
HOUSE No. 208.

House of Representatives, Jan. 25, 1899,
[lntroduced on leave by Mr. Fitts of Somerville. Cities.]

In the Year One Thousand Eight Hundred and Ninety-nine.

AN ACT
To revise the Charter of the City of Somerville.
Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Represent-

atives in General Court assembled, and by the authority
of the same, as follows

Title I
MUNICIPAL GOVERNMENT.

1 Section 1. The inhabitants of the city of
2 Somerville shall continue to be a municipal eor-

-3 poration, under the name of the city of Somcr-
-4 ville, and as such shall be subject to all general
5 laws relating to such corporations not incon-
-6 sistent with the provisions of this act.

1 Section 2. The administration of the fiscal,
2 prudential and municipal affairs of said city,

(fommomucaltf) of iftassadjuseits.
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3 with the government thereof, shall be vested in
4 an executive department, to consist of the mayor,
5 and a legislative department, to consist of a sin-
-6 gle body to be called the board of aldermen,
7 The executive department shall never exercise
8 any legislative power, and the legislative de-
-9 partment shall never exercise any executive

10 power.

1 Section 3. It shall be the duty of the city
2 council, as soon as may be after the passage of
3 this act and its acceptance as herein provided,
4 to divide said city into seven wards, and new
5 divisions may be subsequently made under the
6 general law relating thereto. The wards shall
7 contain, as nearly as may be consistent with the
8 well-defined limits to each ward, an equal num-
-9 ber of voters. In no case shall the boundary

10 line of a ward cross the boundary line of a rep-
-11 resentative district, and the boundary lines of
12 the several representative districts shall remain
13 the same as at present.

Title 11.
ELECTIONS AND MEETINGS,

1 Section 4. All elections for national, state,
2 county, district and municipal officers, and for
3 any other municipal purposes, shall be called
4 and held, and proceedings thereat shall be ac-
-5 cording to the provisions of the general laws of
G the Commonwealth: 'provided , however, that all
7 nominations, other than by nomination papers,
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8 of candidates lor aldermen to be voted for
9 under this act, shall be made by caucuses held

10 in the several wards in which such candidate
11 respectively shall reside.

1 Section 5. The municipal election shall
2 take place annually on the second Tuesday of
3 December, and the municipal year shall begin
4 on the first Monday of January following.

1 Section 6. At such municipal election the
2 qualified voters shall give in their votes by
3 ballot for mayor, members of the board of
4 aldermen and of the school committee, or for
5 such of them as are to be elected, and the per-
-6 son receiving the highest number of votes for
7 any office shall be deemed and declared to be
8 elected to such office, and whenever two or
9 more persons are to be elected to the same

10 office the several persons up to and including
11 the number required to be chosen receiving the
12 highest number of votes shall be deemed and
13 declared to be elected.

1 Section 7. If there is no choice of a mayor,
2 or if the person elected mayor shall refuse to
3 accept the office, or shall die before qualifying, or
4 if a vacancy in said office shall occur in the first
5 nine months of the municipal year, the board of
6 aldermen shall forthwith call meetings for a

7 new election, and the same proceedings shall be
8 had in all respects as are hereinbefore provided
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9 for the election of a mayor, and shall be re-
-10 peated until the election of a mayor is com-
-11 pleted. But if such vacancy in the office of
12 mayor shall occur in the last three months of
13 the municipal year it shall be filled by the board
14 of aldermen by a majority vote of all its mem-
-15 hers. If the full number of members of the
16 board of aldermen has not been elected, or if a
17 vacancy in the office of alderman shall occur in
18 the first six months of the municipal year, it
19 shall be filled by an election by the voters of
20 the city, if an alderman at large, or by an elec-
-21 tion by the voters of the ward entitled to such
22 representative, if a ward alderman. But if
23 such vacancy occur in the last six months of
24 the municipal year, it shall be filled by the
25 board of aldermen by a majority vote of all its
26 members. The person elected to fill such va-

-27 cancy shall be chosen from the ward in which
28 the vacancy occurs.

1 Section 8. General meetings of the citizens
2 qualified to vote may from time to time be held,
3 according to the right secured by the constitu-
-4 tion of the Commonwealth, and all such meet-
-5 ings may, and upon the request in writing of
6 fifty qualified voters, setting forth the purposes
7 thereof, shall be duly called by the board of
8 aldermen.

1 Section 9. The board of aldermen may,
2 when no convenient room for holding a meet-
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3 ing of the citizens of any ward or precinct can
4 be had within the territorial limits of such ward
5 or precinct, appoint and direct, in the warrant
6 or order for calling such meeting or designating
7 where it shall be held, that the meeting be held
8 in some convenient place within the limits of
9 an adjacent ward or precinct of the city; and

10 for such purposes the place so assigned shall
11 be deemed and taken to be a part of the ward
12 or precinct for which the meeting is held.

1 Section 10. The board of aldermen shall
2 be composed of twenty-one members, three
3 members from each ward, to be elected as
4 follows: seven aldermen at large, one being
5 selected from each ward, shall annually be elected
6 by the qualified voters of the city at large, vot-
-7 ing in their respective wards, and two aldermen
8 shall at the same time be elected by and from
9 the qualified voters of each ward. The racm-

10 bers of the board of aldermen shall hold office
11 for the municipal year next following their elec-
-12 tion, or, if elected after the first Monday in
13 January, for the portion of the municipal year
14 then remaining, and until a majority of the new

15 board shall be elected and qualified in their
16 places.

1 Section 11. The board of aldermen shall
2 be the judge of the election and qualifications

LEGISLATIVE DEPARTMENT.
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3 of its members, and shall from time to time
4 make rules for its proceedings. A majority of
5 all the members of the board shall constitute a
6 quorum for the transaction of business, but a

7 less number may meet and adjourn from time
8 to time.

1 Section 12. The mayor-elect and aldermen-
-2 elect shall, annually on the first Monday of
3 January, at ten o’clock in the forenoon, meet
4 and be sworn to the faithful performance of
5 their duties. The oath shall be administered
6 by the city clerk, or any justice of the peace,
7 and shall be duly certified on the journal of the
8 board of aldermen. At any time thereafter the
9 oath may be administered to the mayor-elect or

10 to any alderman-elect who was absent or was
11 not then elected.

1 Section 13. After the mayor-elect and a

2 majority of the aldermen-elect have been sworn,
3 the hoard of aldermen shall be called together
4 by the mayor, who shall preside until a presi-
-5 dent shall be elected; the president shall there-
-6 after preside over the board of aldermen. A
7 vice-president shall be elected, who shall preside
8 in the absence of the president. The city clerk
9 shall be clerk of the board of aldermen.

1 Section 14. The board of aldermen, as
2 soon as may be after the election and qualifica-
-3 tion of its members, shall elect by ballot a city
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4 clerk, a city treasurer, who shall be collector
5 of taxes, a city auditor and a city messenger,
6 who shall hold their respective offices for the
7 term of one year, or the remainder thereof, be-
-8 ginning on the first Monday of January of the
9 year of their election, and until their respective

10 successors are elected and qualified, unless
11 sooner removed by vote of a majority of all
12 the members of the board, taken by ballot.

1 Section 15. Any ordinance, order or reso-
-2 lution of the board of aldermen may be passed
3 through all its stages of legislation at one ses-
-4 sion, provided no member of said board objects
5 thereto; but if one or more members object, the
6 measure shall be postponed for that meeting;
7 and if when it is next brought up five or more
8 members object to its passage at that meeting,
9 a second postponement of at least one week

10 shall take place.

1 Section 16. Every ordinance, order, reso-
-2 lution or vote of the board of aldermen, except
3 such as relates to its own internal affairs, shall
4 be presented to the mayor. If he approves
5 thereof, he shall signify his approval by signing
6 the same, but if not he shall return the same
7 with his objections to the board of aldermen,
8 which shall enter the objections of the mayor at
9 length upon its records, and proceed to recon-

-10 eider said ordinance, order, resolution or vote,
11 and if after such reconsideration two-thirds of
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1 Section 21. The mayor shall have the
power to appoint, subject to confirmation by
the board of aldermen, the following officers
and boards: a chief of police and all other
officers and members of the police department,
a chief engineer and all other officers and mem-

bers of the fire department, a city solicitor, a

city physician, a board of assessors, a hoard of
overseers of the poor, a board of health, a
board of trustees of the public library, a city
engineer, a comissioner of streets, a commis-
sioner of public buildings, a commisssoner of
electric lines and lights, a water commissioner,
one or more measurers of wood and bark, two
or more field drivers, two or more fence view-
ers, one pound keeper for each pound in the
city, such number of constables and special
police officers as may be deemed advisable, and
all other officers and boards of the city, whose
election or appointment is not otherwise pro-
vided for in this act. The officers and members
of the police and fire departments shall hold
their respective offices during the pleasure of
and until removed by the mayor and board of
aldermen in the same manner in which they are

appointed, or until their offices or places are

otherwise vacated. Nothing in this section
contained shall be so construed as to conflict
with the provisions of chapter one hundred and
ninety-seven of the acts of the year eighteen
hundred and ninety-five entitled “ An act to

9
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32 provide for the appointment of a reserve police
33 force in the city of Somerville.”

1 Section 22. The mayor may at any time
2 appoint a suitable person or persons to exarn-
-3 ine, without notice, the books and accounts of
4 any department, officer, or employee of the
5 city.

1 Section 23. The mayor may, in writing,
2 suspend any executive officer, and he shall at
3 once report his action and his reason therefor to
4 the board of aldermen. The suspension of any
5 such officer shall, unless previously revoked by
6 the mayor, at the expiration of fifteen days
7 after said report is made, be a removal, unless
8 within that time such officer asks for a hearing
9 before the board, which hearing shall forthwith

10 be granted, and unless within one week after
11 the conclusion of such hearing the board, by a
12 two-thirds vote, shall refuse to sustain the
13 mayor’s suspension; in which event the officer
14 shall be at once reinstated.

1 Section 24. The mayor shall communicate
2 to the board of aldermen such information, and
3 shall recommend such measures as in his judg-
-4 ment the interests of the city require. He may
5 at any time call a special meeting of the board
G of aldermen upon such notification thereof as

7 he may deem sufficient, and other special meet-
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8 ings of tsaid board may be called at such times
9 and in such manner as may be prescribed by

10 the rules of said board.

1 Section 25. The mayor shall cause the
2 laws, ordinances and orders for the government
3 of the city to be enforced, and shall cause a
4 record of all of his official acts to be kept, and
5 for that purpose and to aid him in his official
6 duties he may appoint a secretary and define
7 his duties; he shall fix his secretary’s salary,
8 subject to the approval of the board of alder-
-9 men. The salary of the mayor shall not be

10 changed during his term of office.

1 Section 26. The mayor shall have the sole
2 power to sign, seal, execute and deliver in be-
-3 half of the city, deeds and leases of land sold
4 or leased by the city, and other deeds, agree-
-5 ments, contracts, leases, indentures and assur-
-6 ances on behalf of the city. All contracts made
7 in behalf of the city in which the amount in-
-8 volved exceeds three hundred dollars, shall, in
9 order to be valid, require the signature of the

10 mayor.

1 Section 27. In case of the inability of the
2 mayor from absence or any other cause to per-
-3 form the duties of his office, the president of
4 the board of aldermen shall, until such inability
5 shall be removed, under the style of acting
6 mayor, exercise the powers and perform the
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7 duties of mayor, except that he shall not, unless
8 authorized thereto in a special instance by the
9 board of aldermen, and then only in case of ex-

10 igency requiring an immediate appointment or

11 removal, make any permanent appointment or
12 removal, and shall not, unless such inability of
13 the mayor has continued at least ten days, or
11 unless the office of mayor has become vacant,
15 have power to approve or disapprove any or-
-16 dinance, order, resolution or vote of the board
17 of aldermen.

Title V.
SCHOOL DEPARTMENT.

1 Section 28. The management and control
2 of the public schools shall be vested in the
8 school committee, which shall exercise the pow-
-1 ers and discharge the duties imposed by law
5 upon school committees. The committee shall
6 consist of fourteen members, two from each
7 ward, elected as follows: At the first municipal
8 election held under this charter, two members
9 of the school committee shall be elected by and

10 from the qualified voters of each ward, one to
11 serve for the term of two years, and one to
12 serve for the term of one year, beginning on
13 the first Monday of January next ensuing, and
14 thereafter one member from each ward shall be
15 elected in like manner, at each annual munici-
-16 pal election, to serve for the term of two years.
17 Vacancies occurring in the school committee
18 shall be filled by a joint ballot of the board of
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19 aldermen and the school committee, the mem-
-20 her so elected to come from the ward in whose
21 membership on the committee the vacancy
22 occurs, and to hold office only for the re-
-23 mainder of the municipal year, the vacancy for
21 the remainder of the term, if any, to be filled
25 by the voters of said ward at the municipal
26 election to be held in the then current year.

1 Section 29. The school committee shall
2 meet on the first Monday of January in each
3 year and organize by the election by ballot of
4 one of its members as chairman. The mayor
5 shall preside at all meetings of the school cora-
-6 mittee until a chairman is elected.

1 Section 30. The school committee shall
2 he the judge of the election and qualifications
3 of its members, and shall from time to time
4 make rules for its proceedings. A majority of
5 all the members of the committee shall consti-
-6 tute a quorum for the transaction of business,
7 but a less number may meet and adjourn from
8 time to time. It shall annually appoint a su-
-9 perintendent of schools, who shall not be one

10 of its members, who shall also be its secretary.

Title YI.
ADMINISTRATIVE OEEICEKS, THEIR POWERS AND

DUTIES.

1 Section 31. The city clerk shall have
2 charge of all journals, records, papers and
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8 documents of the board of aldermen, and attest
4 all warrants. He shall be clerk of the board
5 of aldermen and shall keep a journal of all
6 votes and proceedings. lie shall perform such
7 other duties as shall be prescribed by the board
8 of aldermen, and he shall perform all the duties
9 and exercise all the powers incumbent by law

10 upon city clerks or town clerks, so far as ap-
-11 plicable. In his absence a clerk of the board
12 of aldermen pro tempore shall be chosen, who
13 shall be sworn to the faithful performance of
14 his duties.

1 Section 32. The city treasurer and col-
-2 lector of taxes shall collect all moneys due the
3 city, except license fees or other moneys the
4 collection of which is otherwise provided for
5 by law. lie shall have the custody of and pay
6 out all moneys, and cause an accurate account
7 of the same to be kept in proper book-keeping
8 form, and shall perform such other duties as

9 the ordinances prescribe; he shall also perform
10 all the duties and exercise all the powers
11 incumbent by law upon city treasurers and
12 collectors of taxes or town treasurers and col-
-13 lectors of taxes, so far as applicable.

1 Section 33. The city auditor shall perform
2 such duties as the ordinances prescribe.

1 Section 34. The city solicitor shall perform
2 such duties as the ordinances prescribe.
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1 Section 35. The city physician shall per-
-2 form such duties as the law and ordinances
3 prescribe.

Section 36. As soon after the organization
of the city government under this act as may
be convenient, the mayor shall appoint, subject
to the confirmation of the board of aldermen,
five persons to be assessors of taxes, to serve,
two for three years, two for two years, and one
for one year, and thereafter the mayor shall
annually, as soon after the organization of the
government as may be convenient, appoint in
the same manner a person or persons to suc-
ceed those whose respective terms of office
shall have expired.

1
9

3
4
b

6
7
S
9

10
11
12

The persons appointed shall constitute the
board of assessors, and shall exercise the powers
and be subject to the liabilities and duties pre-
scribed by the general laws of the Com-
monwealth and the ordinances of the city.
Vacancies occurring in the board of assessors
may be filled in the same manner, but only for
the unexpired term.

13
14
15
16
17
18
19
20

One member of the board of assessors shall
be designated annually by the mayor, without
confirmation, as chairman of said board. He
shall devote his whole time to the duties of the
office, and shall have general supervision and
control of all matters properly appertaining to
his department not expressly provided for by

21
99.

23
21
25
26

27
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28 law. lie shall select and appoint all assistant
29 assessors and clerks.

1 Section 37. As soon after the organization
2 of the government as practicable, the mayor
3 shall appoint, subject to confirmation by the
4 board of aldermen, three overseers of the poor,
5 to servo, one for one year, one for two years,
6 and one for three years, and thereafter one each
7 year to serve for the terra of three years.
8 Vacancies occurring in the board may be filled
9 in the same manner, but only for the unexpired

10 term. The overseers of the poor shall perform
11 such duties as are prescribed by law and
12 ordinance.

1 Section 38. As soon after the organization
2 of the government as practicable, the mayor
3 shall appoint, subject to confirmation by the
4 board of aldermen, three members of the board
5 of health, to serve, one for one year, one for
6 two years, and one for three years, and there-
-7 after one each year to serve for the term of
8 three years. Vacancies occurring in the board
9 may be filled in the same manner, but only for

10 the unexpired term. At least one member of
11 the board shall always be a doctor of medicine.
12 The board of health shall have full power to
13 appoint and to remove, at pleasure, one or

14 more inspectors of milk and vinegar and one
15 or more inspectors of animals and provisions,

No. 268.1899.] HOUSE
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Ifi who shall have all the powers and perform all
17 the duties prescribed by law for such officers.
18 Said board may make rules to govern the
19 actions of said inspector, not inconsistent with
20 law. The board of health shall perform such
21 duties as arc prescribed by law and ordinance.

1 Sectiox 39. The board of trustees of the
2 public library shall consist of nine members, to
3 be appointed by the mayor, subject to confirraa-
-4 tion by the board of aldermen. As soon after
5 the organization of the city government under
6 this charter as may be convenient, the mayor
7 shall appoint three trustees to serve for the
8 term of one year, three for the term of two
9 years, and three for the term of three years,

10 and each year thereafter the mayor shall ap-
-11 point three trustees to serve for the terra of
12 three years. Vacancies occurring in the board
13 may be filled in the same manner, but only for
11 the unexpired term. Said trustees shall have
15 the care and management of the public library.

1 Section* 10. There shall be a board of
2 public works, which shall consist of the mayor,
3 who shall be its chairman, the city engineer,
1 the street commissioner, the commissioner of
5 public buildings, the commissioner of electric
6 lines and lights, and the water commissioner.
7 Said board shall at regular stated times, and
8 upon such other occasion as the mayor may
9 deem advisable or expedient, meet for confer-
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10 ence, consultation and advisement, upon mat-
-11 ters relating to the performance of their
12 respective duties as hereinafter set forth.

Section 41. The public works of the city
shall comprise the following departments:

1
9

First. The engineering department, includ-
ing sewers, public parks and grounds. This
department shall be under the control of the
city engineer, who shall have charge of the
construction, alteration, repair and care of
main drains and common sewers, of the care,
superintendence and management of the public
grounds and parks, and of the shade and orna-
mental trees standing and growing thereon,
and shall also make and have the custody of all
plans, surveys, measurements and levels apper-
taining to public ways, drains, sewers, water
works and lands. He shall perform such other
duties as the board of aldermen may prescribe,
and shall give his whole time to the city.

3
4
no
6
7
8
9

10
11
12
13
14
15
16
17
18 Second. The street department. This de-

partment shall be under the control of the
street commissioner, who shall have charge of
the construction, alteration, repair, mainten-
ance, care and management of ways, streets,
highways, sidewalks and bridges, and the wat-
ering thereof; he shall have all the powers and
duties of surveyors of highways, and perform
such other duties as the board of aldermen shall
direct.

10
20
21
99.

23
24
25
26
27

Third. The public buildings department.28
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This department shall be under the control of
of the commissioner of public buildings, who
shall have charge of the construction, altera-
tion, repair, maintenance and care of public
buildings, and shall also be the inspector of
buildings.

29
30

31
32
33
o f

Fourth. The electric lines and lights depart-
ment. This department shall be under the con-
trol of the commissioner of electric lines and
lights, who shall have charge so far as the rights
of the city extend of the fire alarm and police
signal systems, and of all electric light, power,
telephone, telegraph and trolley wires, and
poles, of all gas pipes, and of all lights in the
streets and public grounds of the city.

35
3G
37
38
39
40
41
42
43

Fifth. The water department. This depart-
ment shall be under the control of the water
commissioner, who shall have charge of the
construction, extension, alteration, repair, care
and management of the water works, and shall
exercise all the powers and rights, and perform
all the duties conferred and imposed by law upon
the present board of water commissioners of
the city of Somerville, but shall not expend in
any year, either from the income received from
the water works under his charge, or other-
wise, more than the amount appropriated by the
board of aldermen therefor.

44:
45
40
47
48
19

50
51
52
53
54
55

5G

1 Section 42. The street commissioner may
2 require that no person or corporation (other
3 than an officer or agent of the city) authorized
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4 by the board of aldermen to dig up any public
5 street or sidewalk in said city shall begin such
6 digging before furnishing to said commissioner
7 security satisfactory to him to restore such
8 street or sidewalk to its former condition.

1 Section 43. The heads of the foregoing
2 departments shall severally make all purchases
3 for their respective departments, but no pur-
-4 chase, where the amount thereof exceeds three
5 hundred dollars, shall be made without the
6 previous approval of the mayor.

1 Section 44. The several administrative
2 boards and officers having charge of depart-
-3 ments shall appoint, employ and discharge, at
4 pleasure, all subordinate officers, clerks, assist-
-5 ants and laborers in their respective depart-
-6 ments, and have the immediate direction and
7 control therein of all executive and administra-
-8 tive business. They shall at all times be
9 accountable for the proper discharge of their

10 duties to the mayor as the chief executive
11 officer of the city.

1 Section 45. The appointive officers pro-
-2 vided for by this act and all other officers
3 required by law to be appointed by the mayor,
4 or by the mayor and aldermen, shall be ap-
-5 pointed as soon as practicable after the mayor
6 and a majority of the aldermen shall have been
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7 qualified, and shall, unless sooner removed,
8 hold their respective offices for the length of
9 time prescribed by law, or the portion thereof

10 then remaining, beginning on the first Monday
11 in January of the year in which they are re-
-12 spectively appointed, and until their respective
13 successors are appointed and qualified.

GENERAL PROVISIONS.

1 Section 46. The heads of departments and
2 all other officers and boards of the city for the
3 requirements of which the expenditure of
4 money is necessary, shall annually in the month
5 of January or February present an itemized
6 estimate of the money required for their respec-
-7 tive departments or offices during the current
8 financial year to the mayor, who shall examine
9 and submit the same, with his recommendations

10 for appropriations, to the board of aldermen
11 during the month of February or March.

1 Section 47. Every administrative board,
2 through its chairman, and every officer having
3 charge of a department shall, at the request of
4 the board of aldermen, appear before it and
5 give such information as it may require in re-

-6 lation to any matter, act or thing connected
7 with the discharge of the duties of such board
8 or office; and when so requested to appear, the
9 officer who appears shall have the right to speak

Title YII
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10 upon all matters then under consideration re-

-11 lating to his department.

1 Section 48. No sum appropriated for a
2 specific purpose shall be expended for any other
3 purpose unless by authority of the board of
4 aldermen first obtained; and no expenditure
5 shall be made and no liability incurred by or in
6 behalf of the city until the board of aldermen
7 has duly voted an appropriation sufficient to
8 meet such expenditure or liability, except that
9 after the expiration of the financial year and

10 before the making of the regular annual appro-
-11 priations, liabilities payable out of a regular
12 annual appropriation may be incurred or pay-
-13 ments made to an amount not exceeding one-
-14 fourth of the total appropriation made for
15 similar jiurposes in the preceding year.

1 Section 49. No member of the committee
2 of the board of aldermen shall directly or in-
-3 directly take part in the employment of labor,
4 the expenditure of public money, the making
5 of contracts, the purchase of materials or sup-
-6 plies, the construction, alteration or repair of
7 any public works or other property, or in the
8 care, custody or management of the same, or in
9 the conduct of the executive or administrative

10 business of the city. No member of the ex-
-11 ecutive or legislative department or of the school
12 committee shall appear as counsel before any
13 officer or board of the city.



26 [Jan.SOMERVILLE CITY CHARTER.

1 Section 50. Every person who is elected
2 and every person who is appointed by the

mayor or by the mayor and board of aldermen
4 to an office shall receive a certificate of such
5 election or appointment from the city clerk,
6 and, except as otherwise provided by law, be-
-7 fore performing any act under his election or
8 appointment, shall take and subscribe an oath
9 to qualify him to enter upon his duties. A

10 record of such oath shall be made by the city
11 clerk. Any oath required by this act may be
12 administered by the mayor, the city clerk or
13 any officer authorized by law to administer
14 oaths.

1 Section 51. The existing ordinances and
2 regulations of the city of Somerville, so far as

3 they are not inconsistent with this act, shall
4 continue in force until amended or repealed.

1 Section 52. Nothing herein contained shall
2 affect the enforcement of the provisions of
3 chapter three hundred and twenty of the acts
4 of the year eighteen hundred and eighty-four,
5 entitled “ An act to improve the civil service of
G the Commonwealth and the cities thereof,” or

7 of any acts in amendment thereof or in addition
8 thereto, or of the rules made by the comrais-
-9 sioners appointed thereunder, and the board of

10 aldermen shall make sufficient and proper ap-
-11 propriations lor the carrying out and enforce-
-12 ment of said acts and rules in said city.
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1 Section 53. All acts or parts of acts in-
-2 consistent with this act are hereby repealed,
3 but the passage of this act shall not affect any
4 right, accruing or accrued, or any suit, prose-
-5 cution or other legal proceeding pending at the
6 time when it shall take effect by acceptance, as
7 herein provided, and no penalty or forfeiture
8 previously incurred shall be affected thereby.
9 All persons holding office in said city at the

10 time this act shall be accepted as aforesaid,
11 shall continue to hold such offices until the
12 organization of the city government hereby
13 authorized shall be effected and until their suc-
-14 cessors shall be chosen and qualified. No act
15 which has been heretofore repealed shall be
16 revived by the repeal of acts mentioned in this
17 section.

1 Section 54- This act shall be submitted to
2 the qualified voters of the city of Somerville
3 for acceptance at the annual state election in
4 the year eighteen hundred and ninety-nine.
5 The vote shall be taken by ballot in answer to
6 the following question: “ Shall an act passed
7 by the general court in the year eighteen hun-
-8 dred and ninety-nine entitled, ‘An act to
9 revise the charter of the city of Somerville,’ be

1 Section 55. So much of this act as author-
-2 izes and directs the submission of the question
3 of its acceptance to the qualified voters of said
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4 city shall take effect upon its passage; so much
5 hereof as relates to elections hereunder shall
(5 apply to the annual municipal election which
7 shall be held on the second Tuesday of Decem-
-8 her, in the year eighteen hundred and ninety-
-9 nine, if the larger number of votes upon the
10 question of its acceptance is in the affirmative;
11 and if so accepted this act shall take full effect
12 on the first Monday of January next epsuing.


