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The committee on Cities, to whom was referred the
petition (with accompanying bill, House, No. 114) of J. H.
Benton, Jr., and another for legislation to prevent the con-
struction of buildings on or near Copley Square, in the city
of Boston, to a height exceeding eighty feet from the street,
report the accompanying bill.

For the Committee,

FREDERICK HAMMOND.

Commomucnltl) of illaasacl)usctte.

House of Representatives, March 29, 1898.
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In the Year One Thousand Eight Hundred and Ninety-eight.

AN ACT
Relative to the Height of Buildings on and near Copley

Square in the City of Boston.
Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives

in General Court assembled, and by the authority of the
same, as follows :

1 Section 1. Any building hereafter to be built, re-
-2 built or altered on any land or lands hereinafter de-
-3 scribed, as follows :

4 Upon any land abutting on St. James avenue, be-
-5 tween Clarendon street and Dartmouth street, in the
6 city of Boston ; or upon land at the corner of Dartmouth
7 street and Huntington avenue, now occupied by the
8 Pierce building (so called) ; or upon land abutting on
9 Dartmouth street, now occupied by the Boston Public

10 Library building; or upon land at the corner of Dart-
-11 mouth street and Boylston street, and now occupied by
12 the New Old South Church building; or upon any land,
13 or lands abutting Boylston street between Dartmouth
14 street and Clarendon street, in said city, may be built,
15 re-built or altered to the height of ninety feet to the
16 cornice line, and no more: provided, however, that there
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17 may be erected on any such building above the ninety
18 feet limit, hereinbefore prescribed, such gables, steeples,
19 towers, domes, cornices, parapets, sculptured ornaments,
20 balustrades, and roof or roofs, at an angle of not more
21 than sixty degrees, as the building commissioner of
22 said city may approve.

1 Section 2. The provisions of chapter three hundred
2 and thirteen of the acts of the year eighteen hundred and
3 ninety-six and of chapter three hundred and seventy-
-4 nine of the acts of the year eighteen hundred and ninety-
-5 seven, so far as they limit the height of buildings, shall
6 not apply to the territory specified and restricted in sec-
-7 tion one of this act.

1 Section 3. The owner of, or any person having an
2 interest in, any building upon any land described in sec-
-3 tion one, the construction whereof was begun but not
4 completed before the fourteenth day of January in the
5 current year, who suffers damage under the provisions
6 of this act by reason or in consequence of having planned
7 and begun such construction, or made contracts therefor
8 for a height exceeding ninety feet, may recover damages
9 from the city of Boston for material bought, or actually

10 contracted for, and the use of which is prevented by the
11 provisions of this act, by proceedings begun within two
12 }ears of the passage of this act, and in the manner pre-
-13 scribed by law for obtaining payment for damages sus-
-14 tained by any person whose land is taken in the laying
15 out of a highway in said city.

1 Section 4. Any person sustaining damage or loss in
2 their property by reason of the limit of the height of
3 buildings provided for in this act, may recover such
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damage or loss from the city of Boston by proceedings
begun within three years of the passage of this act, and
in the manner prescribed by law for obtaining payment
for damages sustained by any person whose land is taken
in the laying out of a highway in said city.

Section 5. This act shall take effect upon its passage.


