
HOUSE No. 367.

House of Representatives, Jan. 30,1899.

[lntroduced on leave by Mr. White of Somerville. Probate and Insol-
vency.]

In the Year One Thousand Eight Hundred and Ninety-nine.

AN ACT
Relative to the Appointment of Medical Experts as

Witnesses in the Superior Court.
Be 'he Senate and House of llevrest

and by the authority of theCourt assembled.in (

same, as follow,

1 Section 1. In any action in the superior court
2 to recover damages for personal injuries, the court
3 may, by agreement of the parties, appoint a com-
-4 petent and disinterested physician or surgeon as
5 medical expert for the trial. He shall be called
6 at such stage in the trial as the court may select;
7 he may be examined by either party, or by both
8 parties, and he may be cross-examined by either
9 party: provided, that such cross-examination is
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10 based on the direct examination of the other
11 party. Pie shall, at the request of either party,
12 examine the person alleged to have been injured,
13 if such person be living; and he shall receive
14 from the county in which the suit is pending such
15 compensation as the court may allow.

1 Section 2. When an expert has thus been
2 appointed no other witness shall be allowed to
3 testify as a medical or surgical expert, unless, for
4 cause shown, the court shall otherwise order.
5 But any physician who has actually attended the
6 person alleged to have been injured may testify;
7 provided, the court is satisfied that his employ-
-8 ment as such attending physician was in good
9 faith for treatment and not for the purpose of

10 calling him as an expert witness.

1 Section 3. This act shall take effect upon its

2 passage.






