
HOUSE No. 593.

House of Representatives, Feb, 2, 1898.
[lntroduced on leave by Mr. McCarthy of Boston. Metropolitan

Affairs.]

In the Year One Thousand Eight Hundred and Ninety-eight

AN ACT
To provide for the Improvement of the Banks of Rivers

within the Metropolitan Parks District.
Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Itepresenlalives

'n General Court assembled, and by the authority of the
same, as follows :

1 Section 1. The board of metropolitan park commis-
-2 sioners, in addition to any and all powers heretofore
3 given, is hereby authorized for the purpose of making
4 the rivers within the metropolitan parks district more
5 available as open spaces for recreation and exercise, to
6 regulate the use of certain spaces along or near said riv-
-7 ers within said district and to care for and maintain the
8 spaces so regulated ; and for this purpose the said board
9 is hereby authorized to take by eminent domain, or to

10 acquire by agreement or otherwise, the right to plant,
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11 care for, maintain or remove trees, shrubs and growth of
12 any kind within said regulated spaces, and also, and for
13 the same purpose, to take or impose by eminent domain,
14 or acquire the benefit of by agreement or otherwise, such
15 restrictions upon such regulated spaces as said board may
16 deem expedient; provided, however , that none of the
17 rights above mentioned nor any restrictions shall be
18 taken or imposed by right of eminent domain, without
19 the concurrence of a majority of the board and without
20 the concurrence of a majority of the board of park com-
-21 missioners, if any, of the city or town in which the land
22 lies out of which said rights are taken or upon which
23 said restrictions are imposed. Nothing, however, in any
24 of the foregoing provisions shall be construed to abridge
25 or limit in any manner the powers heretofore given to
26 said board to take or acquire land in fee simple even
27 after rights may have been taken or restrictions imposed
28 under the provisions of this act.
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1 Section 2. Said board shall estimate and determine,
2 as near as may be, all damages sustained by any person
3 or corporation b}T the exercise of the powers of eminent
4 domain conferred by the provisions of this act; but any-
-5 body aggrieved by such determination of the board may
6 have such damages assessed by a jury of the superior
7 court, in the same manner as is provided by law with
8 respect to damages sustained by reason of the laying out

9 of ways. If upon trial damages are increased beyond
10 the award of the board, the aggrieved party shall recover

11 costs, otherwise such party shall pay costs, and costs
12 shall be taxed as in civil cases; but no suit for such
13 damages shall be brought after the expiration of two
14 years from the date of the recording of the taking as re-

15 quired by the following section.
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1 Section 3. Said board shall cause to be filed and
2 recorded in the registry of deeds for the county in which
3 the land lies out of which any rights may be taken or
4 upon which restrictions may be imposed by eminent
5 domain, and within sixty days from the date of such tak-
-6 ing, a description, sufficiently accurate for the purpose of
7 identification, of the land upon which the right of eminent
8 domain is exercised, together with a statement of the
9 rights taken or restrictions imposed, which description

10 and statement shall be signed by the board or a majority
11 thereof.

1 Section 4. The supreme judicial court shall have
2 jurisdiction in equity to enforce the provisions of this act.

1 Section 5. This act shall take effect upon its passage.




