
HOUSE .... No. 1375.

House of Representatives, June 9, 1897.
[lntroduced on leave by Mr. Clarke of Wellesley.]

In the Year One Thousand Eight Hundred and Ninety-seven.

AN ACT
To require Local Authorities to suppress the Brown Tail

Moth.

and House of Representatives
and by the authority of the

Be it enacted by the /Senate
General Court assembled.

followssati.

the pest known as the brown1 Section 1. Whenever
2 tail moth shall be discovered in any city or town of the
3 Commonwealth it shall be the duty of the city or town
4 government to take immediate steps for its extinction

5 and to prevent its spread. If they are in doubt what the
6 pest is, they shall notify the board of agriculture, and

7 whenever they are informed by said board that such pest
8 exists within their respective municipalities, they shall at
9 once enter upon the work ot its confinement to the in-

10 fested area and its suppression.

Commomwcaltl) of iilassadjusctts.
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1 Sect. 2. It shall be the duty of the board of agri-
-2 culture to cause inspections to be made upon the receipt
3 of notice from local authorities and also whenever the
4 board has reason to suspect the presence of this pest in

5 any city or town, and to furnish the local authorities an

6 ample supply of printed directions as to the best methods
7 for its confinement and extinction

1 Sect. 3. It shall be the duty of the owners and

2 managers of premises infested by this moth to exert
3 themselves persistently to confine and suppress it, under
4 the direction of local and state authorities and to promptly
5 report any spread of the pest which they may discover.

1 Sect. 4. Mayors and aldermen of cities and select-
-2 men of towns who shall neglect or refuse to comply with
3 the requirements of the statute, shall, on information or
4 complaint of the district attorney or an indictment by the
5 grand jury, and on conviction thereof, be fined ten dol-
-6 lars each for every day of such neglect or refusal after the
7 receipt of due notice from the board of agriculture that
8 their city or town is thus infested.

1 Sect. 5. The owner or manager of any infested
2 premises who shall, after the receipt of a notice in writing
3 from the mayor and aldermen of his city or from the
4 selectmen of his town, or from the board of agriculture,
5 neglect or refuse to comply with this act, shall upon con-
-6 viction thereof before any court of competent jurisdiction,
7 be fined one dollar for every day of such neglect, or
8 confined in jail not more than five days nor less than one
9 day, or suffer both penalties in the discretion of the

10 court.

1 Sect. 6. This act shall take effect upon its passage






