
HOUSE INo. 446.

House of Representatives, Jan. 31, 1899.
[lntroduced on leave by Mr. Keyou of Medford. Election Laws.]

In the Year One Thousand Eight Hundred and Ninety-nine.

AN ACT
Relative to the Order in which Names of Candidates

and Political Designations shall be placed upon the
Official Ballot in Elections.
Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives

in General Court assembled, and by the authority of the
same, as follows:

1 Section 1. Section one hundred and ninety-
-2 three of chapter five hundred and forty-eight of
•> the acts of the year eighteen hundred and ninety-
-4 eight is hereby amended by adding thereto the
5 words following, to wit: “If a candidate shall
6 receive the nomination of more than one party or
7 more than one political designation for the same
8 office, he may, within the seventy-two hours next
9 succeeding five o’clock of the last day fixed for

dLommomucaltt) of ittassacljusctts.
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10 the filing of nomination papers, in a writing to
11 the officer or board required by law to prepare
12 the official ballot, direct in what order or position
13 the several nominations or political designations
14 shall be added to bis name upon the official ballot,
15 and the said nominations or political designations
16 shall be added to bis name upon the official ballot
17 in the order or position which said candidate shall
18 in said writing direct; but if, during said time,
19 said candidate shall neglect to direct in writing-

-0 O

20 as aforesaid, then said officer or board shall add
21 said nominations or political designations to the
22 name of said candidate upon the official ballot in
23 such order or position as said officer or board
24 shall determine,” so that said section shall read as
25 follows:
26 Section 193. General ballots, for the use of
27 male voters in a voting precinct or town, shall
28 contain the names of all candidates duly norai-
-29 nated for election therein, and such ballots shall,
30 except as provided in section one hundred and
31 ninety-five of this act, contain the name of no
32 other j^erson.

33 To the name of each candidate for a state office
34 shall be added the name of the city or town in
35 which the candidate resides. To the name of
36 each candidate for a citv office shall be added the
37 name of the street on which he resides, with his
38 street number, if any; and to the name of each
39 candidate for the office of alderman-at-large shall
40 also be added the number of the ward in which
41 he resides.
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42 To the name of each candidate for a state or
43 city office shall be added his party or political
44 designation, expressed in accordance with section
45 one hundred and forty-three of this act. To the
46 name of each candidate for a town office upon an

47 official ballot shall be added the designation of the
48 party or principle which he represents, contained
49 in the certificate of nomination or nomination
50 papers. No greater number of candidates for
51 any office, bearing the same political designation,
52 shall be placed upon the official ballot than are to
53 be elected.
54 If the name of a political party is used in con-
55 nection with some other name or term as the
66 designation of a candidate nominated for a state
57 or city office by a nomination paper, the words
58 “ nomination paper,” or “ nom. paper,” shall be
59 added to such political designation.
60 If a candidate shall receive the nomination of
61 more than one party or more than one political
62 designation for the same office, he may, within the
63 seventy-two hours next succeeding five o’clock
64 of the last day fixed for the filing of nomination
65 papers, in a writing to the officer or board re-
66 quired by law to prepare the official ballot, direct
67 in what order or position the several nominations
68 or political designations shall be added to his
69 name upon the official ballot, and the said nomi-
-70 nations or political designations shall be added to
71 his name upon the official ballot in the order or
72 position which said candidate shall in said writing
73 direct; but if, during said time, said candidate
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74 shall neglect to direct in writing as aforesaid, then
75 said officer or board shall add said nominations or
7G political designations to the name of said candi-
-77 date upon the. official ballot in such order or
78 position as said officer or board shall determine.

Section 2. Section one hundred and ninety-
four of chapter five hundred and forty-eight of
the acts of the year eighteen hundred and ninety-
eight is hereby amended by striking out in the
fourth line thereof the words “ alphabetical order
according to,” and by striking out in the fifth line
thereof the words “ the surnames,” and inserting
in place thereof the words following, to wit: “ the
following manner, to wit, the name of each candi-
date shall be written on a separate piece of paper,
and each piece of paper shall be folded uniformly
and in such a manner that the name written
thereon shall not be visible; and all such pieces
of paper shall be placed in a box provided for that
purpose. The pieces of paper shall then be thor-
oughly agitated and drawn from said box one by
one, and the names shall be placed upon the
official ballot in the order drawn ” so that said
section shall read as follows: Section 194. The
names of candidates for every state, city, and
town office, except the names of candidates for
presidential electors, shall be arranged under the
designation of the office, in the following manner,
to wit: the name of each candidate shall be
written on a separate piece of paper; and each
piece of paper shall be folded uniformly and in
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27 such a manner that the name written thereon shall
28 not be visible; and all such pieces of paper shall
29 be placed in a box provided for that purpose.
30 The pieces of paper shall then be thoroughly
31 agitated and drawn from said box one by one, and
32 the names shall be placed upon the official ballot in
33 the order drawn; but the names of candidates
34 for the same office but for different terms of ser-
-35 vice therein shall be arranged in groups according
36 to the length of their respective terms. Blank
37 spaces shall be left at the end of the list of candi-
-38 dates for each different office, equal to the number
39 to be elected thereto, in which the voter may
40 insert the name of any person not printed on the
41 ballot for whom he desires to vote for such office.
42 When the approval of a constitutional amendment
43 or any other question is submitted to the voters,
44 it shall be printed on the ballot after the names
45 of the candidates.
46 Special ballots containing only the names of
47 candidates for school committee shall also be
48 prepared in like manner and printed for the use
49 of women qualified by law to vote for school com-
-60 mittee.
51 Ballots shall be so printed as to give to each
52 voter an opportunity to designate by a cross [X],
53 or by the stamp provided for that purpose, in a
54 square at the right of the name and designation
55 of each candidate, and at the right of each ques-
-56 tion, his choice of candidates and his answer to
57 such question; and upon the ballots may be
58 printed such directions as will aid the voter; for
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59 example, “ vote for one,” “ vote for two,” “ yes,”
“no,” and the like. On the back and outside of
each ballot when folded shall be printed the
words, “ official ballot for,” followed by the desig-
nation of the voting precinct or town for which
the ballot is prepared, the date of election, and a

fac-simile of the signature of the secretary of the
Commonwealth, or city or town clerk who has
caused the ballot to be prepared. Special ballots
shall have the additional endorsement, “ for school
committee only.”
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