
HOUSE No. 881.

House of Representatives, March 1, 1899.

The committee on Bills in the Third Reading, to whom
was referred the Bill (House, No. 427) relative to the
counting of ballots at caucuses, report recommending the
substitution of the following bill.

For the Committee,

ALBERT S. APSEY.

of iHassndjusctts.
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in the Year One Thousand Eight Hundred and Ninety-nine.

AN ACT
Relative to the Counting of Ballots at Caucuses.

he it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives
in General Court assembled, and by the authority of the
same, as follows:

1 Section 1. Section one hundred and twenty-
-2 four of chapter five hundred and forty-eight of
3 the acts of the year eighteen hundred and ninety-
-4 eight is hereby amended by striking out in the
5 third line thereof the words, “ and within three
6 feet of the rail,” so as to read as follows:
7 Section 124. Immediately after the polls are
8 declared closed, but not before, the ballots shall
9 be counted in fall view of the voters. When they

10 have been counted and the result has been ascer-
-11 tained, the presiding officer shall make public
12 announcement thereof in open meeting, and the
13 clerk shall, in open meeting, enter in words at
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14 length in the record book the total number of
15 names checked on the voting list, the total number
16 of ballots cast, the names of all persons voted for,
17 the number of votes for each person, and the title
18 of the delegation or office for which he was a
19 candidate. The clerk shall forthwith make a copy
20 of said record, certify and seal the same, and
21 transmit it to the city or town clerk, or in Boston
22 to the election commissioners. He shall then,
23 before the adjournment of the caucus, and in the
24 presence of those who counted the same, seal up
25 all ballots cast, with the voting lists used, and a
26 statement of any challenge which may have been
27 made.
28 The warden and clerk shall endorse upon such
29 package the name of the political party holding
30 the caucus, its date, its purpose, and, if in a city,
31 for what ward the ballots were cast. The warden
32 shall forthwith transmit, by the officer detailed to
33 attend the caucus, to the city or town clerk, or in
34 Boston to the election commissioners, the ballots
35 cast, the voting lists, the ballot boxes, the ballot
36 box seals, the counting apparatus, the copy of the
57 records, and the record book
38 The city or town clerk or election commission-
39 ers shall safely keep such sealed packages for ten
10 days. If within said time ten voters entitled to
11 vote in said caucus file with them a written re-

12 quest so to do, they shall preserve said ballots and
13 voting lists for three months and shall produce
14 them if required by any court or convention having
15 jurisdiction or authority over the same.



House of Kepresentatives, March 1, 1899.

Passed to be engrossed.
Sent up for concurrence.

JAMES W. KIMBALL, Clerk.
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1 Section 2. This act shall take effect upon its
2 passage.


