
HOUSE No. 119.

[Bill accompanying the petition of Alexander Lockhart. Election
Laws.l

In the Year One Thousand Eight Hundred and Ninety-eight.

AN ACT
To require Elections by City Councils to be conducted

according to the Australian System.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives
and by the authority of thein General Court assembled

same , as follows:

1 Section 1. In each city in the Commonwealth in
2 which city officers are elected by the two branches of the
3 city council assembled in joint convention, the mayor
4 shall cause voting booths to be prepared in, or adjoining,
5 the room where such joint conventions are to be held.
6 Such voting booths shall be similar to those used in the
7 several precincts of said city at state and municipal elec-
-8 tions, and the number thereof shall be determined by
9 the mayor.

1 Sect. 2. When an election of city officers, by both
2 branches of the city council assembled in joint conven-
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3 tion, is to be held, the city clerk shall cause to be sea-
-4 sonably prepared a sufficient number of blank ballots of
5 the same size as the ballots used in elections by the
6 people, and shall cause designations of the offices to be
7 filled to be printed therein, with a blank space under-
-8 neath for writing in the name of the candidate whom any
9 member of the council may wish to vote for. Said

10 ballots shall be so arranged that when folded the names
11 of the persons voted for will be concealed from view, as
12 in the case of ballots used by the people. The city clerk
13 shall also have in readiness for use at elections by the
14 city council one or more of the ballot boxes used at
15 elections by the people.

1 Sect. 3. When in any city any officers are to be elected
2 by the two branches of the city council in joint convention,
3 such election shall be held by secret ballot under the pro-
-4 visions of this act, and no other form of balloting shall
5 be lawful. Each person entitled to vote shall prepare his
6 ballot in one of the voting booths arranged for the pur-
-7 pose and shall deposit his ballots in the ballot box, folded
8 in such a manner as to conceal the names of the persons
9 voted for.

1 Sect. 4. All expenses incurred in carrying out the
2 provisions of this act, whether in the preparation of
3 voting booths or otherwise, shall be paid from the city
4 treasury.

1 Sect. 5. This act shall take effect upon its passage.






