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House of Representatives, Feb. 2, 1898.
[lntroduced on leave by Mr. Perry of Natick. Election Laws.]

In the Year One Thousand Eight Hundred and Ninety-eight.

AN ACT
Relative to the Appointment of Election Officers.

Be it enacted hy the Senate and House of Representatives
in General Court assembled, and hy the authority of the
same, as follows:

1 Section 1. Section twenty-six of chapter four hun-
-2 dred and seventeen of the acts of eighteen hundred and;

3 ninety-three is hereby amended by inserting after the
4 word town, in the eighth line, the words, “ such persons
5 as may be recommended by the political parties entitled
6 to be repre-ented on the board, at a duly called caucus,
7 or in the absence of such recommendation, by the town
8 committee, so as to read as follows :

9 Section 26. In every city, except the city of Boston,
10 to which the provisions of section twenty-four shall not
11 apply, and in every town which shall have three hun-
-12 dred registered voters, as provided in the following sec-
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13 tion, there shall be a board of registrars of voters,
14 consisting of the city or town clerk, and, in addition,
15 thice persons who shall, in a city, be appointed by the
16 mayor, subject to the approval of the board of aldermen,
17 and, in a town, such persons as may be recommended by
IS the political parties entitled to be represented on the
19 board, at a duly called caucus, or in the absence of such
20 recommendation, by the town committee, shall be ap-
-21 pointed by the selectmen, by a writing signed by them,
22 or a majority of them, and filed with the town clerk.
23 When a board of registrars is first appointed, the regis-
-24 trars shall be appointed in the month of March or April,
25 for terms respectively of one, two and three years, be-
-26 ginning with the first day of May next ensuing, and con-
-27 tinuing until their respective successors are appointed
28 and qualified. In the month of March or April in every
29 year succeeding the original appointment of a board of
30 registrars, as aforesaid, one registrar shall be appointed
31 for the term of three years, beginning with the first day
32 of May next ensuing, and until his successor is appointed
33 and qualified.

1 Section 2. Section one hundred and eight of chapter
2 four hundred and seventeen of the acts of eighteen hun-
3 dren and ninety-three is hereby amended by inserting
4 after the word appoint, in the fourth line, the words,
5 “ such persons as may be recommended by the political
6 parties to be represented, at a duly called caucus, or in
7 the absence of such recommendation, by the town com-
-8 mittee,” so as to read as follows :

9 Section 108. The selectmen of every town which is
10 divided into voting precincts shall, at some time between
11 the first and fifteenth days of October, in each year, ap-
-12 point such persons, as may be recommended by the
13 political parties to be represented at a duly called caucus,
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14 or in the absence of such recommendation, by the town
15 committee, as election officers for each voting precinct,
16 one warden, one deputy warden, one clerk, one deputy
17 clerk, two inspectors and two deputy inspectors, who shall
18 be qualified voters of the precinct. The selectmen of
19 any such town may, in like manner, appoint in addition
20 to the above, two inspectors and two deputy inspectors.
21 Such election officers shall be so appointed as equally to
22 represent the two leading political parties, except that,
23 without disturbing the equal representation of the two
24 leading political parties, not exceeding two of such elec-
-25 tion officers may be appointed from qualified voters not
26 representing either of such two parties. The warden and
27 one of the inspectors so required to be appointed shall
28 be of a different political party from the clerk and other
29 inspector, and in each case the principal and bis deputy
30 shall be of the same political party. Every election
31 officer so appointed shall hold office for a term of one year
32 beginning with the first day of November succeeding his
33 appointment, and until his successor is appointed and
34 qualified, or until his removal, as hereinafter provided.
35 Every such election officer may be removed from office
36 by the selectmen, upon written charges of incompetency
37 or official misconduct, preferred either by the town clerk
38 or by not less than six qualified voters of the precinct
39 for which the officer is appointed to act.




