
HOUSE No. 953.

[Bill accompanying the petition of Louis P. Howe and others. Street
Railways.]

In the Year One Thousand Eight Hundred and Ninety-eight

AN ACT
To incorporate the Lowell, Acton and Marlborough Street

Railway Company.

Commonwealth of iltassncljusctts.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives
in General Court assembled, and by the authority of the
same, as follows:

1 Section 1. Louis P. Howe, Herbert E. Bradford,
2 Patrick F. Sullivan, Henry M. Chamberlain, Oren P.
3 Walker, James F. Bigelow, Abel G. Haynes, Henry S.
4 Perham, Luther Conant and William N. Davenport, their
5 associates and successors are hereby made a corporation
6 under the name of the Lowell, Acton and Marlborough
7 Street Railway Company, with all the powers and priv-
-8 ileges and subject to all the duties, conditions and rc-
-9 strictions set forth in all general laws that now or

10 hereafter may be in force relating to street railway
11 companies.
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1 Section 2. Said company may maintain and operate
2 its railway with a single or double track in such manner
3 as may be convenient and necessary upon streets and
4 highways in the city of Lowell, and may locate, con-
-5 struct, maintain and operate its railway with a single or
6 double track in such manner as may be convenient and
7 necessary in part upon private land and upon streets and
8 highways in the city of Marlborough and the towns of
9 Hudson, Stowe, Maynard, Acton, Westford, Carlisle and

10 Chelmsford, subject to the approval and control of the
11 boards of aldermen of said cities and the selectmen of
12 said towns, as provided by general law. The location
13 of said railway outside the public streets and highways
14 shall not exceed fifty feet in width with convenient turn-

-15 outs and switches.

1 Section 3. Said company may maintain and operate
2 its railway by any power other than steam, and may erect
3 and maintain poles and wires on private lands taken for
4 the purposes of said railway, and with the consent of the
5 boards of aldermen of said cities and selectmen of said
6 towns, may erect such poles and wires and make such
7 excavations in ti.e streets and highways as may be ueces-
-8 sary to establish and maintain such motive power. It
9 may acquire by purchase or lease all real estate and water

10 power required for its power stations, car-houses and
11 other uses incident to the proper maintenance and oper-
-12 ation of its railway.

1 Section 4. The proceedings for the fixing of the
2 route and location of said railway for all the route out-
-3 side of streets and highways and for the taking of private
4 property, and for the determination and payment of
5 damages therefor shall, so far as applicable, be the same
6 as those prescribed by general law in relation to railroad
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7 companies and except as herein otherwise provided ; but
8 if upon petition of the directors of said railway company
9 and after notice and hearing thereon as provided in

10 section twenty-one of chapter one hundred and thirteen

11 of the Public Statutes, the aldermen of any of said cities
12 or selectmen of any of said towns agree with the directors
13 as to any proposed location or extension of the route of
14 said railway in the city of which they are the aldermen, or
15 the town of which they are the selectmen and which is in
16 part located upon private land, and said aldermen or select-
-17 men or a majority of them sign and give to the directors a
18 certificate setting forth such route, and if such certifi-
-19 cate with the acceptance thereof in writing by a majority
20 of the said directors is recorded in the registry of deeds
21 of the county within which such location and route lies,
22 within thirty days after the date of said certificate it shall
23 be deemed the true location of the tracks of the com-
-24 pany and a taking of the private lands therein indicated
25 or described.

1 Section 5. The capital stock of said company shall
2 not exceed two hundred and fifty thousand dollars except
3 that said company may increase its capital stock and issue
4 its bonds subject to the provisions of the general laws
5 relative thereto.

1 Section 6. Any town within which any portion of
2 said railway shall be located may subscribe for and hold
3 shares of the capital stock or securities of said railway
4 company: provided, that two-thirds of the legal voters
5 in such town present and voting by ballot and using the
6 check list at a legal town meeting called for that purpose
7 vote so to subscribe to the said stock, the selectmen
8 shall select some person who may, in behalf of the town,
9 execute its vote.
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Section 7. Towns so subscribing for stocks or
iccurities may raise money to pay for the same by tax

or by loan, and may issue their notes or bonds for such
loan, and may hold or dispose of such stock and securi-
ties in like manner as other town property, and the
selectmen of said towns may represent their respective
municipalities at all meetings of the said corporation and
vote upon all the shares owned by their respective towns.

Section 8. This act shall take etfect upon its passage.
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