
HOUSE No. 273.

[Bill accompanying the petition of Thomas D. Bearan. Mercantile
Affairs.]

In the Year One Thousand Eight Hundred and Ninety-eight.

AN ACT
To incorporate the Roman Catholic Bishop of Springfield

and his Successors a Corporation Sole, to hold and
manage Certain Property for Religious and Charitable
Purposes.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives
in General Court assembled, and by the authority of the
same, as follows:

1 Section 1. The present Roman Catholic bishop of
2 the diocese of Springfield and his successors in office
3 shall be and are made a body politic and corporation
4 sole, under the name of the Roman Catholic Bishop of
5 Springfield, and by that name the said bishop and his
6 successors in office shall be known, and shall hereafter
7 have succession with all the powers, rights and privileges
8 prescribed, and subject to all the liabilities and limita-
-9 tions imposed by the Public Statutes. And in the event
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10 of a vacancy in the office of bishop, owing to the decease
11 of an incumbent, or should any bishop in said office be or
12 become incapacitated from performing his duties therein,
13 then the person regularly appointed administrator of said
14 diocese shall, while his appointment as administrator con-
-15 tinues, have the same powers as are by this act conferred
16 upon the Roman Catholic bishop of said diocese.

1 Section 2. The said corporation shall be empowered
2 to receive, take and hold, by sale, gift, lease, devise or
3 otherwise, real and personal estate of every description,
4 for religious, charitable and burial purposes, and to man-
-5 age and dispose of the same for the religious and chari-
-6 table purposes of the Roman Catholic church, subject to
7 the laws of the Commonwealth and to the terms of any
8 trust set forth in an}' bequest, devise, deed or conveyance
9 of any said estate, with such limitations as may by law

10 govern any such trust, with full power, subject to the
11 laws of the Commonwealth and the terms of such trusts,
12 to convey the said estate by deed of mortgage for the
13 payment of money as well as by deed absolute.

1 Section 3. The present Roman Catholic bishop of
2 Springfield shall, within six months after the passage of
3 this act, make, sign and swear to a statement which he
4 shall submit to the commissioner of corporations, setting
5 forth that he lawfully and regularly holds the office of
6 Roman Catholic bishop of Springfield, and that he accepts
7 the provisions of this act and will duly conform to them.
8 If it appears that the statement has been duly made,
9 signed and sworn to, the commissioner shall certify that

10 fact and his approval of the statement by his endorsement
11 thereon. Such statement shall thereupon be filed by the
] 2 person making the same, in the office of the secretary of
13 the Commonwealth, who shall cause the statement, with
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14 the endorsement thereon, to be recorded, and shall there-
-15 upon issue a certificate to the person making the state-
-16 ment, reciting this act, the substance of the statement
17 afoi’esaid, and that said Roman Catholic bishop of Spring-
-18 field and his successors are legally established as and are
19 made an existing corporation, under the name of the
20 Roman Catholic bishop of Springfield, with the powers,
21 rights and privileges, and subject to the limitations,
22 duties and restrictions which by law appertain thereto.
23 The secretary shall sign the same and cause the seal of
24 the Commonwealth to be thei’eto affixed, and such cer-
-25 tificate shall be conclusive evidence of the existence of
26 such corporation. He shall also cause a record of such
27 certificate to be made, and a certified copy of such record
28 may be given in evidence, with like effect as the original
29 certificate.

1 Section 4. Every successor in the office of bishop of
2 Springfield, and every person duly appointed to admin-
-3 ister the office for any cause shall forthwith make, sign
4 and swear to a statement, which he shall immediately file
5 in the office of the secretary of the Commonwealth, set-
-6 ting forth that he is a citizen of the United States, that
7 at the time of making such statement he lawfully and
8 regularly held the office of bishop of Springfield, or the
9 office of administrator of the diocese thereof, as the case

10 may be, and that he has accepted said office and com-
-11 menced the duties thereof, and in addition thereto shall
12 submit to the secretarj' of the Commonwealth his letter
13 of appointment in evidence of his being bishop.

1 Section 5. All gifts, grants, deeds and conveyances,
2 and also all devices and bequests heretofore made of
3 property within this Commonwealth, to every person
4 who held the office of Roman Catholic bishop of Spring-
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5 field, in which the addition of bishop of Springfield, or
6 Catholic bishop of Springfield, or Roman Catholic bishop
7 of Springfield may have been used or made in the in-
-8 strument giving or disposing of property to the grantee,
9 devisee or legatee, shall be construed, unless the con-

10 trary clearly appears on the instrument, when the terms
11 of it and the limitations thereof shall prevail as convey-
-12 ing, giving, granting, devising or bequeathing the prop-
-13 erty in such instrument mentioned to such person as was
14 Roman Catholic bishop of Springfield, and that the titles
15 passing respectively by such instruments and now held
16 by the present Roman Catholic bishop of Springfield shall
17 bo and the same are hereby vested in the corporation es-
-18 tablished by this act, subject to any trust expressed in
19 any said instrument and to any limitations governing
20 said trust.

1 Section 6. The corporation shall be subject to all

2 laws of this Commonwealth regulating corporations es-
-3 tablished for religious and charitable purposes in requir-
-4 ine them to make annual and other returns to the com-
-5 missioner of corporations concerning their condition and
6 affairs.

1 Section 7. This act shall take effect upon its passage.


