
HOUSE No. 971.

[Bill accompanying the petition of the mayor of the city of Somerville.]

In the Year One Thousand Eight Hundred and Ninety-eight.

AN ACT
To authorize the City of Somerville to Acquire and

Lay out certain Land for a Public Park.
Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives

in General Court assembled, and by the authority of the
same, as follows :

1 Section 1. The city of Somerville by its city
2 council may at any time within three years after
3 the passage of this act take from time to time, by
4 gift, upon such conditions as said city council may
5 deem advisable, or by purchase or otherwise, and
6 hold in fee or otherwise, and maintain for the pur-
-7 pose of a public park, the land or any portion or
8 portions thereof situated in said city and bounded
9 as follows: Northeasterly by Munroe street, seven

10 hundred eighty and sixteen one hundredths feet;
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11 southeasterly by land now or formerly of Charles
12 H. North, one hundred and thirty-nine and five one
LI hundredths feet; southwesterly by certain parcels
14 of land belonging respectively in the order named
15 and beginning with the most easterly of said par-
-16 cels, now or formerly to Mary C. Clark, Francis
17 S. Brown and Charles Wood, Herbert E. Gustin,
18 Julia L. Gustin, Artemas C. Richardson, William
19 C. Richardson, Artemas C. Richardson, Philip
20 Eberle, John W. Yinal, Louise M. and George
21 C. Ellis, Belvin T. Williston, heirs of Wm. C.
22 High, Mary P. Brooks, Catherine Lord, seven
23 hundred forty-nine feet; northwesterly by land
24 now or formerly of Elbridge G. Park one hund-
-25 red thirty-two feet, containing about two and fifty-
-26 seven one hundredths acres.

1 Section 2. The said city shall, within sixty
2 days after the taking of any lands as aforesaid,
3 otherwise than by purchase or gift, file and cause
4 to be recorded in the registry of deeds for the
5 southern district of the county of Middlesex, a

6 description thereof sufficiently accurate for iden-
-7 tification, with a statement of the purpose for
8 which the same were taken, which statement shall
9 be signed by the mayor, and the title of all lands

10 so taken shall vest in the city of Somerville in fee.

1 Section 3. The said city shall pay all dam-
-2 ages sustained by any person or corporation in
3 property by the taking of any lands or by any
4 other thing done by said city under the authority
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5 of this act. Any person or corporation sustaining
6 damages as aforesaid under this act, who fails to
7 agree with the said city as to the amount of dam-
-8 ages sustained, may have the damages assessed
9 and determined in the manner provided by law

10 when land is taken for the laying out of high-
-11 ways, on application at any time within the period
12 of two years from the taking of such land or

13 other property, or the doing of such other injury
14 under the authority of this act.

1 Section 4. INo money shall be appropriated
2 at any time for the taking or purchasing of said
3 land, except upon a two-thirds vote of each branch
4 of the city council, taken by yea and nay.

1 Section 5. At any time within two years
2 after the work of laying out and constructing
3 said park is completed, the city council shall have
4 the same authority to determine the value of and
5 assess upon real estate the amount of betterments
6 accruing to said real estate by the taking of land,
7 the locating, laying out and construction of a

8 park under this act that is conferred by chapter
9 fifty-one of the Public Statutes upon boards of

10 city or town officers authorized to lay out streets
11 or ways, and the provisions of the first eight sec-
-12 tions of said chapter fifty-one shall apply to such
13 assessments by said city council.

1 Section 6. This act shall take effect upon its
2 passage.




