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In the Year One Thousand Eight Hundred and Ninety-nim

AN ACT
Relative to the Recounting of Votes.

Be it enacted by ike Senate and House of Representatives
In General Court assembled, and by the authority of the
mne, as folloivs:

1 Section 1. Section two hundred and sixty-

2 four of chapter five hundred and forty-eight Of
3 the acts of the year eighteen hundred and ninety-
I eight is hereby amended by striking out, in the
5 eighth line thereof, the words “ have reason to
6 believe, and do;” and by striking out, in the
7 twelfth and thirteenth lines, the words “ specifv-
8 ing wherein they deem them to be in error

9 to read as follows:
) a

10 Section 264. If, on or before five o’clock on
11 the third day next succeeding the day of any

of Massachusetts
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12 election in any ward of a city or in any town, ten
13 or more qualified voters of such ward or town
14 shall sign, adding thereto their respective resi-
-15 dences on the first day of May of that year.

16 swear to and file with the city or town clerk, or
17 in Boston with the board of election commission-
18 ers, a statement that they believe, that the
19 records, dr copies of records, made by the elec-
20 tion officers of certain precincts in such ward or
21 town, or in case of a town not voting by precincts
22 by the election officers of such town, are errone

ous, and that they believe a recount of the ballots
cast in such precincts or town will affect the
election of one or more candidates voted for at

23
24
25
26 such election (specifying the candidates), or will

affect the decision of a question voted upon at
such election (specifying the question), the city
or town clerk shall forthwith transmit such state-
ment to the board of registrars of voters, together
with the envelopes containing the ballots, sealed;
and the board of registrars of voters shall, with-

27
28

29
80
31
32

out unnecessary delay, open the envelopes, re-

count the ballots and determine the questions
raised: provided, however, that in case of a re-
count of votes for town officers in a town where
the selectmen are members of the board of regis-
trars of voters said recount shall be made by the
moderator, who shall have all the powers and
perform all the duties conferred or imposed by
this section upon registrars of voters.

38
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35
36
37
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41

The board of registrars of voters, or in Boston
the board of election commissioners, shall, before

42
43
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44 proceeding to recount the ballots, give notice in
45 writing to the several candidates interested in
46 such recount and liable to be affected thereby, or

47 to such person as shall be designated by the
48 petitioners for a recount of ballots cast upon
49 questions submitted to the voters, of the time and
50 place of making the recount, and each such can-

-51 didate or person representing petitioners may
52 appear and be present during such recount,
53 either in person or by an agent appointed by him
54 in writing. In the city of Boston, the chairman
55 of the city committee representing the largest
56 political party and the chairman of the city com-

-57 mittee representing the second largest political
58 party may in writing designate two persons, or
59 such further number as the board of election
60 commissioners may allow, to be present and wit-
-61 ness the count, and said board shall allow each
62 candidate whose election is in question, or his
68 representative, to be present, and said board may
64 allow representatives of other political parties
65 and other persons to be present and witness the
66 recount.
67 All recounts shall be upon the questions desig-
-68 nated in the statements filed, and no other count
69 shall be made, or allowed to be made, or other
70 information taken, or allowed to be taken, from
71 the ballots on such recount.
72 The board of registrars of voters shall, when
73 the recount is complete, enclose all the bal-
-74 lots in their proper envelopes, seal each envelope
75 with a seal provided for the purpose, and certify
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79 their determination of the questions raised. The
80 envelopes, with such statement, shall be returned

92 of registrars of voters shall forthwith make and
93 sign a certificate of such fact, stating therein the

98 the certificate and shall, within twenty-four hours
99 after such filing, cause a copy of such certificate,
100 attested by him, to be delivered to or left at the
101 residence of the person so declared to have been
102 elected, and to the person who by such certificate
103 appears to be elected.

1 Section 2. This act shall take effect upon
2 its passage.

97 with the town clerk. The town clerk shall record
96 tion to which is disputed, and shall file the same
95 count, for each candidate for the office the elec-
94 number of votes cast, as determined by the re-

91 person declared to have been elected, the board
90 appear that a person was elected other than the
89 of a recount of votes for town officers, it shall
88 the case of copies of original records. If, in case
87 be made and transmitted as required by law in
86 records of votes cast at a state election shall
85 true records of the election. Such amended
84 and the records so amended shall stand as the

82 amend such records as have been found to be er-
81 to the city or town clerk, and he shall alter and

78 and shall likewise make and sign a statement of
77 opened and again sealed in conformity to law;
76 upon each envelope that the same has been


