
HOUSE No. 681.

[Bill accompanying the petition of E. W. White. Military Affairs.]

In the Year One Thousand Eight Hundred and Ninety-eight.

AN act
To provide for Equipping the Militia with Rifles of Improved

Pattern.
and House of Representatives
and by the authority of the

Be it enacted by the Senate
in General Court assembled,
same, as follows

1 Section 1. That the governor of this Commonwealth,
2 with two other officers of the militia of the Common-

-3 wealth chosen by him for the purpose, shall act as a com-
-4 mission (without salary) to choose a pattern of military
5 rifle with bayonet, cartridge belt, and other accoutre-
-6 ments thereof, for the use of the militia of the Com-
-7 raonwealth, with the power to invite tenders of the
8 manufacturers of arms to prove and test the different
9 arms submitted, and to contract for the purchase of

10 twenty thousand rifles with bayonets, cartridge belts,
11 et cetra, of the pattern chosen and adopted, the said

Cnmmcmiucaltl) of ittassadjusctts.
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12 rifles to be breech-loading, repeating at long range,
13 adapted for the use of smokeless powder, and to be
14 bored and chambered, to take the form and description
15 of cartridge chosen for the use of the United States navy,
16 or, if the commission shall prefer, the form and descrip-
-17 tion of cartridge chosen for the use of the United States
18 array.

1 Section 2. That the sum of three thousand dollars is
2 hereby appropriated out of the funds in the hands of the
3 treasurer of the Commonwealth for the expenses of the
4 commission in proving, testing and choosing the rifles
5 adopted, and the sum of three hundred and fifty thousand
6 dollars out of said fund for the purchase of said arms,
7 and for the further purchase of a supply of ammunition
8 for the same.






