
HOUSE ..... No. 749.

[Bill accompanying the petition of Frank W. Estey. Election Laws
and Metropolitan Affairs.]

In theYear One Thousand Eight Hundred and Ninety-eight.

AN ACT
To change the Method of electing Aldermen in the

City of Boston.
and House of Representatives
and by the authority of the

Be it enacted by the Senate
in General Court assembled,

same, as follows ;

1 Section 1. The city of Boston shall be and
2 hereby is divided into twelve aldermanic districts;
3 and wards one and two shall constitute one dis-
4 trict, to be known as the first aldermanic district;
5 wards three, four and five shall constitute one

G district, to be known as the second aldermanic
7 district; wards six and eight shall constitute one

8 district, to be known as the third aldermanic dis-
-9 trict; wards seven and nine shall constitute one

10 district, to be known as the fourth aldermanic
11 district; wards ten and nineteen shall constitute
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12 one district, to be known as the fifth aldermanic
13 district; wards eleven and twenty-five shall con-
-14 stitute one district, to be known as the sixth
15 aldermanic district; wards twelve and eighteen
16 shall constitute one district, to be known as the
17 seventh aldermanic district; wards thirteen and
18 fourteen shall constitute one district, to be known
19 as the eighth aldermanic district; wards fifteen
20 and seventeen shall constitute one district, to be
21 known as the ninth aldermanic district; wards
22 sixteen and twenty-one shall constitute one dis-
-23 trict, to be known as the tenth aldermanic district;
24 wards twenty and twenty-four shall constitute
25 one district, to be known as the eleventh alder-
-26 manic district; wards twenty-two and twenty-
-27 three shall constitute one district, to be known as
28 the twelfth aldermanic district.

1 Section 2. The qualified voters of each of
2 the aldermanic districts shall, at the annual elec-
-3 tion, give in their votes in their respective pre-
-4 cincts for one able and decreet person, being a
5 legal voter and an inhabitant of the district, to be
6 a member of the board of aldermen for the ensu-
-7 ing year; and all the votes so given in shall be
8 sorted, counted, declared and recorded, a declara-
-9 tion of the result thereof made, and a transcript

10 of such record certified and transmitted, and the
11 same proceedings had thereon, to ascertain and
12 determine the persons chosen as aldermen, as are

13 hereinbefore directed in regard to the choice of
14 mayor.
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1 Section 3. In case one or more members of
2 the board of aldermen have not been elected, the
3 members who have been elected, whether const!-
4 tuting a quorum or otherwise, shall order a new

5 election for the number of aldermen not elected,
6 at such time and place as they may deem advis-
-7 able; and in case no member of the board of alder-
-8 men has been elected, the president of the common
9 council shall order a new election for members of

10 the board of aldermen at such time and place as he
11 shall deem advisable, and the same proceedings
12 shall be as are provided in the preceding section.
13 The course herein prescribed shall be repeated
14 from time to time until a full board of aldermen
15 shall be elected.

1 Section 4. Whenever there is a vacancy in
2 said board by removal from the city, death, resig-
-3 nation or otherwise, the members of said board
4 who shall continue in office shall order an election
5 to fill such vacancy, at such time and place as
6 they may deem advisable.

1 Section 5. Nominations of candidates for the
2 board of aldermen in the city of Boston, made
3 by a political party which at the preceding annual
4 state election polled for governor at least three
5 per centum of the entire vote cast in the state
6 for that office, shall be made directly in caucuses
7 and not by convention or committees, and the
8 candidate receiving the greatest number of votes
9 of the total vote cast in the several ward caucuses
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10 in his respective district shall be the nominee for
11 aldermen for said district.

1 Section 6. All acts and parts of acts incou-
-2 sistant herewith are hereby repealed.

1 Section 7. This act shall take effect upon its
2 passage.


