
HOUSE No. 112

[Bill accompanying the petition of the Massachusetts Association of
Relief Officers. Probate and Insolvency.]

In the Year One Thousand Eight Hundred and Ninety-eight.

AN ACT
Relative to the Pauper Laws of the Commonwealth.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives
in General Court assembled, and by the authority of the
same, as follows:

1 Section 1. Section one, fifth part, of chapter eighty-
-2 three of the Public Statutes, is hereby amended by strik-
-3 ing out in the second line the words “five years” and
4 inserting in place thereof the words “ three years ;

” also
5 by striking out in the fourth line the words “ three years ”

6 and inserting in place thereof the words “two years;”
7 also by striking out in the fourth line the words “that
8 time ” and inserting in place thereof the words “three
9 taxable years of,” so as as follows: Fifth. Any

10 person of the age of twenty-one years who resides in
11 any place within this state for three years together, and
12 pays all state, county, city or town taxes duly assessed
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13 on his poll or estate for any two years together within
14 thiee taxable years of that time, shall thereby gain a
15 settlement in such place.

1 Sect. 2. Section one, sixth part, of chapter eighty-

2 three of the Public Statutes is hereby amended by strik-
-3 ing out in the second line the words “ five years ” and
4 inserting in place thereof the words “ three years” so as
5 to read as follows : Sixth. Any woman of the age of
6 twenty-one years, who resides in any place within this
7 state for three years together, shall thereby gain a settle-
-8 ment in such place.

1 Sect. 3. Section two of chapter eighty-three of the
2 Public Statutes is hereby amended by striking out in the
3 fourth line the words “five years ’’and inserting in place
4 thereof the words “ three years,” so as to read as fol-
-5 lows: Section 2. Nothing in the preceding section
6 shall be construed to give to any person the right to ac-
-7 quire a settlement, or to be in process of acquiring a
8 settlement, while receiving relief as a pauper, unless
9 within three years from the time of receiving such relief

10 he reimburses the cost thereof to the city or town furnish-
-11 ing the same.

1 Sect. 4. Section four of chapter eighty-three of the
2 Public Statutes is hereby repealed and the following sub-
-3 stituted therefor, so as to read as follows : Section 4.
4 No person who has begun to acquire a settlement by the
5 laws in force at and before the time when these provi-
-6 sions take effect shall be prevented or delayed by said
7 provisions, but shall acquire a settlement in the same
8 manner as if the former laws had continued in force.

1 Sect. 5. Section six of chapter eighty-three of the
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2 Public Statutes is hereby repealed, and the following
3 substituted therefor, so as to read as follows : Section 6.
4 All settlements acquired by virtue of any provisions of
5 law in force prior to the passage of the act approved
6 May thirteenth, eighteen hundred and sixty-five, entitled,
7 “An act relating to the settlement and relief of persons
8 who have served in the army and navy of the United
9 States ” are hereby defeated and lost except where the

10 existence of such settlement prevented a subsequent
11 acquisition of settlement in the same place: provided,
12 that whenever a settlement acquired by marriage has
13 been thus defeated, the former settlement of the wife, if
14 not defeated by the same provision, shall be thereby
15 revived.

1 Sect. 6. Chapter eighty-three of the Public Statutes,
2 is hereby amended by adding a new section to be num-

-3 bered section seven, and so as to read as follows : Sec-
-4 tion 7. All persons absent from the Commonwealth of
5 Massachusetts for ten years in succession, shall lose their
6 settlement.

1 Sect. 7. Section six of chapter eighty-four of the
2 Public Statutes is hereby amended by adding at the end
3 thereof, the words “and hereafter the same legal obliga-
-4 tion to support her children shall rest upon the mother
5 as now by law rests upon the father,” so as to read as fol-

-6 lows : Section 6. The kindred of such poor persons, in the
7 line or degree of father or grandfather, mother or grand-
-8 mother, children or grand children by consanguinity,
9 living in this state and of sufficient ability, shall be

10 bound to support such paupers, in proportion to their
11 respective ability, and hereafter the same legal obligation
12 to support her children shall rest upon the mother as
13 now, by law, rests upon the father.
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1 Sect. 8. Section seven of chapter eighty-four of the
2 Public Statutes is hereby amended by striking out in the
3 tenth line, the words “ six months ” and inserting inO

4 place thereof, the words “two years ”so as to read as
5 follows : Section 7. The superior court in the county
6 where any one of such kindred to be charged resides,
7 upon complaint of any-city, town or kindred who has
8 been at expense for the relief and support of such
9 pauper, may, on due hearing, assess and proportion

10 thereto, such sum as it shall deem reasonable for or
11 towards the support of the pauper to the time of such
12 assessment, and may enforce payment thereof by execu-
-13 tion in common form, provided, that such assessment
14 shall not extend to any expense for relief afforded more
15 than two years previous to the filing of the complaint.

1 Sect. 9. Section eighteen of chapter eighty-four of
2 the Public Statutes is hereby repealed and the following
3 section substituted therefor, so as 'to read as follows:
4 Section 18. A city or town may furnish aid to poor
5 persons found therein, having no lawful settlement
6 within the state, if the overseers of the poor deem it for
7 the public interest; but, except in cases of sickness, not
8 for a greater amount than two dollars a week for each
9 family during the months of May to September inclusive,

10 or three dollars a week for the months of October to
11 April inclusive, and the overseers shall in every such
12 case give immediate notice by mail to the state board of
13 lunacy and charity, which board, shall they direct dis-
-14 continuance, said board shall remove such person to the
15 state almshouse, or to some place out of the state, either
16 before or after removal to the state almshouse, according
17 to law, a detailed statement of expenses so incurred shall
18 be rendered, and after approval by the state board such
19 expenses shall be paid from the state treasury.
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1 Sect. 10. Sections thirty-six and thirty-seven of
2 chapter eighty-four of the Public Statutes are hereby
3 repealed.

1 Sect. 11. Section thirty-one of chapter eighty-seven
2 of the Public Statutes is hereby amended by striking
3 out in the second line the words “city and town pau-
-4 pers,” so as to read as follows: Section 31. The
5 price for the support in state lunatic hospitals of state
6 paupers shall be three dollars and twenty-five cents a
7 week for each person.

1 Sect. 12. Section thirty-two of chapter eighty-seven
2 of the Public Statutes, is hereby amended, by striking
3 out in the first line, the last two words, “not having”
4 from the second line, the first word “known” from the
5 sixth line the words “or of the place of their settlement
6 if any such is” from the seventh line, the word “ascer-

-7 tained” so as to read as follows: Section 32. The
8 charges for the support of lunatics in this state shall be
9 paid quarterly by the Commonwealth ; and the same may

10 afterwards be recovered, by the treasurer of the Common-
-11 wealth, of the lunatics themselves, if of sufficient ability
12 to pay the same, or of any person or kindred bound by
13 law to maintain them. And the district-attorneys or
14 other prosecuting officers shall bring actions therefor
15 when requested.

1 Sect. 13. Section thirty-three of chapter eighty-
-2 seven of the Public Statutes is hereby amended by strik-
-3 ing out in the first line, the words “ having known ” in the
4 second line, the word “either” and the word “ settle-
-5 ments” in the third line all after the word “pay,” in
6 line four, all words in the line, in line six the first two
7 words “ place or” in line ten all after the word “ treas-
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8 nrer” in line eleven, the first four words “of the town
9 or,” in line fifteen, the words “ city, town, or” so as to

10 read as follows :
“ Section 33. The charges for the

11 support of lunatics in this state shall be paid quarterly
12 by the person bound to pay, unless other sufficient secur-
-13 ity is taken, to the satisfaction of the trustees, for such
14 support. If any person refuses to pay such charges, or
15 such sum as may be charged and due according to the
16 by-laws of the hospital for the removal of a patient whom
17 the trustees are authorized by law to remove, for thirty
18 days after the same has been demanded in writing by the
19 treasurer of a person liable therefore, the same, with
20 interest from the time of such demand, may be recov-
-21 ered for the use of the hospital in an action to be insti-
-22 tuted by the district-attorneys, or other prosecuting
23 officers, in the name of the treasurer against such delin-
-24 quent person.

1 Sect. 14. Section thirty-four of chapter eighty-seven
2 of the Public Statutes is hereby amended by striking out
3 in line one the last two words “ support or ” so as to read
4 as follows : Section 34. Every city or town paying
5 expenses for the removal of a lunatic committed to either
6 hospital, shall have like rights and remedies to recover
7 the full amount thereof, with interest and costs, of the
8 place of his settlement as if such expenses had been in-
-9 curred in the ordinary support of the lunatic; and the

10 lunatic, if of sufficient ability to pay the same, and any
11 kindred bound by law to maintain him, shall be liable for
12 all such expenses paid by a city or town in either case.

1 Sect. 15. Section forty-three of chapter one hun-
-2 dred and sixteen, is hereby amended by adding at the
3 end thereof the words “and the treasurers of benefit
4 associations, insurance companies and safety deposit com-
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5 panies, shall in like manner, and subject to the same
6 conditions, give information to the overseers of the
7 poor,” so as to read as follows : Section 43. The treas-
-8 urer of every such corporation shall, upon a written
9 request signed by an overseer of the poor of a city or

10 town, inform him of the amount, if any, deposited in the
11 corporation to the credit of any person named in such
12 request, who is a charge upon the Commonwealth or
13 upon a city or town therein as a pauper; and a treasurer
14 who unreasonably refuses to give such information or
15 wilfully renders false information, shall forfeit fifty
16 dollars for every such offence to the use of the city or
17 town upon which such pauper is a charge, or to the Com-
-18 monwealth if the pauper is a charge upon the Common-
-19 wealth, and the treasurers of benefit associations, insurance
20 companies and safety deposit companies, shall in like
21 manner and subject to the same conditions give informa-
-22 tion to the overseers of the poor.

1 Sect. 16. This act shall take effect upon its passage.




