
HOUSE No. 14.

Pension Department

To the Honorable the Senate and House of Representatives in General
Court assembled.

Gentlemen ;I have the honor to submit my annual
report for the year ending Dec. 31, 1897.

The office has been removed from Mount Vernon street to
room 158 State House, where we have more commodious
quarters and are well equipped to perform all the business
required in the prosecution of claims against the United
States government, and in the execution of pension vouchers
for all pensioners residing in this vicinity.

The business of the office has increased materially during
the past year and I see no reason why all claimants residing
in this State should not take advantage of this office, for the
reason that it is recognized by the various departments in
Washington as of the Commonwealth of Massachusetts.

The office is indebted for its standing to the Massachu-
setts delegation in Congress. Our senators and members
of Congress have joined in a request to the Commissioner of
Pensions asking that he will treat the communications
received from the Massachusetts agent as if they were made
by them individually. The Commissioner of Pensions has
cheerfully complied with their request and communications
from this office and status of claims called for, are answered
as promptly as if they were received from the Congressmen
themselves.
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If claimants residing in this Commonwealth would make
this office the medium for calling up their claims, I am satis-
fied that it would be for their benefit, rather than trouble
members of Congress. When I receive the status of a
claim I see what is required to complete the same and
forward the Commissioner’s letter with the necessary blanks
for evidence, with instructions, for the completion of the
claim. When the evidence is received it is forwarded to the
Commissioner and if satisfactory the pension is allowed.

Following is a detailed statement of the work of the office
for the past year :

Total number of claims received, . . . 1,842
Number of claims allowed, .... 428
Number of claims rejected, .... 270
Amount collected, $63,946.59
Affidavits made and filed, 3 . 9,763
Pension vouchers executed, .... 12,937
Letters received, 8,109
Letters written, ...... 8,302
Total expense of office, ..... $6,761.38

Respectfully submitted,

J
Stale Pension Agent.

B. PARSONS,






