
HOUSE .... No. 1329.

[Mr. Stone of Springfield moves to substitute this bill for the bill
printed as House, No. 853.]

in the Year One Thousand Eight Hundred and Ninety-seven.

AN ACT
To provide for a Uniform System of Preparing Jury Lists

and Impanelling Juries throughout the Commonwealth.

md House of Representatives
md by the authority of the

R (h:ic

General Court assembled,
folicnr

1 Section 1. The board of registrars of voters in each
2 city and town in the Commonwealth shall, in January or
3 February of each year, prepare a list of such inhabitants
4 of the city or town, not absolutely exempt from jury ser-
-5 vice, as they think well qualified to serve as jurors, being
6 persons of good moral character, of sound judgment, and
7 free from all legal exceptions ; which list shall include
8 not less than one for every one hundred inhabitants of
9 the city or town, and not more than one for every sixty
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10 inhabitants, computing by the then last census, except
11 that in the county of Dukes county it may include one
12 for every thirty inhabitants.

1 Sect. 2. The list when so prepared shall be posted
2 up by the board of registrars of voters in public places
3 in the city or town ten days at least before it is submitted
4 for revision and acceptance, and shall then be laid before
5 the board of aldermen in cities and before the selectmen
6 in towns. In cities in which the city council consists of
7 but one branch the list shall be laid before the city
8 council. The authority before which such list is laid
9 may strike names from such list but shall not add names

10 thereto, except as hereinafter provided. Said authority
11 shall strike no names from said list except of a person
12 who has been convicted of a crime and has not been par-
-13 doned on the ground of his innocence of such crime, or
14 of a person who is not qualified by law for service as a
15 juror.

1 Sect. 3. If the list as revised and accepted includes
2 less than one juror for every hundred inhabitants of said
3 city or town, said board of registrars of voters shall pre-
-4 pare, post, and submit to the authority aforesaid a further
5 list or lists and like proceedings shall be had as in the
6 case of the original li-t, until the number of jurors re-
-7 quired by law is obtained.

1 Sect. 4. The jury lists in cities shall be published
2 as a public document, with the address and occupation
3 of each juror. In towns, the list, with the occupation,
4 shall be published as part of the annual town report.

1 Sect. 5. The authority revising the list, under the

2 provisions of section two of this act, shall cause the
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3 names borne on the list as completed, to be written each
4 on a separate paper or ballot and shall roll up or fold the
5 ballots so as to resemble each other as much as possible,
6 and so that the name vritten thereon shall not be visible
7 on the outside; and they shall place the ballots in a box
8 to be kept by the city or town clerk for that purpose.

1 Sect. 6. If a person whose name is so placed in the
2 jury box is convicted of a scandalous crime, or is guilty
3 of gross immorality, his name shall be withdrawn there-
-4 from by the authority aforesaid and he shall not be re-
-5 turned to serve as a juror.

DRAWING AND SUMMONING OF JURORS

1 Sect. 7. Jurors shall be drawn and summoned as
2 provided by sections seventeen to twenty-two, both in-
-3 elusive, of chapter one hundred and seventy of the Pub-
-4 lie Statutes, and by chapter five hundred and fourteen of
5 the acts of the year eighteen hundred and ninety-four,
6 and acts in amendment thereof and in addition thereto.
7 Venires for jurors to be returned from cities shall be
8 served on the mayor and aldermen.

IMPANELLING OF JUEIEi

1 Sect. 8. On the day when the jurors are summoned to
2 attend at court, in any county in the Commonwealth, for
3 the trial of either civil or criminal cases, except capital
4 cases, the clerk of the court shall cause the name, place
5 of abode, and occupation of each person summoned as a
6 juror to be written on separate cards or papers, all of
7 which shall be as nearly as may be of the same size, and
8 shall cause them to be placed in a box provided for that
9 purpose. When a case is brought on to be tried, the

10 clerk, in open court, shall shake the papers thoroughly
11 together, and shall then draw out twelve papers one after
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12 the other. If any of the persons whose names are so
13 drawn do not appear, or are excused or set aside, the
14 clerk shall draw out other papers until the names of
15 twelve are drawn who appear and are not excused or set
16 aside. The said twelve men shall be duly sworn and im-
-17 panelled, and shall he the jury to try the issue, and one
18 of them shall be appointed foreman by the court. The
19 names of the jurors so sworn shall be kept by themselves,
20 and, when the verdict of a jury has been recorded or
21 when the jury has been discharged by consent of parties
22 or by leave of the court, shall be returned to the box;
23 and this process shall be repeated in each case when an
24 issue is brought on to be tried by jury ; but if an issue is
25 so brought on before the verdict in any other case has
26 been recorded or the jury in such case has been dis-
-27 charged, the court may order a jury for the trial of such
28 issue to be impanelled, by the drawing, in the manner
29 aforesaid, of papers from those then remaining in the box.

1 Sect. 9. When a jury is to bo impanelled in any
2 county in the Commonwealth for the trial of a capital
3 case, the clerk of the court shall cause the name of each
4 juror summoned therein to be written on a separate
5 paper, and each paper to be folded uniformly and in such
6 a manner that the name written thereon shall not be
7 visible, and shall cause such papers to be placed in a box
8 provided for that purpose. He shall then proceed in
9 open court to draw the papers from said box, one by one,

10 and the first twelve persons whose names are upon the
11 papers so drawn, who are not excused or otherwise set
12 aside, shall be sworn as the jury for the trial of the case.

GENERAL PROVISIONS.

1 Sect. 10. Sections six to nine, both inclusive, and

2 sections twenty-three to thirty-two, both inclusive, of
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3 chapter one hundred and seventy of the Public Statutes,
4 and chapter one hundred and twenty-three of the acts of
5 the year eighteen hundred and eighty-eight are hereby
6 repealed.

1 Sect. 11. This act shall take effect on the first day
2 of January in the year eighteen hundred and ninety-eight
3 and shall govern the impanelling ofall juries impanelled
4 subsequent to that date. It shall also govern the prepara-
-5 tion of all jury lists prepared subsequent to said date, but
6 until the preparation, revision and acceptance of said new
7 lists, jurors may be drawn from the lists prepared under
8 the laws in force at the time when this act takes effect.
9 Except as above provided in this section this act shall

10 not affect any suit or proceeding, civil or criminal, pend-
-11 ing at the time of its taking effect, or affect the validity
12 of the proceedings of any jury impanelled prior to the
13 date of its taking effect, but such jury shall, until dis-
-14 charged, continue to serve in the same manner and with
15 the same legal effect as if this act had not been passed.








