
HOUSE No. 846.

[Bill accompanying the petition, taken from the files of last year, of
Samuel Eliot and others. Education.]

In the Year One Thousand Eight Hundred and Ninety-nine

AN ACT
Relative to the Public Schools of the City of Boston,

and providing for a Reorganization of the Gov-
ernment thereof.
Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives

General Court assembled, and by the authority of the
same, as follows

1 Section 1. The inhabitants of the city of
2 Boston qualified to vote for its school committee
3 shall, at the annual municipal election occurring in
4 the year eighteen hundred and ninety-eight, elect
5 nine persons, inhabitants of the city, to constitute,
6 with three inhabitants of the city appointed by the
7 mayor thereof, the school board of said city, the
8 members of which shall serve without compensa-
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9 tion; the three persons voted for who shall have
received the largest number of votes shall hold their
office for three years; the three persons who shall
have received the next largest number of votes
shall hold their office tor two years; and the three
persons who shall have received the next largest
number of votes shall hold their office for one year.
In case two or more persons voted for shall have
received an equal number of votes, those who
are the seniors by age shall for the division into
classes hereby required be classified as if they
had received the largest number of votes in the
order of ages. The three members appointed
by the mayor shall be appointed by him within
the week preceding the second Monday of
January, eighteeen hundred and ninety-nine, for
one, two and three years respectively. There-
after, the voters qualified as aforesaid shall an-
nually elect three persons, inhabitants of the city,
to serve as members of the school board for the
term of three years, and the mayor of the city
shall appoint one person annually, within the
week preceding the second Monday in January,
to serve as a member of the school board for three
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1 Section 2. Certificates of election shall be
2 issued by the board of election commissioners to

3 such and to so many of the members of said school
4 board as appear to have been chosen at such
5 election, and certificates of appointment shall be
6 issued by the mayor to those whom he has ap-
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7 pointed; but said school board shall be the final

8 judge of the qualifications and elections of its
9 own members.

1 Section 3. The persons so elected and ap-
-2 pointed as members of the school board shall
8 meet and organize on the second Monday in
4 January, eighteen hundred and ninety-nine, and
5 annually thereafter. The unexpired term of
6 office of all members and officers of the school

7 committee as hitherto organized and established
8 shall terminate immediately upon the organization
9 of the school board elected and appointed under

10 this act.

1 Section 4. The school board shall have the
2 supervision and direction of the public schools,
8 and shall exercise the powers and perform the
4 duties in relation to the care and management of
5 schools which are now exercised and performed
6 by the school committee of said city, except so
7 far as they may be changed or modified by this
8 act; shall succeed to the school committee’s cor-
-9 porate powers and rights, and shall have the powers

10 and discharge the duties which may hereafter
11 be imposed by law upon the school committees of
12 cities and towns. They shall elect a superintend-
-13 ent of schools and a business agent; they shall
14 organize a school faculty, and shall appoint
15 visitors, as hereinafter set forth.

1 Section 5. A majority of all the members of
2 the school board shall be necessary to constitute
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3 a quorum for the transaction of business. They
4 shall choose a secretary, not of their number, who
5 shall also serve as secretary to the superintendent
6 and inspectors as a board, an auditing clerk, and
7 such other subordinate officers as they may deem
8 expedient, and shall define their duties, fix their
9 compensation, and may remove them at pleasure.

1 Section 6. The school board, on or before the
2 first day of February of the year eighteen hun-
-3 dred and ninety-nine, shall estimate and determine
4 the amount of money actually necessary to be
5 levied for the current year for the support of the
6 schools of the city of Boston, and shall certify the
7 same to the city council; and it shall annually,
8 before the first day of January, certify to the city
9 council through its president and secretary the

10 amount of money it has estimated to be requisite
11 for school purposes during the ensuing year;
12 and the city council thereupon shall cause the
13 said amounts certified to be levied and collected
14 as part of the annual tax levy, provided the
15 amount of said estimation and tax shall not ex-
-16 ceed one-third of one per centum of the total
17 assessed valuation of the city for the current
18 year; but with the consent of the city council it
19 may exceed such limitation.

1 Section 7. The school board shall succeed to
2 all the powers granted to the school committee in
3 relation to the purchase of land and its laying out
4 and maintenance for school purposes, and in rela-
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5 tion to the erection of school buildings and the
6 alteration and repair of the same; but certain of
7 these powers shall be exercised for the school
8 board by the business agent under its direction,
9 as herein set forth. And in case its powers are

10 found insufficient to enable it to purchase the
11 lands and erect the buildings it deems necessary
12 for school purposes, the school board shall certify
13 its needs in this respect to the citv council, and
14 with the consent of the city council shall, through
15 its business agent, erect such buildings and pur-
-16 chase such additional lands as it has certified as
17 necessary.

1 Section 8. The school board shall fix the
2 compensation of superintendent, business agent,
8 inspectors, teachers, janitors, and of all other
4 officers herein mentioned, except the expert ac-
-5 countants appointed by the mayor. The school
6 board shall audit all expenses, but there shall be
7 appointed by the mayor for each year a board of
8 audit, consisting of three expert accountants of
9 good reputation, who shall audit the accounts of

10 the year and make a report thereon to the mayor.
11 The board of audit shall be paid by the city, and
12 this payment shall not be part of the requisition
13 referred to in section six.

1 Section 9. The votes of a majority of the
2 whole number of the members of the school board
3 shall be necessary to elect the officers herein pre-
-4 scribed by it to be elected. Said officers shall
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5 hold office during good behavior and efficiency,
6 but may be removed by a two-thirds vote of the
7 whole number of the members of the school
8 board. Visitors may be appointed and removed
9 by the votes of a majority of a quorum.

1 Section 10. The appointment, promotion and
2 dismissal of teachers shall be vested in the super-
-3 intendent. He shall report all proposed appoint-
-4 ments, promotions and dismissals to the school
5 board, and these shall be final unless vetoed by a
6 three-fourths vote of the board. He shall, after
7 consultation with the inspectors and school
8 faculty, determine all courses of study and choose
9 all text-books and other apparatus of teaching.

10 He shall have direction of school attendance
11 officers, who are to take the place of existing
12 truant officers, and shall have the same power
13 over their appointment and dismissal as that
14 given him concerning teachers. Said body of
15 school attendance officers shall include both men
>l6 and women, who, under regulations provided by
17 the school board, shall investigate and report
18 upon the cases of pupils absenting themselves
19 from school, with a view to prevent rather than
20 to punish such absence.

1 Section 11. The business agent, with such
2 assistance as the school board shall authorize and
3 determine, shall, under direction of the school
4 board, have the care and maintenance of school-
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5 houses, the purchase of school supplies, the pur-
-6 chase of real estate, and the letting of contracts
7 for the construction and repair of schoolhouses.
8 He shall nominate and, by and with the consent
9 of the school board, shall appoint the architects

10 of schoolhouses. He shall have a general over-
-11 sight over all constructions and repairs. He
12 shall have the appointment, control and dismissal
13 of the janitors, engineers and other persons em-
-14 ployed to work in or about the schoolhouses.
15 Said business agent shall give bond, approved by
16 the school board, with sufficient surety or sureties
17 in a sum to be determined by the school board,
18 payable to the treasurer of the city of Boston,
19 with a condition for the faithful performance of
20 the duties of his office, before entering upon the
21 same.

1 Section 12. The superintendent shall nomi-
-2 nate and, by and with the consent of the school
3 board, shall appoint not less than six nor more
4 than twelve inspectors to serve for the term of
5 three years, subject to removal by two-thirds
6 vote of the school board, or by the superintendent
7 with the approval of a majority of a quorum of
8 the school board. The inspectors shall act as
9 assistants to the superintendent in the perform-

10 ance of his duties. Examinations of teachers shall
11 be in charge of the inspectors under the direction
12 of the superintendent, and certificates of qualifi-
-13 cation to teach may, after such examination, be
14 issued by the superintendent.
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1 Section 13. A school faculty shall be or-
-2 ganized by the school board and shall consist of
3 the superintendent as president ex officio, of the
4 inspectors, and of not less than thirty more mem-
-5 hers who shall he elected by the teachers of the
6 schools (not including temporary teachers) from
7 their own numbers; and so far as possible the
8 school board shall adopt rules of election to pro-
-9 vide that every grade of instruction shall be repre-

10 sented, and that any school which does not fall
11 within any particular grade shall also be repre-

-12 sented. The faculty may consider all educational
13 subjects, including such as are disciplinary and
14 sanitary, and at its pleasure mayreport thereon to
15 the school board.

1 Section 14. There shall be two classes of
2 visitors, visitors at large (not exceeding twenty
3 in number) and local visitors (not exceeding
4 three in number for each school district). They
5 shall serve without pay. This body of visitors
6 shall include both men and women, and shall be
7 invited by the School Board to visit the schools
8 with a view to a larger public knowledge of
9 school affairs and to personal and moral influence.

10 Visitors at large shall be appointed from among
11 the whole number of citizens. Local visitors
12 shall be appointed from citizens who live in the
13 district for which they are appointed. The body
14 of visitors or the visitors of the same grade or
15 school district may meet from time to time at the
16 call of the superintendent, or otherwise, and may
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17 report to the school board on any subjects they
18 wish to submit. Normal, high and Latin schools
19 shall be considered, each to constitute a district
20 for the purpose of this section, and the metes
21 and bounds of all school districts are left to the
22 discretion of the school board.

1 Section 15. The teachers, janitors, truant
2 officers (hereafter to be designated school attend-
-3 ance officers) and employees of the schools of
4 Boston, in office and employment at the time of
5 the organization of this school board, shall have
6 the same tenure of office as if they had already
7 been appointed under the provisions of this act.








