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[Bill accompanying the petition of F. L. Ferguson. Judiciary.]

In the Year One Thousand Eight Hundred and Ninety-eight.

AN ACT
Relative to Suite to Quiet the Title to Real Estate.
Be it enacted by the Senate and House of llepresentalii

General Court assembled, and by the authority of th
fame, as follows

1 Section 1. Section one of chapter five hundred
2 and twenty-two of the year eighteen hundred
3 and ninety-seven is hereby amended so as to
4 read:
5 Section 1. In any suit in equity brought in
6 the supreme judicial court or in the superior court,
7 in order to quiet or establish the title to real
8 estate situated within this Commonwealth, or to
9 remove a cloud from the title to such real estate,

10 in which suit it is sought to determine the claims

<£ommouu)caltl) of ilTassacljusctts.
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or rights of any person or persons who are unas-
certained, not in being, unknown, or out of the
Commonwealth, such person or persons may be
made parties defendant, and if they be unascer-
tained, not in being, or unknown general words
of description such as the heirs or legal represent-
atives of A B, or such persons as shall become
heirs, devisees, or appointees of C D, a living
person, or persons claiming under A B shall
suffice. It shall not be necessary for the mainte-
nance of such suit that the parties defendant
shall have a claim or the possibility of a claim
resting upon an instrument the cancellation or
surrender of which would afford the relief desired;
but it shall be sufficient that the parties defendant
claim or may claim by purchase, descent, or other-
wise some right, title, interest or estate in the land
which is the subject of the suit which claim can-
not be met by the plaintiffs without the production
of evidence. Two or more persons claiming to
own separate and distinct parcels of land in the
same county by titles derived from a common
source may join as parties plaintiff in any suit
brought under this act.
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1 Section 2. Section five of chapter five hun-
-2 dred and twenty-two of the acts of eighteen
3 hundred and ninety-seven is hereby amended by
4 striking out the words “ Such suit shall be deemed
5 to be a proceeding in rem against the land, and a

6 decree establishing or declaring the validity,
7 nature or extent of the plaintiff’s title may be
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8 entered, which decree shall operate directly on
9 the land, and shall have the force of a release

10 made by or on behalf of all parties defendant, of
11 all claims inconsistent with the title established or

12 declared thereby,” and by substituting therefor
13 the following: “ Such suit shall be deemed to be a
14 proceeding in rera against the land, so far as con-
-15 cerns the claims or possible claims of the parties
16 defendant set forth in the bill and passed upon by
17 the court; and after the material facts of the case
18 have been established to the satisfaction of the
19 court a decree establishing or declaring the valid-
-20 ity, nature or extent of the plaintiff’s title may be
21 entered in said suit, which decree shall operate
22 directly on the land, and shall have the force of a
23 release made by or on behalf of all parties defend-
-24 ant, of all claims inconsistent with the title estab-
-25 lished or declared thereby; and thereafter no

26 action at law or in equity shall be brought by the
27 parties defendant or by persons claiming by,
28 through, or under them to enforce any right, title,
29 interest, or estate in the land which is the subject
30 of said suit inconsistent with the title established
31 or declared by said decree.




