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In the Year One Thousand Eight Hundred and Ninety-nine.

AN ACT
Relative to the Care and Preservation of Public Shade Trees

in Public Ways.
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Re it enacted by the Senate
in General Court assembled,
same, as follows:
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11 tion shall be made, and also the time within which it
12 shall be completed; and shall transmit to the clerks of
13 the several towns in which said highway lies a descrip-
-14 tion of the location and bounds thereof within the limits
15 of such towns respectively, which description shall be
16 recorded within ten days by the clerk in a book of
17 records kept in the town for that purpose. They shall
18 also allow the owner of the land areasonable time, which
19 shall be expressed in their return, to take off his timber,
20 wood, or trees, except such trees as the tree warden
21 shall select for public shade trees, and until such selec-
-22 tion shall have been made, no trees shall be cut or taken
23 off. If he fails to remove the same within the time
24 allowed he shall be deemed to have relinquished the
25 right thereto for the benefit of the town.O

26 Also amend section eighty of said chapter forty-nine
27 by inserting after the word “trees” in the eighth line
28 of said section, the following: “except such trees as
29 the tree warden shall select for public shade trees, and
30 until such selection shall have been made, no tree shall
31 be cut or taken off,” so that section eighty shall read as
32 follows : —When a town way or private way is laid out

33 or altered by the selectmen or road commissioners, or
34 by the county commissioners, they shall in their report
35 or return thereof specify the manner in which such way,
36 location, or alteration shall be completed, and shall
37 transmit to the clerk a description of the location and
38 bounds thereof, which shall, within ten days, be re-
-39 corded by him in a book of records kept for that pur-
-40 pose ; and they shall allow the owner of the land through
41 which the way passes a reasonable time to take off his
42 trees, (except such trees as the tree warden shall select
43 for public shade trees, and until such selection shall
44 have been made, no tree shall be cut or taken off) fences
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45 and other property which may obstruct the building of
46 such way. If he neglects to remove the same within
47 the time allowed, he shall be deemed to have relin-
-48 quished his right thereto for the benefit of the town, if
49 the way be a town way, and if it be a private way, for
50 the benefit of such person as the selectmen, road com-
-51 missioners, or county commissioners may determine:
52 provided , that any buildings or materials upon the land
53 shall be disposed of in the manner required by section
54 seventeen.
55 In section eighty-one of said chapter forty-nine is
56 hereby amended, by inserting after the word “trees”
57 in the third line of said section eighty-one, the follow-
-58 ing: “as prescribed in sections nine and eighty of said
59 chapter forty-nine,” so that said section eighty-one
60 shall read as follows : —lf a jury is ordered to assess
61 the damages done by the location or alteration of such
62 way, they may extend the time for the owner of the
63 land to remove his trees as prescribed in sections nine
64 and eighty, fences and other property; and if he neg-
-65 lects to remove the same within such extended time, he
66 shall be deemed to have relinquished his claim thereto.




