
HOUSE . . . . . No. 616.

[Bill accompanying the petition of the mayor of the city of Cambridge.
Manufactures.]

In the Year One Thousand Eight Hundred and Ninety-nine.

AN ACT
Relative to the Massachusetts Pipe Line Gas Company.

iHommomucaltl) of iltaooadjusctts.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives
in General Court assembled, and by the authority of the
same, as follows:

1 Section 1. Section five of chapter five hundred and
2 thirty-seven of the acts of the year eighteen hundred and
3 ninety-six is hereby amended by inserting in the eleventh
4 line thereof, after the word “ proper,” the words “the
5 aldermen or selectmen may also in such grant of location
6 impose upon said company such reasonable conditions as
7 they shall consider necessary for the protection of the
8 interests of said city or town by inserting in the four-
-9 teenth line thereof, after the word “granted,” the words

10 “or with the said conditions therein imposed by insert-
-11 ing in the fifteenth line thereof, after the word “ board,”
12 the words “ either because of the failure to grant or the
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13 grant of the location, the conditions imposed, either or
14 all, and in case of an appeal because of the failure to
15 grant or the grant of the location by inserting in the
16 eighteenth line thereof, after the word “ town,” the words
17 “ and in case of an appeal because of the conditions im-
-18 posed the board may annul or modify such conditions as
19 in its opinion are not reasonable,” so that said section as
20 amended shall read as follows :

21 Section 5. If the company shall desire for its pipe
22 lines the right to construct, maintain and operate the
23 same in the streets, lanes and highways of any city or
24 town, it shall petition the aldermen or selectmen there-
-25 for, stating the termini of such pipe line in such city or
26 town with as much particularity and certainty as prac-
-27 ticable, and stating the streets, highways and lanes in
28 which the company desires to locate such pipe lines;
29 and the aldermen or selectmen shall grant that location,
30 or such other location in such streets, lanes and highways
31 as they shall deem proper. The aldermen or selectmen
32 may also in such grant of location impose upon said com-
-33 pany such reasonable conditions as they shall consider
34 necessary for the protection of the interests of said city
35 or town. In the event that said aldermen or selectmen
36 shall for a period of thirty days refuse or neglect to grant
37 a location, or if the company is dissatisfied with the loca-
-38 tion granted or with the said conditions therein imposed,
39 it may within sixty days thereafter appeal to the board,
40 either because of the failure to grant or the grant of the
41 location, the conditions imposed, either or all, and in
42 case of an appeal because of the failure to grant or the
43 grant of the location, the board, after such hearing and
44 notice as they shall deem proper, shall grant to the com-
-45 pany reasonable locations between said termini for such
46 pipe line in the streets, lanes and highways of said city
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47 or town, and in case of an appeal because of the condi-
-48 tions imposed, the board may annul or modify such con-
-49 ditions as in its opinion are not reasonable. Upon the
50 granting of such locations by said aldermen, selectmen
51 or board, the company may lay, construct, maintain and
52 operate such pipe line in the location granted. Similar
53 rights as to additional pipe lines in the same city or
54 town shall be obtained only by permission of the board.
55 The company may, upon obtaining such locations, and
56 subject to such regulations and restrictions in respect to
57 the manner and time of conducting the work as said
58 aldermen or selectmen shall prescribe, dig up and open
59 the ground in any of the streets, lanes and highways of
60 said city or town so far as is necessary to accomplish the
61 object of the corporation; but such grant shall not affect
62 the right or remedy to recover damages for an injury
63 caused to persons or property by the doings of the com-
-64 pany. It shall put all such streets, lanes and highways
65 which are opened by it in as good repair as they were
66 when opened, and to the satisfaction of the local authori-
-67 ties of the city or town in which such streets, lanes or
68 highwaj's are located, and upon failure so to do within
69 a reasonable time shall be deemed guilty of a nuisance.
70 In constructing, maintaining, repairing or extending its
71 distributing system in any city or town the company
72 shall be subject to all the restrictions, regulations and
73 liabilities set forth in section seventy-five of chapter one

74 hundred and six of the Public Statutes, except as in this

75 act provided; and in the construction, maintaining, re-

-76 pairing and extending of its pipe lines and distributing
77 system it shall in all cases be subject to the restrictions,
78 regulations and liabilities set forth in sections seventy-six
79 and seventy-seven of said chapter one hundred and six.

80 If in making such excavations any water or gas pipes,
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81 sewers, drains, conduits or other subterranean works are
82 disturbed or interfered with, the same shall, at the ex-
-83 pense of the company, be restored to as good condition
84 as they were in before such excavation. All locations
85 granted under this section shall be subject to revocation
86 by said aldermen or selectmen respectively, subject to
87 the approval of said board.

1 Section 2. This act shall take effect upon its passage.


