
HOUSE No. 750.

House of Representatives, Feb. 3, 1899.
[lntroduced on leave by Mr. Ross of Boston. Joint Judiciary.]

CommmuucaUf) of illassadnisrits.

In the Year One Thousand Eight Hundred and Ninety-nine.

AN ACT
To provide for the Establishment of a Board of Examiners,

and for the Licensing of Land Surveyors.
Be it enacted by the Senate

in General Court assembled
,

i House of I
rl h->t flip mn fl

1 Section 1. The governor shall, with the advice at I
2 consent of the council, on or before the first day of July,
3 eighteen hundred and ninety-nine, appoint five land sur-
-4 veyors in good standing, residents of this Cotmnon-
-5 wealth, who have had ten years of practical experience,
6 three of whom at least shall be members of the Boston
7 society of civil engineers. The persons thus appointed
8 shall constitute a board of examining surveyors, whose
9 duties shall be to conduct such examinations and mak
10 such inquiries as to them may seem necessary, not ii
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11 consistent with this act, and to ascertain the qualification
12 of the applicant for a license as a land surveyor ; and the
13 members thus appointed shall hold office, one for the
14 term of one year, one for the term of two years, one for
15 the term of three years, one for the term of four years,
16 and one for the term of five years, beginning with the
17 first Monday in July, eighteen hundred and ninety-nine,
18 and annually thereafter the governor shall appoint as
19 aforesaid one such member to hold office for the term of
20 five years, beginning with the first Monday in July of the
21 year of his appointment, and if any vacancies occur in
22 said board by resignation or otherwise, the governor
23 shall in like manner appoint a member for the residue of
24 the term during which the vacancy occurs. The mem-
-25 bers of said board may be removed by the governor,
26 with the consent and advice of the council, for such
27 cause as they may deem sufficient and shall explain in the
28 order of removal.

1 Section 2. The board of examining surveyors thus
2 appointed shall be allowed one thousand dollars annually
3 for clerk hire, together with a sum not exceeding five
4 hundred dollars annually for advertising, printing,
5 stationery and other incidentals, and the sum of five
6 hundred dollars annually for the construction and main-
-7 tenance of suitable standards of measure as hereinafter
8 referred to.
9 Each member of the board shall be paid seven dollars

10 per day for every day actually spent in the discharge of
11 his duties, together with their actual travelling expenses
12 to and from their place of business.
13 The board shall immediately upon organization notify,
14 so far as possible, all persons engaged as land surveyors
15 within the Commonwealth of the provisions of this act,
16 and shall keep a record of all proceedings and examina-
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17 tions conducted by them, and make a report to the

18 governor thereon before the first of January of each
19 year.

1 Section 3. This board shall be provided, under the
2 directions of the governor and council, with an office
3 properly furnished in the state house, or other building
4 suitable for the performance of the duties imposed by
5 this act.

1 Section 4. A majority of said board of examining
2 surve}mrs shall meet in Boston on the third Wednesday
3 of each month for the purpose of examining and licen-
-4 sing land surveyors; the time and place to be duly ad-
-5 vertised, and they shall furthermore hold at least one
6 such meeting in each county of the Commonwealth dur-

-7 ing each year, the same to be duly advertised. It shall
8 furthermore be the duty of the said board to cause suita-
9 ble one hundred foot standards of measure to be con-

10 structed throughout the Commonwealth, not exceeding

11 in error one in twenty thousand.

1 Section 5. The board of examining surveyors shall
2 license upon satisfactory proof and without further ex-
-3 amination all persons who have actually been engaged
4 for three or more years, previous to the enactment of
5 this act, as a land surveyor in preparing record plans.
6 Plans actually recorded at any registry of deeds within
7 the Commonwealth by any surveyor prior to July first,
8 eighteen hundred and ninety-six, shall be considered
9 sufficient evidence of eligibility under this section : pro-

-10 vided, he take the required oath.

1 Section 6. Each person desiring to become a licensed
2 land surveyor, not otherwise provided for, must have
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3 attained the age of twenty-one years, be of good moral
4 character and mast have filed a certihcate, with the board
5 of examining surveyors, signed by three licensed sur-
-6 veyors, which certificate shall duly set forth the appli-
-7 cant’s name, age, education, number of years’ experience
8 and nature of experience, and any necessary information
9 together with his oath that he will to the best of his

10 ability, faithfully discharge the duties and requirements
11 of a land surveyor as set forth by this act. That all
12 plans prepared by him for the purpose of record will be
13 faithfully and accurately delineated in a draughtsman-
-14 like manner, showing wherever feasible all monuments,
15 fences, stonewalls, ways, buildings, peuty wals, areas,

16 dimensions, etc., referring all north-points and courses
17 to the true north, and when said applicant shall have
18 complied with these requirements, and passed a satisfac-
-19 tory examination, the said board of examiners shall issue
20 to him a certificate setting forth the result of said exam-
-21 ination, and authorizing him to make plans for record
22 and other purposes. The surveyor’s name and date of
23 survey shall form part of the title, together with a state-
-24 ment that the plan is intended for record.

1 Section 7. Each recinder of deeds in the Common-
-2 wealth shall be furnished the name of all surveyors
3 licensed by the board of examining surveyors, and he

4 shall not after January one, nineteen hundred, record any

5 plan not prepared in accordance with this act, except in

6 the case of an ancient plan previously referred to by deed.

1 Section 8. This act shall take effect upon its pas-
-2 sage.


