
HOUSE No. 263.

[Bill accompanying the petition of Massachusetts Single Tax League
Constitutional Amendments

In the Year One Thousand Eight Hundred and Ninety-eight.

AN ACT
Relative to Taxation for Public Schools, the Care of the

Poor, and Public Ways, and for Local Purposes.
Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives

and by the authority of theGeneral Court assembled,

same, as follow
1 Section 1. All sums hereafter required to be raised
2 by taxation in cities and towns for the following pur-

-3 poses, namely: for the support of the public schools
4 authorized or required by law; for the relief, support,
5 maintenance and employment of the poor; for laying
6 out, discontinuing, making, altering and repairing high-
-7 ways and streets, or town ways, and for labor and ma-
-8 terials to be used thereon, or for any other purposes in
9 respect of public schools, the poor, or ways, shall be

10 ascertained, determined and assessed in accordance with
11 the provisions of this act.

Commoiuucciltl) of iftassadjusdts.
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1 Section 2. The city council of every city and the
2 inhabitants of every town at a legal meeting shall, before
3 the first day of December in each year, estimate the
4 amount which will be required for each of said several
5 purposes during the financial year of the city or town
6 beginning next after that date, and the mayor of every
7 city and the selectmen of every town shall cause a state-
-8 ment of said several items, signed by the mayor or by the
9 chairman of the board of selectmen, as the case may be,

10 and attested by the city or town clerk, to be transmitted
11 to the tax commissioner on or before the tenth day of
12 December following.

1 Section 3. The county commissioners of each county
2 shall, before the first day of December in each year, esti-
-3 mate the amount which will be required to be paid by
4 or may be made chargeable to the county in respect of
5 highways during the financial year of the county begin-
fi ning next after that date, and shall cause a statement
7 thereof, signed by the presiding commissioner and at-
-8 tested by their clerk, to be transmitted to the tax com-
-9 missioner on or before the tenth day of December

10 following. In the county of Nantucket, the board of
11 selectmen of the town of Nantucket shall make return for
12 said county, and the county commissioners for the county
13 of Middlesex shall include in their return the estimate in
14 respect of highways in the city of Chelsea and in the
15 towns of Revere and Winthrop in the county of Suffolk.

1 Section 4. The state highway commission shall, be-
-2 fore the first day of December in each year, estimate the
3 amount which will be required in respect of state high-
-4 ways during the financial year of the Commonwealth
5 beginning: next after that date, and shall cause a state-o o 7

6 ment thereof, signed by the presiding commissioner and
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7 attested by their clerk, to be transmitted to the tax com-
-8 missioner on or before the tenth day ot December fol-
-9 lowing.

1 Section 5. The deputy tax commissioner shall pre-
-2 pare a table showing the sum estimated for each of said
3 purposes in each city and town in the Commonwealth, of
4 the several sums estimated by the board of county com-
5 missioners, or other officers for each county, and by the
6 state highway commission, and the total amount esti-
-7 mated for each of said purposes throughout the Comraon-
-8 wealth, and shall also prepare a table showing the
9 apportionment of such total amount for each purpose

10 among all the cities and towns in the Commonwealth in
11 the proportion that the total value of land in each city or
12 town, exclusive of buildings and other improvements
13 thereon, bears to the total of such value of land in all the
14 cities and towns in the Commonwealth, taking for that
15 purpose such value of land as shown by the returns then
16 last made to the secretary of the Commonwealth by the
17 assessors of the several cities and towns in accordance
18 with law.

1 Section 6. The deputy tax commissioner shall, be-
-2 fore the fifteenth day of January following, lay the tables
3 so prepared by him before the general court for examina-
-4 tion and allowance of the sums required by and to be

and town to be raised by taxa-5 apportioned to each city
6 tion for said several purp )SC

1 Section 7. The sum
2 general court for each of

determined and allowed by the
aid several purposes in accord-

3 ance with the provisions of this act shall be deemed to bo
4 state taxes, and shall be included by the treasurer in his
5 warrant for the assessing thereof sent to the assessors of
6 the several cities and towns, as required by law.
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1 Section 8. The tax commissioner shall credit each
2 city and town with the amount allowed to it for each of
3 said purposes, and debit the city or town with the
4 amount apportioned to it for each purpose to be raised
5 by taxation, and shall include a statement thereof in his
6 warrant to the assessors.

1 Section 9. The assessors of each city and town shall
2 assess the amount for all said purposes apportioned to the
3 city or town under the terms of this act upon the value
4 of land in such city or town, exclusive of all buildings
5 and other improvements thereon.

1 Section 10. If the total sum for said purposes ap-
-2 portioned to a city or town to be raised by taxation and
3 debited to it exceeds the amount credited to it for all said
4 purposes, the treasurer of said city or town shall pay to
5 the treasurer of the Commonwealth such excess on or
6 before the first day of December next after the date of
7 his warrant to the assessors. If the amount credited to
8 the city or town for all said purposes exceeds the amount
9 apportioned to it as aforesaid, the treasurer of the Com-

10 monwealth shall pay such excess to the treasurer of the
11 city or town on or before the tenth day of December
12 following the date of his warrant to the assessors.

1 Section 11. In any city or town, an amount for any
2 of said purposes, in addition to the sum for that purpose
3 allowed by the general court, may in any year be appro-
-4 priated and raised by taxation, in any city by a vote of
5 two-thirds of each branch of the city council, and in a
6 town by a vote of two-thirds of the legal voters present
7 and voting at a legal meeting. Such additional amounto o O

8 shall be raised and assessed in the manner required by
9 section nine of this act.
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1 Section 12. Any commissioner, clerk or city or town
2 officer who neglects to perform a duty required of him by

the terms of this act shall forfeit fifty dollars.

1 Section 13. Every city by ordinance, and every
2 town by by-law may from time to time determine and
3 provide that all taxes required to be levied or assessed
4 by the board of assessors, other than taxes for the pur-
-5 poses mentioned in previous sections of this act, and
6 excluding also state taxes and county taxes, shall be
7 assessed upon the value of land only, excluding buildings
8 and other improvements, or upon real estate only, or, in
9 addition to either such value of land or real estate, upon

10 any one or more class or classes of personal property
11 instead of by the method at any time required by exist
12 ins law.

1 Section 14. All acts and parts of acts inconsistent
2 with this act are hereby repeated.

1 Section 15. This act shall take effect upon its
2 passage.








