
HOUSE No. 457.

[Bill accompanying the petition of G. H. Palmer. Taxation.]

AN ACT
To lessen the Burden of Taxation upon Certain Disabled

Soldiers and Sailors, and the Wives and Widows of such
Soldiers and Sailors.
Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives

in (General Court assembled, and by the authority of the
same, as follows:

1 Section 1. The property of the following classes of
2 persons shall he exempt from taxation to the amount of
3 two thousand dollars in the case of each person, pro-
-4 vided, such person has filed with the assessors a sworn
5 statement of all his property real and personal, and
6 provided, his whole estate does not exceed in value the
7 sum of five thousand dollars.
8 First. Soldiers and sailors who are pensioners under
9 any of the pension laws of the United States granting

10 pensions to invalid soldiers and sailors, who served in

CommcmiDcaltl) of iHassculjusctts.

In the Year One Thousand Eight Hundred and Ninety-eight.



2 [Jan.BURDEN OF TAXATION.

11 the war of the rebellion and were honorably discharged
12 therefrom.
13 Second. Soldiers and sailors who served in the mili-
-14 tary or naval service of the United States in the war of
15 the rebellion and were honorably discharged therefrom,
16 not now receiving a pension, and who have become per-
-17 manently incapacitated for the performance of manual
18 labor.
19 Third. The widow of such sailor or soldier, and the
20 wife of such soldier or sailor, who has no property
21 subject to any tax but who otherwise be entitled to
22 exemption under either of the two preceding paragraphs.

1 Section 2. The certificate of the granting of a pen-
-2 sion to any soldier or sailor by the United States, for
3 any injury or incapacity mentioned in said certificate,
4 while such pension continues shall be sufficient evidence
5 of the receiving of such injury or incapacity. And when
6 such pension certificate shows by its terms and the
7 monthly payments due on the same that it is granted to
8 the pensioner for permanent incapacity for manual labor,
9 such certificate shall be conclusive evidence of the fact of

10 applicant’s permanent incapacity for manual labor.
11 The board of assessors may receive additional evidence
12 of the extent of the disability, and the applicant may
13 show by his own testimony, if a pensioner, that the
14 disability for which he was pendoned has increased to
15 the extent of total disability since the granting of such
16 pension to him. When the applicant has not a pension
17 certificate he shall be required to prove that he has con-
-18 tracted or received such disability, not occasioned by
19 vicious habits, and the exteut, by reason thereof, of his
20 incapacity for the performance of manual labor.
21 The words “ incapacitated for the performance of
22 manual labor” as used in this act, shall be construed to
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23 mean an incapacity for the continuous daily performance
24 of manual labor as compared with the capacity for such
25 labor of an able-bodied man.
26 A person aggrieved by the decision of the assessors
27 upon his written application for exemption from taxation
28 under this act, may within six months from the date of
29 their written notice to him of their decision upon his
30 application, notify in writing the assessors, and there-
-31 upon the assessors shall tile with the clerk of the county
32 commissioners for the county in which his application
33 was filed, the application for exemption from taxation
34 of appellant, together with copies of his sworn statement
35 of the property owned by him, their decision upon such
36 application, and his appeal therefrom, and their decision,
37 after due hearing has been given to the appellant and
38 the board of assessors, from whose decision the appeal
39 was taken, shall be conclusive and final. No appellant
40 shall be required to pay any entry fee or other charge
41 upon his appeal.

1 Section 3. If the assessors shall refuse or neglect to
2 hear and determine upon the application of such soldier
3 or sailor within thirty days from the day of the filing
4 such application, it shall be taken for granted that such
5 application has been allowed by the assessors, and the
6 property of the applicant shall become and be exempt to
7 the amount of two thousand dollars.

1 Section 4. Chapter one hundred and forty-eight of
2 the acts of the year eighteen hundred and ninety-seven
3 is hereby repealed.

1 Section 5. Phis act shall take effect upon its passage.




