE

House of Representatives, May 12, 1897.

The committee on Ways and Means, to whom was referred
the bill relative to weights and measures, report that it
ought to pass.

For the Committee,

THOMAS W. KENEFICK

(Hommonujcaltl) of ittassacljusctts.
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In the Year One Thousand Eight Hundred and Ninety-seven.

AN ACT
Relative to Weights and Measures.

Be it enacted by the Senate
in General Court assembled.

and House of Representatives
and by the authority of the

same , as folio-
1 Section 1. The treasurer and receiver-general
2 is hereby authorized and directed to procure, and
3 to keep in a safe and accessible place in the state
4 house, a set of apothecaries’ weights consisting of
5 twelve, six and two ounces; eight, four and two
6 drams; three, two, one and one-half scruples;
7 ten, five, four, three, two, one, one-half, one-fourth
8 and one-tenth grains, the same to be derived from
9 the troy pound or its equivalent, as established by

10 the United States government; and also a set
11 of wine measures consisting of minims, drams,
12 ounces, pints, quarts and gallons. The said sets

13 shall be compared with and shall correspond in

14 all respects with the same as prescribed by the

15 national government, and shall be the sole author-

Commoutocaltl) of itlassadjusetts
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16 ized standards of apothecaries’ weights and of
17 wine measures in this Commonwealth.

1 Sect. 2. The treasurer and receiver-general
2 shall cause said standard sets to be compared with
3 those of the United States at least once every five
4 years, and such corrections as are found neces-

o sary shall be made in the same from time to time,
6 so that they shall always equal in every respect
7 those of the national government.

1 Sect. 3. Within six months after the passage
2 of this act the treasurer and receiver-general shall,
3 at the expense of the several counties, furnish to
4 the several treasurers thereof, to be kept by them
5 in suitable safe and accessible places and at the
6 respective county seats, duplicate sets of weights
7 and measures as established by section one of this
8 act, which sets shall be used as standards for the
9 respective counties for apothecaries’ weights and

10 for wine measures within which they are so kept,
11 and which shall be compared with those in the
12 custody of the treasurer and receiver-general at
13 least once in each and every three years; and
14 such corrections shall be made in the same as are
15 from time to time found necessary.

1 Sect. 4. The treasurers of the several cities
2 and the town clerks of the several towns when so
3 directed by the selectmen of the same, shall be
4 furnished, upon request to the treasurer and
5 receiver-general, at the expense of such cities and
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6 towns respectively, with duplicate sets of said
7 weights and said measures to be kept by such
b treasurers or clerks in suitable accessible public
9 places as provided in section five of chapter sixty-

-10 five of the Public Statutes for the use of the in-
-11 habitants of such cities and towns, and which shall
12 be used as standards in the respective cities or
13 towns in which the same may be kept. The treas-
-14 urers of the several cities and the clerks of the
15 several towns possessing such sets of weights and
16 of measures, shall cause the same to be compared
17 with the standards of the same at their respective
18 county seats, or with those at the state house, at
19 least once in each year, and any corrections found
20 necessary in the same shall be made at the ex-
-21 pense of the city or town possessing the defective
22 standard or standards.

1 Sect. 5. The treasurer of any county or city
2 or the clerk of any town who neglects to provide
3 a suitable place for keeping such weights and
4 measures, or who neglects to keep them in good
5 order and repair, or who suffers any of them
6 through his neglect to be damaged, lost or de-
-7 stroyed, shall forfeit two hundred dollars; and
8 the treasurer of any county or city, and the clerk
9 of any town, who neglects to have such standards

10 in his custody tried, adjusted and sealed at least
11 once in each year by the treasurer of the Com-
-12 monwealth or by the county treasurer as the case

13 may be, as provided in this act, the expense
14 thereof to be paid by the respective counties,
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15 cities or towns, shall forfeit a sum not exceeding
16 fifty dollars.

1 Sect. 6. All apothecaries and all other per-
-2 sons dealing in drugs, medicines or merchandise
8 commonly sold by troy weight or by wine meas-
-4 ure shall, when using such weights and measures,
5 cause the same to be tested and sealed either by
6 the treasurer of the county, the treasurer of the
7 city or the town clerk of the town in which such
8 person is carrying on business, at least once in
9 each year; and such officers are for the purposes

10 of this act hereby made sealers of weights and
11 measures in their respective counties, cities or

12 towns unless different provision is made for the
13 election or appointment of sealers in counties,
14 cities or towns.

1 Sect. 7. Any person, firm or corporation sell-
-2 ing or dealing in drugs, medicines or merchandise
3 requiring the use of apothecaries’ weights or wine
4 measures, or in which the same are commonly
5 used, failing to keep the weights and measures
6 used by them in such business tested according
7 to the provisions of this act, shall upon complaint
8 and conviction before any police, municipal or
9 district court having jurisdiction, be punished by

10 a fine of not less than five dollars and not more
11 than fifty dollars for each offence.

1 Sect. 8. Sections eighteen, nineteen, twenty,
2 twenty-one and twenty-five of chapter sixty-five
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3 of the Public Statutes shall, so far as applicable,
4 apply to the weights and measures referred to in
5 this act and shall, in general, so far as applicable,
6 have the same application to the subject matter of
7 this act as if they had been repeated at length
8 herein.

1 Sect. 9. This act shall take effect upon its
2 passage.






