
HOUSE No. 1164.

House of Representatives, March 30, 1898.

The committee on Election Laws, to whom was referred
the Bill (introduced on leave) relative to the nomination of
Representatives to the General Court (Blouse, No. 418) ;

and the Bill (introduced on leave) relative to caucuses of
political parties except in Boston and certain cities and
towns (Senate, No. 91), report the accompanying bill.

For the Committee,

THOS. M. DENHAM.
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In the Year One Thousand Eight Hundred and Ninety-eight.

AN ACT
Relative to the Nomination of Representatives to the Gen-

eral Court.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives
in General Court assembled, and by the authority of the
same, as follows:

1 Section 1. In calling caucuses to nominate candi-
-2 dates for representatives in the general court in districts
3 wholly within a town or city, or part of a city, or candi-
-4 dates to be nominated for municipal offices, the political
5 committee may, in issuing the call, designate therein that
6 said candidates shall be nominated by direct vote, and
7 when the voting is in a district composed of more than
8 one precinct or ward of a city the presiding officer and
9 secretary of the caucuses in the several wards shall return

10 the votes cast for such candidates to the chairman and
11 secretary of the political committee calling such caucus,
12 and said chairman and secretary shall canvass said re-
-13 turns, and the number of candidates entitled to a nomina-
-14 tion, receiving the highest number of votes cast in the
15 several wards, shall be declared nominated, and they
16 shall certify to nominations so made in the same manner
17 as the president and secretary of political conventions.
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1 Section 2. In cases where a representative district
2 is composed in part of a ward or wards of a city and in
3 part of a town or towns, or of several towns, the nomina-
-4 tion of candidates for representatives may he made by
5 direct vote at a caucus : provided, that the chairmen of
6 the several ward and town committees within such dis-
-7 trict shall meet and organize as a district committee by
8 the choice of a chairman and secretary and by a two-
-9 thirds vote of their aggregate membership so determined,

10 and that a notice of such action shall be sent to the chair-
-11 men of the city and town committees within the district,
12 whereupon said committee shall issue their call in the
13 manner specified in the preceding section, and the pre-
-14 siding officer and secretary of the caucuses of the several
15 voting places in the district shall return the votes so cast
16 to the chairman and secretary of the district committees,
17 who shall canvass said returns and certify to nominations
18 in the manner provided in section one of this act.

1 Section 3. This act shall take effect upon its passage.




